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Peau xiv. 3, 4, 5 


1, foal aſcend into the hill of the Lord? 
and who ſhall land in his holy place? He 
that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; ; 
who hath not lift up his ſoul unto vanity, 
nor ſworn deceitfully, He ſhall receive 
the bleſſing from the Lord, and righteouſ- 
neſs from the God of bis ſalvation. 


FF is commonly ſuppoſed, and it appears 
extremely probable, that this twenty- 
fourth pſalm was compoſed by David, in 
order to be ſung by himſelf, the prieſts, the 
Levites, and the people of Iſrael, when the 
ark was removed from the houſe of Obed- 
edom to mount Zion *, That the proceſ- 
ſion upon this occaſion might be the more 
ſtriking and ſolemn, it was accompanied 
with a variety of muſical inſtruments, ſuch. 
as pſalteries, harps, timbrels, cymbals, cor- 

Vor. II. 8 


» 2 Samuel * 
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nets, and trumpets, Theſe were played 
upon in concert with the fingers, whom 
Cheneniah the maſter of the ſong had pre- 
vioaſly inſtructed in their ſeveral parts. 


The ſixty-eighth pſalm was compoſed at 
the ſame time, the recital of which, toge- 
ther with the muſick adapted to it, probably 
continued till the proceflion came near to 
mount Zion, when this. twenty-fourth 
pſalm was begun. 


While the two firſt verſes were rehear- 
fing, they approached the foot of the hill. 
Then the king, who had laid aſide his royal 
robes, and aſſumed the dreſs of a Levite, ad- 
vancing, we may ſuppoſe, a few ſteps before 
the reſt, with a yoice equally muſical and 
diſtin&, aſked, in the hearing of the whole 
aſſembly, Who ſhall aſcend into the hill of 
the Lord? and who ſhall fland in his holy 
Place? The anſwer was returned by the 
firft chorus, in theſe expreffive words, He, 
that hath clean hands and a pure heart ; 
and with equal ſpirit continued by the ſe- 
| r : 


SERMON KI. 4 
cond ; who hath not lift up his ſoul unto un- 
nity, nor ſworn deceitfully. After this the king, 
the prieſts, and the Levites, tranſported 
with joy, lifting up all at once their 
voices in concert with the muſical inſtru- 
ments, might ſing the following verſe ;. 
He ſhall receive the bleſſing from the Lord, 
and righteouſneſs from the God of his ſalva- 
tion, © | | 


How grand this proceſſion muſt have 
been, and how elevating the muſick with 
which it was attended, I leave every one 
to imagine, and I ſhall only obſerve that, 
in this inſtance, we find muſick under the 
care of one who was ſo perfect a maſter of 
it, employing its irreſiſtible power to ex- 
cite all thoſe ſublime and devout emotions, 
which tend to raiſe and purify the minds 
of men. That we may more fully enter 
into the ſpirit of that part of the pſalm 
which is to be the foundation of our pre- 
ſent diſcourſe, the following obſervations 

may be uſeful, 
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In a variety of paſſages of the old teſta- 
ment we diſcover the reſpect and awe which 
filled the minds of the ſacred writers, and of 
the Jews in general, when they mentioned 
the hill of Zion. Upon this mountain the 
ark of God, who dwelt between the che- 
rubim, the authentick ſymbol, and ſure 
pledge of the divine preſence, was now to 
be depoſited, and here it remained for a. 
conſiderable time. For this reaſon it was 
called the hill of God, the holy hill, the 
mount which the Lord had choſen, where be 
was to dwell, becauſe he had deſired itb. The 
houſe of their king was alfo built upon the 
ſame ground; the moſt ſtately towers were 
erected upon it, and it was defended by 
the ſtrongeſt fortifications. Thus at once 
the ſeat of beauty, and of ſtrength, the 
habitation of divine power, and the man- 
ſion of earthly majeſty, it became pecu- 
liarly venerable; and the very name of 
Zion naturally excited the fervours of re- 
ligion and the zeal of patriotiſm. Theſe 
ſenſations, awakened at this time by the, 
novelty and ſolemnity of the proceſſion, and 


v Pſalm cxxxii. 
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*enlivened by the preſence and participa- 
tion of their ſovereign, mult have riſen to a 
degree of enthuſiaſm, which, when well 
placed and happily directed, conveys ſuch 
rapture, I had almoſt ſaid ſuch innocent, 
tumultuous joy, that the man who hath 
never felt it may be juſtly conſidered as an 
object of pity. When therefore the in- 
ſpired monarch ſpoke and ſaid,” h ſball 
aſcend into the hill of the Lord? Who ſhall 
and in his holy place ? every word muſt 
have rouſed attention, and every look com- 
municated reverence, | 


The general practice of thoſe who live 
in warmer climates, the whole ſyſtem of 
Jewiſh manners, the particular ablutions 
and purifications preſcribed to that people, 
the diſtinction of their meats into clean and 
_ unclean, gave a natural tendency to ex- 
preſs whatever was perfect in its kind, by 
the metaphors of cleanneſs and purity ; and 
though in every language theſe phraſes, 
cleanneſs of hands and purity of heart, are 
ſufficiently intelligible for denoting a gene- 
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ral rectitude of conduct, and honeſty of in- 
tention, yet in the Hebrew language they 
had a peculiar degree of force and vivacity. 
By reminding the aſſembly of thoſe cere- 
monies and diſtinctions which were ſo ex- 
preſsly pointed out by their law, and fo 
religiouſly obſerved by their nation, they 
conveyed the ideas now intended, with 
more than ordinary advantage. We ac- 
knowledge that the expreſſions are proper; 
a Few felt that they were nervous, When 
the firſt chorus replied to the king, He that 
hath clean hands, and a pure heart, not an 

| honeſt and a worthy man preſent, but muſt 
have rejoiced in the ſecret gratulations of 
his own heart; and not a thief, a robber, a 
cheat, or a hypocrite, but muſt have per- 
ceived his joints begin to tremble, and his 

heart to fail him as he proceeded, 


As the firſt chorus gave the general cha- 
rater of a good man, the ſecond ſeems to 
have warned againſt thoſe particular vices 
to which the Jews long diſcovered a moſt 
aſtoniſhing propenſity, and from which 
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che Almighty uſed every method to guard 


In the language of ſcripture the falſe gods 
which the nations worſhip are frequently 
called vanities; the worſhip of them is 
frequently ſtiled following after vanity ; 
and putting confidence in them is termed 
truſling in vanity. As the Jews were ever 
ready to join in the idolatry of their 
Heathen neighbours, to impreſs on their 
minds a ſenſe of that crime, and to excite 
a reſolution againſt it, was extremely ſuit- 
able to the deſign of their preſent aſſembly. 
The ſuperſtitious rites of the Jebuſites, their 
ſacrifices to their idols, had perhaps been 
performed in the very ſpot where the ark of 
God was to be placed. It was unavoidable 
to remember their abominations: it would 
have been improper not to have pointed 
out, in this inftance, the difference which 
ought to ſubſiſt between 'the deſcendants of 
Shem, and thoſe of Canaan. The man that 
 bboweth his knee to an idol is not worthy to 
call upon the name of the Lord. The If 
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raelite was only to lift up his ſoul e 
God. 


In the days of primitive ſimplicity, ay 
Fore avarice, vicious refinements, and de- 
ceitful reaſonings had corrupted the hearts 
of men, an oath was accounted the moſt 
ſacred : and inviolable of all obligations, 
An appeal to the Moſt High was reckoned 
ſo awful and ſolemn, that the rocks, the 
mountains, or the - heavenly. bodies, were 

ſufficient vouchers of its authenticity, and 
no man was called as a witneſs to engage- 
ments which ſcarce any man thought of. 
infringing. The piles of ſtones ſo often 
erected in Judea, the trees with which the 
country abounded, gaye teſtimony to the 
piety -and fidelity of its - inhabitants. In 

theſe circumſtances, the breach of an oath 
muſt be generally looked upon with parti- 
cular abhorrence ; and therefore as the man 
that ſwore to his 'own +burt, and changed 
not, was among them a character of the 
ſirſt conſideration, it was a neceſſary con- 
ſequence, that the deceitful {wearer ſnould 
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fy 
1 an object of the greateſt deteſtation, 
Perhaps too, juſt before this period, David 
may have made the people enter into one 
of thoſe covenants, ſo common among the 
Jews, by which they bound themſelves in 
the moſt ſolemn manner to adhere to the 
worſhip of the true God. On. this ſuppo- 
ſition, there is a ſingular propriety in the 


words added by the ſecond chorus imme- 


diately after thoſe pronounced by the firſt ; 
Who hath not lifted up his ſoul unto vanity, 
nor ſworn deceitfully, 


Thus enlivened by the preſence of a 
ſplendid aſſembly, ſoothed and animated by 
the chorus of ſacred muſick attending the 
ark of God, who was diſtinguiſhed among 


them by the title of the Lord of Hoſts," 


ready to enter a city which had long been 
poſſeſſed by their foes, in the view of a 


. ſovereign who was the father of his people, 


every eye would ſparkle with joy, every 

heart aſpire to perfection, and every voice 

be ambitious to join in the general choir, 

Struck l the * 2 Bs ri igkteous 
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w SERMON XL. 
man every one would be intereſted in his 
favour, and every one would offer up a 
prayer for his proſperity, In this ſitua- 
tion, the words which David had taught 
his attendants muſt entirely correſpond te 
their own feelings ; and with one heart, and 
one voice they would pronounce, He hail 
receive the bleſſing from the Lord, and righ- 
trouſneſs from the God of his ſalvation. The 
voice of the Omnipotent ſeemed to re-echo 
in every year, Bleſſed ſhalt thou be in the city, 
and bleſſed ſhalt thou be in the field. Bleſſed 
ſhall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit 
of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, 
the increaſe of thy kine, and the flocks of thy 
| ſheep. Bleſſed ſhall be thy baſket and thy 
A fore. Bleſſed alt thou be when thou comeſt 
in, and bleſſed ſhalt thou be when thou goeft 
| out*, Thoſe who had more- enlarged, 
and elevated views, looked for ſtill nobler 
bleflings, and truſted that the period of * 
their perfect joy was to begin, when that 
which ſo fully ſatisfied others was termi- 
nated, | 


”c Deut. Xxxviii. 3. +42 57 6. 
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Theſe obſervations may aſſiſt us not only 
o apprehend the meaning, but to enter 
into the ſpirit of the paſſage now under 
eee Its application to the in- 
tention of our preſent meeting is fo obvi- 
ous, that it ſcarcely needs to be pointed 
out. The character which was requiſite 
in order to make a proper approach to God 
under the law, is ſurely not leſs requiſite 
in order to make a proper approach to him 
under the goſpel. If the everlaſting God 
was ready to 'beſtow bleſſings on the righ- 
teous poſterity of Abraham, he will not 
be leſs ready to beſtow them on the fin- 
cere diſciples of Chriſt, 


Ind therefore from this por- 
tion of-ſcripture, I-propoſe, in a dependance 
on divine grace, to conſider the character 
which is neceſſary in order to fit us for 
waiting on God in his ordinances ; and to 
conclude with ſome reflections. 


Firſt, I propoſe to conſider the character 
which is neceſſary in order to fit us for 
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waiting on God in his ordinances. It is 
thus deſcribed in the words of the text; 
"He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; 
who hath not lift up bis foul unto vanity, nor 


ſworn * 


In every character which would gain the 
approbation of thinking men, much more 
in that which would find acceptance with 
the all-wiſe God, an inoffenſive behaviour 
is the leaſt thing required. The rapacious 
wretch, whoſe houſe is filled with the gains 
of oppreſſion, with the goods of the widow 
and fatherleſs, or the proviſion which the 
poor man had laid up for his ſubſiſtence; 
the unrelenting miſer, and the ſecret de- 
frauder, may aſſume the appearance of re- 
ligion, and practiſe ſome of its duties; but 
the voice of reaſon loudly exclaims againſt 
their vain pretenſions. By fallacious rea- 

ſonings, fooliſh diſtinctions, and a violent 
zeal, they may impoſe upon themſelves. 
The deceitfulneſs of ſin may partly blind 
them; but their characters cannot ſo much 
as bear the inſpection of men like them - 


in you, which, when permitted, never fails 


to ſpeak the truth; attend to the plaineſt 


precepts of the goſpel, and be perſuaded 
that without integrity of life, and decency 


of conduct, all pretenſions to religion are 


perfectly frivolous. Is this truth ſo mani- 
feſt, that it needs not be inſiſted on? Com- 
mon ſenſe ſays it is: but the practice of 
men ſeems often to aſſert the contrary. 

Did the Phariſees bluſh, when they joined 
in the exerciſes of religion, though they 
robbed widows houſes, and practiſed all 
manner of injuſtice? Do not multitudes at 


this day, who dare not openly avow it, 


whiſper it to themſelves as a ground for 
their ſecurity in fin, that the performance 
of ſome poſitive duties will ſerve. as an 


atonement for the neglect of many moral 


ones? But let heaven and earth bear wit- 
neſs, that he who is an enemy to man, can- 


not be acceptable to God. This then is 


the firſt branch of the character we are now 
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ſelves. How then can they ſtand before 
the judgment of God? Liſten to the firſt: 
dictates of nature, to the awful voice with- 


On 7” 
* = 
N * 
4 of 

* 8 
* 
4 
* 
Ls 
- 


** SERMON XI. 


inquiring into, a freedom from all open 
and. ſecret injuſtice, from every ba 
ö 4 e conduct. _ 


But the utmoſt circumſpection with re- 
gard to the external behaviour is far from 
being ſufficient to render us acceptable 
worſhippers to God. Man ſees only the 
actions; he can diſcover no more of the 
diſpoſition: than theſe” lay open. It is the 
prerogative: of God to ſearch the heart, and 
to try the reins. The ſecret motives which 
actuate the. ſoul are perfectly known to 
him who formed it; and unleſs they are 
upright, in vain do we look for his accep- 
tance. Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for 
they ſhall ſee Gad. They alone are ap- 
proved by him, and they only are capable 
of enjoying him. If you preſent: a book 
to- an illiterate perſon, fairly printed, and 
elegantly bound, he eſtimates its value 
from its outward appearance; but a wile . 
man looks into its contents, conſiders: theſe, 
| and FOO accordingly, The heart 


Matt. v. 8. 
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is a book which God alone is able perfectly 
to read, and he pronounces with unerring 
judgment and impartiality, A. the flag that 
groweth up without water, whilft it is yet 
in its greenneſs, withereth before any other 
herb, ſo. the bypocrite's hope ſhall periſh. His 
| bope ſhall be cut off, and his rin be 
as the ſpider s web ©, 


aa are called in Chriſt Jeſus to be the 
temples of the Haly Gb. The requeſt of 
your Saviour is, My fon, give me thy heart. 
And if it is poſſeſſed by the riches of this 
world, corrupted by its pleaſures, or en- 
groſſed by its vanities, will you preſume 
to. preſent it as a ſuitable oblation to God ? 
How pious, how benevolent, how pure 
- ought his intentions to be, who deliberate- 
ly ſubjects himſelf to the inſpeRion of that 
eye, which is more quick and penetrating 
than the lightning of heaven ! Is the ſeat 
of corruption a fit habitation for the Spirit 

of God? Is the heart which is the ſlave of 


* Job xi. 11, 12, 13, 14. f 1 Cor, vi. 0 
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Vice 

A harlot, a proper offering” for the 860 of 
God ? Will he who calls himſelf. in ſcrip- 
ture the jealous God, - endure any rival in 
your affections ? You never had an incli- 
nation to bow before an image; to offer 
ſacrifice to Baal, or to worſhip any of the 
gods of the. heathens, never entered into 
your thoughts, Can you be ſaid then ne- 
ver to have lifted up your ſoul unto vanity ? 
Alas! the attention which is commonly 
paid to gold and, filver, the ſacrifices of 
truth and honeſty, virtue and humanity, 
which are made to attain them, ſhew ſuf- 
ficiently in what veneration they are held 
by their votaries. Are they not properly the 
idols before which the covetous bow ? Have 
malice” or revenge, or other irregular paſ- 
fions, ever ruled over you, and ſubjected 
you to their ſway? If they have, remem- 
ber the voice of truth hath ſpoken it, 7 
are his ſervants whomſoever ye obey *, Let no 
man deceive you with vain words: He that 
doeth righteouſneſs is righteous, even as G 
is TO. « | 
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In our deſcription of the man who can 
ſtand before the Lord, we have not yet taken 
notice of a principal part of his character 
drawn in my text. It is added, he hath not 
ſworn deceitfully. When I look back to an- 
cient ages, I ſee almoſt whole nations of Pa- 
gans, among whom. an oath was a pledge of 
fidelity ſcarce evet broken. Even a diſſolute 
heathen poet who was favourable to fo 
many other vices, hath expreſſed the greateſt 
abhorrence of this. How ſhameful is the de- 
generacy of nations called chriſtian ! Thou 
Sovereign Father of the uniyerſe, forgive 
their depravity, and convert them! Let 
the beſt example, the moſt wholeſome laws, 
and the ſtrongeſt motives, unite in making 
thoſe who profeſs this religion, the beſt of 
men. I ſhould be unworthy, altogether 
_ unworthy of my place or office, if I feared 

td tell the higheſt among my hearers, that 
even the common oaths fill practiſed by 
many, however trifling they may appear to 
the thoughtleſs or the debauched, ſhock 
the ears, and kindle the indignation of 


every ſerious Chriſtian, and er the man 
Vor. II. C 
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who is addicted to them, totally unfit for 

approaching to God, whoſe name he af- 

fronts,. and whoſe authority he deſpiſes. 

But I ſhould be unjuſt to every principle 

of virtue and religion, if I heſitated to de- | 

_ clare, that the riches of the Indies, pur- | 
ehaſed by one falſe or equivocating oath, 

are bought at too dear a price. I hail as the | 

diſciple of Jeſus,. the pooreſt man who can 

ſay, I have loſt this world's goeds, but by 

the grace of God, I have preſerved my in- 

tegrity. Much haſt thou gained, thou 

happieſt victor; and inſignificant are the 

toys which. thou haſt loſt/ But the man 

Who is wealthy, or powerful, by unjuſtifi- 

able methods, who has not ſcrupled to per- 

jure himſelf, or to involve others in that 

horrible crime; my ſoul, enter not into 

his ſecret, dwelF not in his habitation. He 

is a corrupter of the ſociety of men: how 

deteſtable mult he be in the fight of Gd 


Ln 


Thus keeping my text in view, I have 
delineated ſome features of that character, 
which is neceſſary to fit us for * on 

2 | 


. 


powerful for him, * bs" 409 any 


God in his ordinances. I haye pointed 


- . out ſome of thoſe yirtues which ſhould 
adorn it, and laid open ſome of thoſe vices 


which ought never to ſtain it. It may ſtill 
be proper to be more particular ; and as the 
diſplay of real characters has a tendency 
to convey inſtruction more forcibly than 
general deſeriptions, it may not be unal- 
lowable to paint a few ; ſuch 28 I hope will 
be found in life, and ſuch as I am ſure 
we ought to imitate in thoſe dyties which 
ſuit our ſituation, if we wiſh to be . 
able in the ſight of God. 


Firſt. of all then, figure to yourſelyes an | 


eminent merchant, who had enjoyed the 
happineſs of 2 religious and virtuous edu- 
cation. From his infancy the ſentiments 
of piety were wrought into his mind, and 
they were ſtrengthened with his years. 


He was not exempted from the tempta- 


tions that are incident to youth. He had 


| often reliſted them, but with ſorrow he 


found that they had frequently been too 
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yielded to them. Yet with humble hope, 


he betook himſelf to the mercy of God, 
thro' the mediation of his Saviour. His 
heart was open to that divine influence, 
which is never denied to ſuch as aſk it. 
After many ſevere conflicts with his paſ- 
ſions, he was happily confirmed in reli- 
gion, and an eſtabliſhed character amongſt 
all who knew him. His fellow merchants, 
in every exigency, were ready to conſult 
him, and to follow his advice. It was al- 
ways dictated by integrity and good ſenſe. 
The poor bleſſed him. To no public ſpi- 
rited deſign that lay within the reach of 
his abilities, did he ever refuſe his aid : 
neither his friends, his family, nor the 
ſtate, had ever reaſon to reproach him, 
The regularity .-of his public devotions, 


and the chliearfulneſs of his temper were 


equally remarkable. No man ſuſpeRed 


that he was remiſs in the private duties of 


religion; but he was ſo ſecret in the per- 
formance of them, that the ſeaſons he ſet 
apart for this purpoſe, were ſcarcely known 
to thoſe who lived in the ſame houſe with 
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| him, A variety of incidents would occur 
in ſuch a man's life, that could not fail to 
diſcover his religious temper. It may be 


inſtructive to ſpecify a few. 


A neighbour who was the father of a nu- 
merous family came to him one day, and 


told him that by his interpoſition he could 


receive a ſupply of a certain kind of mer- 
chandize which would be a mean of ſav- 


Ing his credit, and preventing the ruin of 


his family. He happened to have a large 


quantity of the ſame goods on hand. The 


bringing more muſt hurt his profit conſi- 


derably; but humanity and religion did 


not ſuffer him to heſitate a moment. He 
granted his requeſt. The embarraſſed cir- 
cumſtances of another neighbour made 


him willing to diſpoſe of certain effects 
below their real value. He made the offer 
to the man whoſe character I am now de- 


lineating. He paid him at the common 
rate, and ſuſpecting that vanity might part- 
ly have prompted him, almoſt condemned 
himſelf for ſaying, I never yet _ ad- 
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vintage of any man!: God forbid that 1 


mould begin with you. T's recount all 
the good offices of ſuch 4 man, whoſe life 

was dedicated to virtue and religion, were 
endleſs, There was ſcarce a day of his 
life, in which ſome generous or friendly, 
ſome charitable or pious action would not 
be told of him by his neighbours; and no 


_o L731 _ +» 


evening would ever paſs away, in which he 
was not ready to ſay, I proſtrate myſelf, O 
God, before thy throne ; Lord be merciful 
to me a ſinner. To this man we may per- 
füade ourſelves the Favour bf heaven would 
not be wanting: Temperance and aQivi- 

would naturilly edndiite to his health; 
nor will ye wonder that his affairs pröſper- 
ed ih Fonfeguence bf his incluſtry and pru- 
dende, joined ts the bleffing of God, and 
the confidende of thoſe with whom he wat 
connected in Bunineſs. It would rather be 
Range if th his Gif the öbſerbation or 
Solon were hot verified : Tn wiſdom's 
Fight Bard % ligth of days, und in Ber If 
Band are Yiches and Vottour . 1 Yeverthce 
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this charaQter ; and were I in company with 
ſuch a perſon, I ſhould be apt in the over- 
flowing of my heart to cry out, Peace is in 
the dwelling of the upright, and the favour 
of God ſhall not depart from him. I ſhould 
be ſolicitous to know the ſecret emotions 
of his foul. 1 believe(him to be a ſaint, 
and I ſhould not be ſurprized if he ſpoke 
to me in ſome ſuch.terms:as theſe. I am 
<« conſcious that the world, often unjuſt to 
<< better men, aſcribes to me more than I 
4 deſerve, On a thouſand things in my 
<« paſt life, I look back with regret. I am 
* not inſenſible to the pleaſures of good- 
«© neſs, but cannot help at the ſame time 
<< feeling and lamenting the diſorders of 
<< my heart, and.the errors of my conduct. 
I adore the all · perfect Being, and humble 
* myſelf before him in duſt and aſhes. 
In the meritorious obedience, the un- 
< ſpotted ſacrifice, and the powerful inter- 
<< ceffion of Jeſus, I place my only hope.” 


Would to God, that in moſt of its features, 
this character were a juſt 8 of 
many in this aſſembly. 

C4 


Human life, my brethren, is a diverſified 
ſcene. A ſingle character gives but a con- 
fined repreſentation of ty My proſeſſion 

calls me to the practice of many duties, 
and to the exerciſe of ſome virtues, which 
are not ſo immediately neceſſary in your 
ſtation. You are ſubjected to many diffi- 
culties, and expoſed to many ſnares, from 
| which my lot in the world has exempted 
1 .. Ti give therefore a more extenſive 
13 > view of the man who will be acceptable 
2 31. his approaches to God, let us ſubjoin 

a+ &= . ſome other characters. pf 


In the ſame place, we ſhall ſuppoſe, there 
4 | lived a perſqn very different in ſeveral re- 
A” — fſpets from him we have already deſcribed. 
44 Let thoſe ſcenes which marked his early 
days, and which he now laments, be for ever 
buried in oblivion. Being afterwards the 
father of a numerous family, he was by 
ſome of the ſeverer domeſtick afflictions 
led to conſideration, Conſideration. pro- 
duced repentance; and by the grace of 
God, repentance for the paſt ended in a 


— 


SERMON xl. =g 


thorough reformation for the future, A 
train of. evils however ſeemed till to at- 
tend him. At firſt his faith wavered ; but 
often tried, it grew. ſtronger every day. 
Perhaps too great ſeverity ſucceeded his for- 
mer diſſipation ; but the regrets he felt, and 


the calamities he ſuffered, rendered this very 


pardonable. Of many it has been remark- 
ed, that age, other purſuits, and different 


cares have produced a change to the better: 
But concerning him every one was ready 
to ſay, How powerful is religion, and 


how viſible are the effects of divine grace 
The reflection upon his own failings ren- 
dered him wonderfully mild in his judg- 
ment of others, but engaged him in many 
acts of mortification, which were termed 
ſuperſtitious by the uncandid, but which 
he apprehended to be neceſſary in his caſe, 
and therefore of religious obligation. A 
ſeries of diſtreſs till purſued him. De- 
prived at laſt of the conſolations he 
was wont to receive from a virtuous and 
affectionate wife, bereft of many hopeful 


children, ſunk into poverty by unavoidable 
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diſaſters, ſo many misfortunes brought 
wrinkles on his countenance, and gave an 
eatly greyneſs to his locks, With his eyes 
lifted to heaven, whilſt the tears low down 
his cheeks, imagine you hear this ſon of 
affliction thus addreſſing himſelf to his Crea- 
tor; O my God, pity and ſupport me. My 
Tufferings are not equal to my fins, yet, 
merciful Father, remember I am duſt, lay 
not on me more than I am able to bear. 
But whatever it may pleaſe thy providence 
to inflict, preſerve me from repinihg, and 
have mercy on me for his ſake who was ac- 
quainted with grief and ſuffering, and who 
came to ſeek and to fave that which was loſt. 
Nothing can ftrike that is not particular; 
Jet us attend then more narrowly to this 
man's character. It was diſtinguiſhed by 
patience, ſelf-denial, and fortitude, After 

His reformation, no man could hear him 
ſay, I have done every thing, but Provi- 
dence frowns upon me. Being preſſed to 
receive benefactlons from ſome who knew 
His fituation, he who in his better days had 
_ given liberally, would reply to this purpoſe : 
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& Wben 1 can ſtruggle no longer, 1 will 
« readily and gratefully accept the allift- 
&* ance of others; but while my health and 
« capacity remain, I ſhall never recelve 
„ what ought to be beſtowed on the more 
« indigent and helpleſs.” Suppoſe him at 
length on the bed of death, in full poſſel[- 
ſion of his reaſon, would it not be natural 
for him to expreſs his ſentiments in ſorni 
ſuch manner as this; O my friends, love 
God. Adhere to the laws of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and know that your labour ſhall not be in 
vain, You behold me worn out with age, 
and overwhelmed with calamities; but 
without the conſolations of religion I had 
been utterly wretched ind undone, My 
warfare is now accomplimed. Gracious 
God, forgive the errors of my „ r and 
the ſins of my riper years. My foul re- 
vives within me. The grace of my Re- 
deemier gives me new ſtrength. O conduct 
me from this valley of tears to the regions 
of glory and felicity, Come Lord Jeſus, 
come quickly. Who is not ready in ſuch 
a caſe to ſay in the words of Balaam, Let 
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me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
lei end be like his /* But to proceed. | 


In the ſight of God, my brethren, no ſta- 
tion is mean. In his view it is not rank, but 
conduct only, that can dignify or diſgrace. 
Let us ſuppoſe then a perſon, whoſe birth, 
edueation and natural endowments con- - 
fine him to one of the loweſt ſpheres of life. 
While he ſerves his fellow mortal, he ſhews - 
himſelf the ſervant of God. The ordina- 


ry duties of his ſtation are not very exten- 


ſive or very numerous, but he is thoroughly 
conſcientious in the performance of them. 
His integrity and affiduity are irreproach- 
able : Uncorrupted by the vices of others, 
he neither purloins his maſter's goods, nor 
permits his intereſt to ſuffer by his negli- 
gence, The maxims of honour and mean- . 
neſs which depend upon a commerce with 
the world, and which are not without their 


uſe, do not actuate him, he is influenced by 


nobler and more rational motives, he acts 


ftom fingleneſs of heart, fearing God whom 
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he knows to be 80 reſpecter of perſons, He 
conſiders himſelf as one who is bought by the 
blood of Chriſt,” in whom there is no diſ- 
tinction of rich or poor, or bond or free; 
and that gratitude and duty bind him to 
obey his laws. He knows that every faith- 
ful diſciple of Jeſus is an heir of eternal 
happineſs. . This raiſeth him above the 
world. Satisfied with the humble great- 
neſs of a good conſcience, he deſerves more 
reſpet than thouſands that are clad in 
purple and fine linen. 


But to impreſs your minds with a ſenſe 
of thoſe virtues which are required in the 
worſhippers of God, why ſhould I have re- 
courſe to ſuch deſcriptions as theſe The 
ſcripture itſelf has in various places in the 
ſtrongeſt and livelieſt manner deſcribed the 
conduct that is neceſſary for fitting us to 


appear before the Lord. Let us ſelect ſome 
of the moſt remarkable paſſages where this 
ſubject is treated. The whole of the fif- 
teenth pſalm is taken up in deſcribing a 
citizen of Zion, It begins with a queſtion 
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Factſy the ſame with that in our text, Lord, 
Ma ball abide in thy tabernack ? Who ſhall 
dwell in thy holy hill? Attend carefully to 
the anſyver which is given. 


IT) be import of the inquiry in the fixth 
Chapter of Micah is the ſame; and the an- 
ſyer js coincident, There is a ſtrange ten- 
dency in the corrupted nature of man, to 
apprehend that he can 1701 God by mere 
external obſeryances. his is ſtrongly ex- 
emplified i in the Jews, and no leſs ngly 
expoſed by the prophets, who never fail to 
inſiſt on the neceſſity of a holy and benefi- 
cent life, Wherefore, ſay the Jews, have 
we faſted, and they feef not" ? And what 
ſays the prophet ? Waſh ye, make you clean, 
put away the evil of your daings from ot - 
fore mine eyes, ceoſe to do ovil, learn 10 do 
well, ſeek Judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, 
judge dhe fatherleſs, plead for the widow ®. 


The doctrine of our divine maſter, who 
game not to deſtroy the law or the prophets, 


1 I. lviii. 4. 
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but to fulfil them, entirely correſponds 
to this. In his ſermon upon the mount, 
none are termed bleſſed, but thoſe who were 
poſſeſſed of the ſeveral virtues there recom- 
mended. - No man could be a diſciple, or, 
according to the phraſe of ſcripture, enter 
into the kingdom of heaven, whole righte- 
ouſneſs did not exceed the righteouſneſs of 
the ſcribes and phariſees ". The whole te- 
Jeſus circumciſion availeth nothing, nor un- 


cireumcifion, but a new creature. Such of 


his parables as moſt fully diſplay the mercy 


of his diſpenſation, particularly thoſe of the 


phariſee and publican, and of the prodigal 
fon, do likewiſe ſhew the neceſſity of an hum- 
ble ſpirit, and a right temper, in -order to 
acceptance with the ſupreme judge. There 
is not a, greater blaſphemy againſt the Son 
of God, than to ſuppoſe that he meant by 
his doctrine to looſen the obligations of vir- 
tue and purity, of which he exhibited in his 
life ſo perfect a pattern, and which in his 
teaching he recommends with ſo much 
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32 SERMON XI. 
warmth and energy. I might alſo inſiſt 
on the example of thoſe, whoſe hiſtory the 
ſcripture records for our inſtruction. I 
might deſcribe the righteouſneſs of Abel, of 
Noah, of Abraham; the virtue of Joſeph, 
the meekneſs of Moſes, the integrity of 
Samuel, the patience of Job, the fortitude 
of the prophets, the zeal], the charity, and 
the magnanimity of the apoſtles. Toilluſtrate 
the ſame point, I might diſcourſe on' the 
penitence of David, the contrition of Pe- 


ter, and the happy conſequences with which 


they were followed. In ſhort, the whole of 
the bible from beginning to end would con- 


ſpire in confirming that ancient oracle of 


heaven, If thou doeft well, fhalt thou not be 
accepted? And if thou doeft not well, in 
lie that the door b, and in teaching this im- 
portant prigciple, That the prayers of the 


wicked are an abomination to the Lord +; 


but that the cry of the righteous reacheth 
to the throne of God, and that the lifting 
up of their hands is acceptable as the morn- 
ing and the evening ſacrifice. 
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; F ſhall now conclude with a few reflec- 
tions. In the firſt-place, ſince the charac- 
ter which is requiſite for rendering us ac- 
_ - Ceptable worſhippers of God, is ſo pure 
and holy, how careful ſhould we be to in- 
quire whether it is ours? We are fo conſti- 
tuted, that the preſence of a fellow crea- 
ture gives us a deſire of appearing to him in 
a favourable light. This deſire is ſenſt-- 
bly felt before an equal, but it exerts itſelf 
more ſtrongly before a ſuperior. Even the 
moſt virtuous are not without a wiſh to 
know by. what honeſt means they may ren- 
der themſelves agreeable. If this is natu- 
ral, how inexcuſable muſt it be to approach 
precipitately the preſence of that Being, 
before whom the angels cover their faces 
with their wings ? Need I ſay, that his ap- 
probation is of more importance than that 
of the whole world ? Need I ſhow that his 
favour. is life, and his loving kindneſs is 
better than life? How ſ-licitous then 
ſhould we be to know, whether we are the 
objects of it? Let us therefore attend to 
the language of our conduct, and examine 
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the diſpoſition of our hearts. This is not a: 
work to be gone about ſlightly; it ought 
to be performed with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs 
and ſtrictneſs. If we find that the love of 
God and man has been the main ſpring 
of our actions, let us give God the glory, 
and reſolve, that by his grace ſtrengthening 
us we will perſevere, and go on to perfec- 
tion. To ſerious reſolutions let us add; 
fervent prayers to God, addrefling him in 
the words of the pſalmiſt, Search me, O God, 
and know my heart : try me and know my 
thoughts. And ſee if there be any wicked way. 
in me, and lead me in the way everlaſt- 
ing | | 


Finally, ſince that conduct and temper 
which God requires in thoſe who approach 
him, is fo blameleſs and holy, what reaſon 
have we all to humble ourſelves in his ſight, 


and to acknowledge and deplore our un- 
worthineſs? e baue all finned and come 


ſhort of his glory*, and were be firift to 
mark iniquity, we could not fland before him, 


Pf. exxxix. 23, 24. * Rom, iii. 23. 
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nor anſwer for one of a tbouſand. The 
beſt men are far below the ſtandard of per- 
feftion, and too ſenſible of their defects to 
plead their virtue at the tribunal of juſtice, 
or to challenge as their right the friendſhip 
of the ſupreme. And how far are we be- 
low the character of the beſt? With what 
contrition ſhould a review of our paſt of- 
fences fill our minds? and what humility 
ſhould the conſciouſneſs of our preſent 
frailties inſpire ? Happy is the man who 
has been early led into the paths of virtue, 
and purſues his journey towards perfection 
with unremitting ſteps. Happy in the next 
degree the ſinner, who, pierced with a ſenſe ' 
of his guilt and mifery, flees from both by 
a ſpeedy repentance, and implores pardon 
in the blood of Chriſt. If you, my bre- 
thren, perceive the beauty of holineſs, if you 
love it, and if you reſolve to practiſe it, 
come to God in humble confidence of his 
mercy thro' Jeſus your redeemer, by whom 
we are warranted to aſſure you that ye ſhall 
not be rejected. It is your Saviour's cha- 
D 2 
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racter, that he will not break the bruiſed 

" reed, nor quench the ſmoaking flax. If you 
are ſick of ſin, and weary of its bondage, 
be not afraid of applying to him who is the 
phyſician of the fick, and the deliverer of 
the captive. With the outſtretched arms 
of unbounded compaſſion he will receive 
you, and will treat you as his brethren, and 
his friends. Ye ſhall receive the bleſſing 
from the Lord, and righteouſneſs from the 
Cod of your ſalvation. | 
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And he ſaid, A certain man had two ſons : 
and the younger of them ſaid to his fa- 
| ther, Father, give me the portion of goods 
| that falleth to me. And he divided unto 
them his living. And not many days af- 
ter, the younger ſon gathered all together, 
and took his journey into a far country, 
and there waſted his ſubflance with riot- 
ous living. And when he had ſpent all, 
there aroſe a mighty famine in that land; 
and he began to be in want. And he 
went and joined himſelf to a citizen of 
Ta that country; and he ſent him into his 
fields to feed ſwine. And he would fain 
have filled his belly with the huſks that 
the ſwine did eat : and no man gave un- 
to him. And when he came to himſelf, be 
ſaid, How many hired ſervants of my 
father's have bread enough and to ſpare, 
and I periſh with hunger ! I will ariſe, 
4-1 


* 


and go to my father, and will ſay to him, 
Father, I have ſinned again heaven, 
und before thee, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy ſon: make me as one of 
thy hired ſervants. And he aroſe, and 
came to his father. But when he was yet 
_ @ great way off, his father ſaw him, and 
| had compaſſion, and ran, and fell on his 
_ neck, and kifſed him. And the ſun ſaid un- 
to him, Father, I have ſinned again/t 
heaven, and in thy fight, and am no 
more worthy ta be called thy ſon. But 
the father ſaid to his ſervants, Bring 
forth the beſt robe, and put it on him, and 
put a ring on his hand, and ſhoes on his 
| feet. And bring hither the fatted calf, 
and hill it; and let us eat and be merry. 
For this my ſon was dead, and is alive 


again; he was lofi, and is found. And 


they began to be merry. 


IHE company to which our Saviour 
addreſſed his diſcourſe at this time, 
conſiſted of men who had very different 
characters, and who, to outward appearance, 
were very unlike in their manners, The 
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publicans, who were the collectors of the 
taxes impoſed by the Romans, and who 

were exttemely diſagreeable to the Jews 
both on account of their office and their 
behaviour in the execution of it, with many 
others equally notorious for their vices, 
made up one claſs of his hearers. The other 
elaſs conſiſted of the ſcribes and phariſees, 
whoſe pretences to purity and ſanity were 
very high, who treated thoſe who differed 
from them with the moſt ſupercilious con- 

tempt, aſſuming an excluſive privilege of 
being accounted holy; while at the ſame 


time their hearts were altogether vitiated 
and corrupted. 


The parables recorded in this chapter are 
admirably calculated for inſtructing the for 
mer of thoſe claſſes in the extent of the di- 
vine mercy, and thus engaging them to fly to 
its protection, and for reproving the uncha- 
ritableneſs and ſelf-ſuMicienicy of the latter. 
In the two firſt parables, that of the _ 
ſheep and that of the loſt piece of ſilver, we 
may diſcern the addreſs of our Saviour as a - 
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teacher. The ſtrongeſt reaſons for hope 
are explicitly conveyed to the publicans 
and ſinners: but the rebuke to the ſeribes 
and phariſees is oblique and concealed. 
Thus the attention of one part of his au- 
dience is rouſed, and their affections gained: 
.and by the force of truth, delivered in the 
moſt engaging manner, the murmurings 
of the phariſees on account of our Savi- 
our's keeping company with finners are 
made gradually to ſubſide, In the third pa- 
-rable, which begins at the eleventh verſe, in 
a narration the moſt ſimple and natural, all 
thoſe circumſtances are united, which, 
while they enlighten the underſtanding, are 

at the ſame time proper for touching the 
heart, We here diſcover this divine teach- 
er ſhewing, with equal clearneſs, his en- 
larged mind, his compaſſionate heart, his 
awful authority, and his nervous eloquence. 
I have confined myſelf at preſent to that 
part of this parable which chiefly preſents 
to us the miſery of vice, the diſpoſition of a 
true penitent, and the mercy of God, The 
decorum and propriety with which our 
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Saviour conducts his allegories, and their 
excellence, not only as ſources of moral 
inſtruction, but as patterns of juſt and fine 
writing, are very remarkable, Inſtead of 
darkening a plain paſlage by a tedious cri- 
tical commentary, I chooſe in the preſent 
caſe to juſtify the remark I have now made 
by the following obſervations. 


It is the younger-of the two ſons who is 
impatient of his father's reſtraint, and aſks 
for a portion of his goods. His youth and 
his inexperience plead ſome excuſe for his 
levity, his impatience, and the raſhneſs of 
his requeſt. The haſte with which this 
young man, as is obſerved in the 13th 
verſe, collected all he had, in order to ful- 
fil his deſigns, is extremely agreeable to 
the fire and impetuoſity of youth, and to the 
violence of cager and ungratified paſſions. 
There is alſo a circumſtance taken notice 
of in the ſame verſe, which intereſts the 
reader in his favour, and prepares us in ſome 
meaſure to expect his recovery : it is, that 
be took his jou ney into a far country, By this 
4 | 
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it is hinted that, though bent upon vice 
and reſol ved to indulge himſelf in it, yet 
he was not loſt to ſhame, nor to the force 
of every other virtuous principle. The eye 
-of a father would have proved too ſevere a 
check upon him, and his authority too 
great a hindrance to his unlawful purſuits. 
Beyond the reach of that eye which would 
have inſpired him with reverence, he there- 
fore -reſolves to live, and the interpoſition 
of that authority which his nature would 
not have ſuffered him to have contemned, 
he determines by his diſtance to render im 


The intention of our Saviour's diſcourſe 
-diſcovers the propriety of his relating brief- 
ly the magner in which this young man 
ſquandered his fortune, It was not his de- 
ſign to render him too much an objeR of 
deteſtation. He therefore does not paint 
his viees in thoſe ſtrong colours, in which 
- we know from other deſcriptions that he 
was fo able to draw them. It is-ſufficient 
at preſent to denote them by the name of 
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riotous living. It is natural to imagine, 
that extravagance will be the parent of 
want : but it is alſo natural to ſuppoſe, that 
influenced by ſome timely warning, one 
may be brought to reflect and to recover 
himſelf before he is plunged in the very, 
depth of miſery, This ſuppoſition, the hif- 
tory in the preſent caſe for a little ſeems to 
favour, and the intimating all at once the 
extremity of the wretched, forlorn and deſ- 
picable condition of this thoughtleſs youth, 
more ſtrongly excites the feeling of fur- 
prize and ſympathy, from the mixture of 
which we receive thoſe emotions of ſorrow 
which the human mind approves of and 
upon the whole delights in. He joined 
himſelf to a citizen of that country, but 
alas! he was ſent into the fields to fred fine, 
and be would have been glad to have filled 
his belly with the huſks which the ſibius did 
eat; and no man gave unto him, 'T heſe ex- 
pre ſſions convey to every one the ideas of a 
mean and ſervile employment, and extreme 
indigence. But they impreſſed a Jew ſtill 
more ſtrongly. Theſe animals whoſe fleſh 
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the Jews were not allowed to eat, and whoſe 
carcaſes they were prohibited to touch, 
this young man, who once had ſo different 
ꝓroſpects, was now obliged to attend as a 
keeper, and even envied them the food 
which they devoured. On account of his 
wretchedneſs he is forced to give up the 
rights of his birth, the prerogative of his 
former ſtation ; and want conquers that an- 
tipathy which his education, his prejudices, 
and his religion had ſo deeply riveted in his 
Nature, | | 


- But affliction produced in him ſober 
thoughts. In the 17th verſe, we are told 
that be came to himſelf, Vice and immora- 
lity is one ſpecies, and perhaps the worſt 
ſpecies of madneſs. And therefore in an- 
tient languages, wiſdom and virtue are of- 
ten conſidered as ſignifying the ſame thing ; 
ſo in like manner are vice and folly, or mad- 
neſs. I think in this there is great pro- 
priety. For madneſs, according to the gene- 
ral acceptation, means ſuch an extravagant 
deviation from the ordinary apprehenſions 
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and actions of men, as diſcovers either the 
want, or total derangement of ſome of the 
principal faculties which men daily exer- 
ciſe in common life. Now vice is the 
ſame deviation from the eſtabliſhed conſti- 
tution of nature, and the ſame violation 
of its laws as madneſs is of the ordinary 
practice of mankind. 


Every thing in this parable is animated; 
No tedious deſcriptions, nor tireſome rela- 
tions, The whole is tranſacted, not nar- 
rated. The ſpeech with which the prodigal 
reſolves to accoſt his father, paints in the 
molt expreſſive language, the wretchedneſs 


of his ſtate, and the penitence and * 
of his heart. 


In the 20th verſe we read, that when he 
was yet a great way off, his father ſaw bim; 

bad compaſſion, and ran and fell on his neck 
and kiſſed him. Does not every circum- 
ſtance diſplay the character of the tender 
parent? The eye which age and affliction 
had rendered dim, notwithſtanding the 
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ſqualid and miſerable appearance of the 
traveller, at a diſtance recognizes his own 
ſon. Affection warms the father's blood, 
gives ſuppleneſs to his joints, and ſpeed to 
his feet. The interruption which the fa- 
ther makes in the 22d verſe to the preme- 
ditated diſcourſe of his ſon, relieves from 
the langour of a repetition, and diſcovers 
in a moving manner, the ſtrong affections 
and overflowing {ſympathy of the father's 
heart. In the charge given to the ſervants, 
and the reaſons by which it is enforced, are 
ſtrongly marked the generoſity of the fa+ 
ther's diſpoſition, the naked and miſerable 
condition of the prodigal, the unfeigned j Joy 
at his return, and the gracious manner in 
which he was received. ; 55 

Upon PL this parable appears to 
me one of the moſt ſimple, natural and 
animated pieces of compoſition. But its ex- 
cellence in theſe reſpe&ts conſtitutes tne 
leaſt part of its merit. What may be term- 
ed the body of the diſcourſe, the language 
and the incidents, are elegant and ſtriking: 
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and the ſoul, the ſentiments and the moral 
inſtruction which it conveys are ſo juſt and 


important, that they entirely correſpond. 


Let us now conſider it in this latter light. 


1 need not inform any perſon, that the fa- 
ther is intended to repreſent to us the Al- 
mighty, who is the univerſal parent of hea- 

ven and earth, who openeth his hand and libe- 
rally ſatisfieth the wants: of bis creatures : or 
that in the younger ſon, is figured the charac- 


ter of a ſinner, ho regardleſs of the ties of 
duty and gratitude, forſakes the laws of God, 


and follows the corrupt devices of. his own: 
heart, All this is extremely obvious : and- 
yet ſcarcely any thing more is neceſfary for 
making us fully comprehend the moral in- 
ſtructions that are juſtly founded on this 
parable ; for we are not to ſearch for the 
moral of every circumſtance. Such dif- 
quiſitions are generally harmleſs, and may 
ſometimes be uſeful ; but they rather tend 
to withdraw our attention from the chief 


end of | parables. The propereſt way of 


treating them ſeems to be, to obſerve and 
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enforce the general purpoſes for which they: 
were ſpoken : and to point out theſe, does 
not require much acuteneſs or penetration. 
They are for the moſt part extremely evi- 
dent, For inſtance, does not every one ſee 
that the portion of the parable now under 
conſideration is. principally calculated for 
the purpoſes I formerly hinted at, to repre- 
ſent to us, 1ſt the fatal conſequences of raſn- 
neſs, folly and vice; adly the diſpoſition and: 
temper of a true penitent ; and laſtly, the 
mercy of God, and his readineſs to receive 
every returning ſinner. Keeping theſe. 
three objects in our view, I ſhall again re- 
view the hiſtory of this prodigal ſon, and 
apply what may be ſaid as we go along. 


Uneaſy under the reſtraint which a fa- 
ther's preſence impoſed, this young man. 
is anxious to leave his own country, and: 
to fulfil all the defires of his heart. Hav- 
ing obtained from an indulgent parent, a 
ſhare of his eſtate, he immediately under- 
takes his journey, At this inſtant, let us 
contemplate him, young, healthy, unexperis 
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enced, elevated with the preſent, fearleſs 
of the future, his eye indicating the rap- 
ture of his heart; his ſoul prognoſticates 
the higheſt joy, and he thinks himſelf the 
happieſt of mortals. What ſcenes of plea- 
ſure does he revolve in his mind ! and he 
longs for nothing but the day in which he 
ſhall gratify all his wiſhes. But why ſhould 
he fear the preſence of a father? why fly 
from the ſight of a man, whom he knows 
to be the object of reverence ? His heart 
, even now ſometimes miſgives him, and 
virtue offers her ſacred admonitions, But 
the flattery and intoxication of vice puſh 
him on, and regardleſs of every wiſe and 
ſober reflection, he haſtens to his ruin, His 
money becomes the mean of his deſtruction. 
His appetites grow every day more irregu- 
lar and rapacious, and he purchaſes every 
object that can gratify them. The light of 
reaſon ſometimes riſes in his foul, He ex- 
tinguiſhes it by plunging in vice. Many a 
time has conſcience offered to be his moni- 
tor : by the moſt infamous debauchery he 
checks her admonitions, till for a ſeaſon, ſhe 
has relinquiſhed her office. Why ſhould 1 
Vol. I. E 
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recount all the diſhoneſt deeds, the impure 
thoughts, and the unworthy pleaſures of a 
man, who follows the corrupt inclinations 
of his heart, and is deſerted by God? A 
companion of profligates, tyrannized over 
by his luſts, avoided by every good man, 
he muſt ſoon feel the miſery, which, though 
contrary to his intention, he has ſo direct- 
ly and affiducuſly earned. So it happened 
to this prodigal. He waſted his ſubſtance, 
and he began to be in want. How great and 
how fatal was this change! Accuſtomed 
to eat before he was hungry, to drink be- 
fore he was thirſty, never to ſuffer the call 
of any appetite to remain unanſwered, how 
wretched does he now feel himſelf, depriv- 
ed not only of the ſuperfluities, but of 
the very neceſlaries of life! Where are 
now the companions of. his better days, the 
partakers of his riotous and unholy plea- 
ſures! Where is the friend in whom he 
truſted, the miſtreſs with whom he ſquan- 
dered, or the ſervants that were obedient to 
his call? They are all fled; the blaſt of 
winter is come; and thoſe inſects that only 
wantoned in the ſun-ſhine of ſummer, 
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are for ever vaniſhed, The extremity to 
which he is reduced, obliges him to ſub- 
mit to the meaneſt and moſt deſpicable 


employment. 


Obſerve him now, and remark the al- 
teration which ſin has produced. What 
hopes and expectations did his look be- 
| token when he left his father's houſe ? 
W hat joy did it expreſs, when he was riot- 
ing in wantonnelſs ? behold now, what de- 
jection, and what deſpair ! The niceſt art 
was employed in preparing garments to 
ſet off his youth and beauty to advantage: 
behold now, rags ſcarcely protect him from 
the cold; the beggar and he wear the 
ſame attire. The beggar, who was never 
in a better ſtate, receives with gratitude 
every morſe], and taſtes it with pleaſure : ; 
to this youth, the remembrance of the paſt 
imbitters the preſent. . Removed from a 
paradiſe to a wilderneſs, from a falſe para- 
diſe to a real wilderneſs, the ſharpeſt ar- 
row. af afflicti pierges his breaſt, and the 
tears he ſheds diſcover a heart Sh 54 of 
22 
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ed with the bittereſt grief, I almoſt forget 
his fins, and I compaſſionate his ſufferings. - 
But we have not ſeen the half of them. 
His outward miſery ſtrikes the eye, but it- 
is only the ſhadow of his inward anguiſh, 
How ſhall I paint to you the remorſe that- 
preys upon his heart, and the agitations 
that diſtract his foul! Fortune, thy attacks 
are ſevere, but the attacks of guilt are in- 
tolerable, Bodily infirmity may be borne, 
but a wounded ſpirit, who can bear ? When 
the arrows of the Almighty flick faſt in a 
man, then indeed is be troubied, and bowed- 
deton mightily. He is feeble and ſore broken : 
He roareth by reaſon of the difquietneſs of his 
heart. His heart panteth, and his firength 
faileth him. In what a different light does 
the prodigal now view his immorality,. 
his debauchery, his impiety? A thouſand 
thoughts preſent themſelves : but every 
one is more excruciating than another. 
All his vices paſs in review before him. 
They are like the ghoſts of the murdered, 
and they ſeem to intreat that the vengeance 
of heaven may overtake him. Is this pic- 
oO _— 
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ture too much heightened ? I really believe 
it is not: and could we look with impar- 
tial eyes at the havock which fin makes in 
a human ſoul, I am perſuaded we ſhould 
confeſs the juſtneſs of this portrait, We 
enter into a lazar-houſe, and we ſee our 
fellow-creatures oppreſſed with ſome inve- 
terate and unremitting diſtemper, or ſmit- 
ten with one univerſal ſore. Nature ſhrinks 
at the ſight. Oh! far the eye of angels 
properly to diſcern the diſeaſes of the 
ſoul, to perceive the blackneſs of guilt, the 
Horror of an awakened conſcience ! Then 
every ſight that is now ſickening would be- 
come almoſt pleaſing in compariſon of the 
loathſomeneſs of theſe. Vice repeated and 
perſevered in, is the only object which 
makes angels relinquiſh the charge of mor- 
2 and fly from their ſociety as we fly from 
* peece infected with the plague. 


But © there is no room left for repentance, 
no pla for pardon? To all the evils of 
fin is that laſt and moſt intolerable one to 


be added, the deſpair of a recovery? No, 
E 3 
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my brethren, it is not. This hiſtory diſco- 
vers to us the diſpoſition of a true penitent 
and our Saviour, who relates this hiſtory, 
preſents this diſpoſition at the throne of 
God, and irreſiſtibly pleads for its accep- 
tance. | . 


Tue evil of fin lies in the ſou]. Before it 
is removed therefore the ſoul muſt undergo 
ſome alteration. It is vain to imagine, 
that true penitence conſiſts in external ob- 
ſervances or coſtly offerings. If you could 
facrifice thouſands of rams, and make an 
oblation of ten thouſand rivers of oil: if you 
ſhould give your fir/t-born for your tranſ- 
greſſions ; the fruit of your body for the fin 
of your ſoul, {till you might be a ſtranger to 
that temper which gained the prodigal ſo 
welcome a reception, When one receives 
a wound, we do not apply bandages and 
ointments to his garments, but to the part 
affected. The diſeaſes of the ſoul in like 

manner are not cured by extrinſic and fo- 

reign applications, but by ſomething that 
is inward and congenial. Now repentance 

2 , | 6 
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is that medicine which, by the bleſſing of 
God and the operations of his ſpirit, cureth 
the ſoul of ſin; and it conſiſts in a ſerious 
ſenſe of our tranſgreſſions, a deep humility 
on account of them, a ſincere contrition 
of heart, accompanied with an ingenuous 
confeſſion, and an unſhaken reſolution of 
amendment. 


All theſe particulars are either expreſſed 
or implied in the temper of the returning 
prodigal. I will ſay to my father; Father, 
I have ſinned againfl heaven and before thee, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy ſon ; 
make me as one of thy hired ſervants, He 
has ſuch a ſtrong ſenſe of his paſt folly, that 
he acknowledges he has forfeited the rights 
of his birth. He aſks not the privilege 
of a ſon, but the protection of a ſervant. 
His whole ſpeech diſcovers the genuineneſs 
of his ſorrow, and the deepneſs of his con- 
trition; far from endeavouring to cover 
or palliate his tranſgreſſions, he confſeſſes 
them in the moſt open and affecting man- 
ner. The expreſſion of his reſolution of 
"V4 
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amendment is the only thing which ſeems 
here to be wanting 3 but this very circum- 
ſtance gives us a new occaſion to obſerve 
the wonderful propriety and in mitable 
beauty of our Saviour's diſcourſes. The 
prodigal had been engaged in ſuch ſcenes 
of wickedneſs that the reflection upon them 
quite overwhelmed him. He ſcarcely durſt 
| _ promiſe upon his own treacherous heart, 
And having fo far and fo cauſeleſsly offend- 
ed, he bluſhes to declare his refolution of 
amendment. He leaves it to his look, his 
manner, the whole ſpirit of his diſcourſe, to 
ſpeak the ſecret but firm purpoſe of his ſoul. 
Is not this a conduct at once the moſt en- 
gaging, becoming, and noble? and does 
3 not the repreſentation of it diſcoyer to us 
| one of thoſe delicate ſtrokes of WE" 
which diſtinguiſh a maſter ? 


I might expatiate upon each of the par- 
ticulars implied in repentance, ſhew their 
connection, and explain how one of theſe 
naturally leads to another, in the order I 
have mentioned them, Without a ſenſe 
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of ſin, it is plain, we cannot feel the firſt 
emotions of penitence. But a ſenſe of fin 
ſeriouſly entertained, is a natural ſource of 
humility ; for when we conſider our cor- 
ruptions and vices, we cannot eſteem our- 
ſelves, but are aſhamed and abaſhed on ac- 
count of them. In this ſtate, our heart, ſorm- 
ed to diſcern and afpire after what is excel- 
lent, is affected with a feeling of its own 
defects. Overwhelmed with grief, we find 
no eaſe but in an honeſt confeſlion ; and 
from this very a& we are formed to derive 
ſome conſolation. Reſolution of amend- 
ment is the natural conſequence of theſe 
previous ſteps; and indeed the only courfe 
which remains for us to take, Your'time 
will not permit me to inſiſt more fully 
upon theſe particulars. Let me only pro- 
duce a few texts of ſcripture, to ſhow that 
the diſpoſition now deſcribed is the only 

acceptable facrifice to God, and indiſpen- 
ſably neceſſary in chriſtians. It was a pre- 
vailing error among the Iſraelites, that God 
would be pleaſed with a variety of obla- 
tions: their prophets are careful to correct 
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this error, and to lead them to juſt ſenti- 
ments upon this ſubject. Hear, O my people, 
and I will ſpeak; O Iſrael, and I will teflify 
againſt thee, I am God, even thy God. I 
will not reprove thee for thy ſacrifices or thy 
burnt-offerings, to have been continually be- 
fore me. I will take no bullock out of thy 
houſe, nor he-goat out of thy folds. For 
every beaſt of the foreſt is mine, and the cattle 
upon @ thouſand hills. I know all the fowls 
of the mountains, and the wild beaſts of the 
field are mine. If I were hungry, I would 
not tell thee ; for the world is mine, and the 
fulneſs thereof. Will I eat the fleſh of bulls, 
or drink the blood of goats To the ſame 
purpoſe, David in another place ſays, Thou 
defireft not ſacrifice, elſe would I give it: 
Thou delighteſi not in burnt-offering ; and 


immediately after declares, agreeably to our | 


doctrine, The ſacrifices of God are a broken 
ſpirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, 
thou wilt not deſpiſe”. He that confeſjeth his 
int, and forſaketh them, ſaith the wiſe 
man, the ſame ſhall find mercy ; but he that 
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covereth hit fins, ſball not proſper *.. And 


in the new teſtament, deſtruction is de- 
nounced. againſt all who do not repent. 
Except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh*, 
In the parable of the phariſee and publi- 
can*,.the latter, who was aſhamed on ac- 
count of his fins, who ſtood at a diſtance, 
and beat upon his breaſt, and ſaid, God be 

merciful to me a ſinner ; went down 10 his 
houſe juſtiſied, rather than the other. : 


But in the third place: In this able 
is repreſented to us the mercy of God, 
and his readineſs to receiye every returning 
ſinner. This is the perfection of the divine 
nature, in which, as offending creatures, 
we are principally intereſted, By his good- 
neſs he is the object of the love and vene- 
ration of angels. From its emanations 
they receive their felicity, and, dwelling at 


the fountain of joy, they know no ſorrow. 


But goodneſs. itſelf, ſtrict impartial good- 
neſs, is the object of terror to a weak im- 
perfect creature like man, conſcious of his 
© Prov. xxviil. 13. Luke xiii. 3. * Luke x. 
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fins, and repeated offences. Goodneſs en- 
gages the being that is poſſeſſed of it, to be 
Seneficent, to beſtow the means of happi- 
neſs, but not to reftore them if they have 
been miſapplied and ſquandered. When I 


ſurvey the juſtice of the Divinity, I trenible 


in his preſence ; and were I ignorant of 
every other moral perfe&tion of his nature, 

I ſhould pray to be reduced to nothing. 
When I view his goodneſs, I admire ani 
adore it; but I envy the angels who never 
Fell, and who are the objects of its compla- 
cence. But when I ſee him clothed in his 


mercy, I glory in my lot as a man, and 


raiſe my eyes to immortality. Now it is 
this attribute which is repreſented to us 


in this parable. When the prodigal had 


waſted all, when he was ruined and un- 


done, and was obliged to return to that 
Father whom he had diſregarded and diſ- 


Honoured ; we read, while he, was yet @ 


great way off, he bad compaſſion, and ran 
and fell on his neck, and kifſed him. Does 


not this teach us that, like as @ father pitieth 


tus children, ſo the Lord pitieth every repent- 


ing ſinner, Even under the ſeverity of the 
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old diſpenſation, the Omnipotent had de- 
clared himſelf the Lord, the Lord Gad, mer- 
ciful and gracious, long-ſuſfering and flow te 
anger, forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and 
fm. With him, it was at that period de- 
elared, there was mercy, that he might. be 
feared," and plentecus redemption; and be 
remembered the frame of mortals, that they 
were but "duſt. But ſtill clearer declara- 
tions of the merey and placability of God 
are afforded to us under the new difpen- 
ſation, in which Chriſt himſelf is the law- 
giver. The heavenly voice at his birth 
proclaimed, Peace on earth, and good-will 
to men: as if all that had yet been known, 
was only to be compared to ſome ſcattered 
rays which preceded the rifing of the ſun. 
One great part of our Saviour's employ- 
ment, during the whole of his miniſtry, 
was to diſplay the divinity in his mildeſt 
aſpect, and by this means, to hea! the broken 
in beart, and to bind up the wounded in ſpirit. 
And finally, this Saviour, by an unſpotted 
obedience, and a meritorious death, made 
mercy and truth to meet together, righteouſneſs 
and — to Aiſi each other. | 
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- Having now conſidered the fatal con ſe- 
quences of vice, the diſpoſition of a true 
penitent, an and the exuberant merey of God; 


let us in a few legrences, apply ant has 
been ſaid. 


5 410 vice the direct road to miſery and 
ruin? Does not daily experience convince 
us that it is? While the common acci- 
dents of life ſlay their thouſands, this evil 
alone killeth her ten thouſands. Let this 
teach us to conſider it as our greateſt ene- 
my. If there were a general reformation 
in a country, I could ſcarcely number up 
the train of diſeaſes, misfortunes, and af- 


flictions which would diſappear at once by 


its means : for trace our calamities to the 
ſource, and it will be found that vice is the 
chief one. Let the wicked man forſake bis 
ways, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, 
and let all who are not yet initiated in fin, 
beware. of it, for * it Nw a my 
to bis foul, 


| ati Since the diſpoſition of + a true pe- 
nitent is ſo pleaſing in the fight of God, 
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what reaſon has every one of us, to endea- 
vour to obtain it! The Almighty ſhews 
the value he has for a human ſoul, by pre- 
ferring its renewal to every other ſacrifice. 
There is a ſtrange propenſity in corrupt 
man, to endeavour to pleaſe God in ſome 
different manner ; but this is the only way 

that is acceptable. To what purpoſe 1s the 
multitude of your ſabbaths, your new-moons, 
and your oblations ] Waſh ye, make ye clean, 
put away the evil of your doings, ceaſe to 
ds evil, learn to do well, What occaſion 
we all have for this, let our lives and our 
manners teſtify, Does that piety, integri- 
ty or purity prevail among us, which be- 
come the goſpel ? Is that love to God, and 
regard to his laws, which the goſpel en- 
joins, the ruling principle of our lives ? 
Would to God it were ! after all, there 
- ſhould remain ſufficient defects to lament. 
But as it is otherwiſe, how deep ought our 
humiliation to be! Let us acknowledge 
our tranſgreſſions, and be diligent to ſearch 
out the plague of our own hearts, and turn 
unto God, who will have mercy; and unto 
our God, who will abundantly pardon. 
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Laſtly, This mercy of God which is 
diſplayed in the ſcriptures, ought to be the 
object of our praiſe and adoration, We 
are enabled to view God, and yet we are 
not conſumed. Bleſs the Lord, then, O my 
foul, and all that is within me, bleſs bis 
holy name; bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and 
forges mot all his benefits; who forgiveth 
aul thine tniquities, He will not always 
chide, neither will he keep his anger for 
ever he hath not dealt with us after our 
fins, nor rewarded us according to our ini- 
quities; for as the heaven is high above the 
earth, ſo great is his mercy toward them that 
fear him: as far as the eaft is from the weſt, 
fo far hath he removed our tranſgreſſions from 
us. Bleſs the Lord, O my foul. 


SERMON XIII. 
Mar THE xi. 29. 
Tale my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for 


am meek and lowly in heart, and ye 
OF JOS! TY its goes, 


IN the primitive ages of chriſtianity, there 

could bo no inducement for any one to 
aſſume the character of a chriſtian, but his 
being perſuaded of the truth of the goſpel, 
and of its efficacy to procure ſalvation to 
thoſe who obeyed its precepts. Men at 
that time very rarely engaged in any of the 
external exerciſes of religion, but from a 
ſenſe of the obligation they lay under to 
purity and integrity, the ultimate ends of 
all religion. But now the caſe ſeems to be 
much altered for the worſe. While the 
pious frequent religious aſſemblies out of 
devotion, regard the name of chriſtian as 
the moſt honourable appellation, and con- 
 feſs that their profeſſion of faith in Jeſus 
Vor, II. F 
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lays them under the ſtrongeſt obligation to 
obey his laws; a very conſiderable number 
aſſemble with theſe from very different 
motives, conſider the name of chriſtian on- 
ly as a proper badge in a chriſtian land, and 
profeſs themſelves believers only thro' cuſ- 
tom, or to obtain ſome temporal adyantages 
with which the profeſſion is attended, or to 
avoid ſome inconveniences which renounc- 
ing it altogether might occaſion, Though 
they join in the forms of religion, they ne- 
ver conſider this as laying them under an 
obligation to comply with the precepts of 
it, or ſeem to apprehend that they are guil- 
ty of hypocriſy, or what the ſcripture calls 
a mocking of God, for the pretence which 
they make of honouring him outwardly, 
when they feel no reverence for his perfec- 
tions, and no regard for his will. 


There is however one inſtitution of reli- 
gion, a participation in which is ſtill con- 
ſidered, in this country at leaſt, as a ſolemn 
avowal of the obligation to obſerve the laws 
of chriſtianity ; an inſtitution from which 
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the abandoned generally abſtain, and in 
which, while he raſhly engages, the heart of 
the hypocrite will ſcarcely fail to ſmite him. 
As you therefore of this congregation have 
it ſo nearly in view, to celebrate this ſacred 
inſtitution of the Lord's ſupper, the parti- 
cipation in which is conſidered as an ac- 
knowledgment that we are bound to re- 
ceive the yoke of Chriſt, T have made choice 
of the words now read, as a proper foun- 
dation for the preſent diſcourſe. 


In the 27th verſe of this chapter, our 
Saviour had aſſerted his divine commiſſion, 
his authority and power, and his intimate 
knowledge of his father, and near relation 
to him. All things are delivered to me of 
my father : and no man knoweth the ſon but 
the father, neither knoweth any man the 
father, ſave the ſon, and he to whomfoever 
the ſon will reveal bim. Then he who ſo 
well knew how to unite the characters of juſt. 
_ dignity, and winning condeſcenſion, im- 
mediately ſubjoins one of the moſt aff.c- 
- tionate invitations, which he ever addreſ- 
ſed to mankind, Of this my text is a part, 
| £2 | 
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Come unto me, all ye that labour and ar 
heavy laden, and I will give you ref: Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am 
mech and lowly in heart; ond yo fall find | 
2 


| | Theyoke of Chriſt is a metaphor to ſig- | 
nify his laws and commandments ; and the 


taking of this yoke upon us denotes a ſub- 
miſſion to theſe, To learn of Chriſt, com- 


prehends a general attention to the doctrines 


he teaches, as well as to the precepts he en- 


joins, and has alſo a reference to the ex- 


ample he exhibits. The two following clau- 
ſes, For I am meek and lowly in heart, and 


ye ſhall find reſt to your ſouls, may be conſi- 


dered as motives to engage our compliance 
with the exhortation in the preceding part 
of the verſe. Our Saviour takes notice 
of his being meek and lowly in heart, both 
for the tendency which theſe diſpoſitions 
would have to conciliate affection and con- 
fidence, and for diſtinguiſhing him from the 
Jewiſh doctors, who affected a diſguſting 
pride and ſuperiority; qualities which, to 
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Cay the truth, human learning, when it is 
not conducted with a ſpirit of ſober in- 
quiry, and made ſubſervient to the purpoſes 
of virtue and religion, is apt to inſpire. By 
the reft of. the ſoul, is meant that ſtate of 
quiet compoſure and ſerenity, which ought 
to be the chief purſuit of a wiſe man: and 
this expreſſion muſt have been eaſily under- 
ſtood by thoſe who heard our Saviour, eſpe- 
cially as it had been uſed in a ſimilar man- 
ner by one of their prophets. Thus ſaith the 
Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and ſee, and 
aſk for the old paths, where is the good way, 
and walk therein, and yo foail find * to 
your ſouls *, 


In proſecuting this ſubject, after ſay- 
ing a few things upon the nature and ex- 
tent of the chriſtian law, which is here 


called the yoke of Chriſt, I propoſe. to lay 
before you the obligations we are under to 
ſubmit to it, and to confirm the ſenſe of 
theſe obligations by ſeveral arguments, eſ- 
| F; 

Jeremiah vi. 16. 
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petially thoſe ſuggeſted in the text. We 
ſhall be beſt able to diſcover the nature of 
the chriſtian law, by attending to the de- 
ſign for which it was publiſhed. Now it was 
publiſhed with this view, to recover the fal- 
len race of mankind, and to reſtore them 
to the image of God, by rectifying their ir- 
regular appetites, by cultivating in their 
minds every diſpoſition that is virtuous 
and praiſe-worthy, The excellence of this 
law therefore conſiſts in its fitneſs to an- 
ſwer theſe ends, As Chriſt came to deſ- 
troy the kingdom of Satan, and to purify to 
himſelf a peculiar people zealous of good 
works ®, his rules and precepts are all cal- 
culated for reſtraining vice, and promoting 
holineſs; or, to uſe the words of an apoſtle, 
to teach us, that denying ungodlineſs, and 
worldly lufts, we fhauld live ſoberly, 1ighte» 
ouſly, and godly ©, 


This law, which is pure, as the nature of 
God, the fountain whence it proceeded, is - 
as extenſive as the das of our nature 


d Tit. ü. 14. ; Tit. bl, 13. 
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would allow, or as was neceſſary to fit us 
for a more perfect and comprehenſive ſtate, 
to which the preſent is preparatory. Thus 
it comprehends all the duties we owe to 
God, every branch of piety, as love, grati- 
tude, reverence, fear ; all the virtues of hu- 
manity, juſtice, charity, meekneſs, forbear- 
ance, with a variety of other duties that 
ariſe from different ſituations and circum- 
ſtances in life; the virtues of temperance, 

ſobriety and chaſtity, to which we are ſo 
| powerfully excited, by being repreſented as 
temples of the living Gd, as babitations 
of G through the Spirit *, 


The law of the Lord Jeſus extends not 
to our actions only, but it engages thoſe 
who comply with it to regulate their words, 
and to preſerve purity in their moſt ſecret 
and retired . thoughts, Like a medicine, 
which not only operates upon the larger 
organs, but penetrates the nerves, and af- 
ſects the fineſt fibres, the chriſtian law ex- 

1 


« 2 Cor. vi. 15, Eph. ü. 22. 
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tends to the niceſt movements of the ſou], 
and is intended to influence every principle 
by which the ſoul can be actuated. 


I proceed now to lay before you ſome of 
the obligations you are under to ſubmit to 
the law of the goſpel], or to take upon you 
the yoke of Chriſt, May I ſpeak in the 
ſimplicity of the goſpel, and may the Spirit 
of Chriſt aid me in declaring your duty, in 
exciting you to comply with it 


In the firſt place then, you are under the 
ſtricteſt obligation to ſubmit to the law, or 
yoke of Chriſt, becauſe its reaſonableneſs 
approves itſelf to your own minds. 


When God formed man at firſt, he did 
not leave him to act in any manner that 
humour or paſſion might prompt him, 
but conſtituted him ſo, that when he ſhould 
diſcern any thing to be reaſonable or pro- 
per to be done, even ſuppoſing he ſhould 
be willing to forego the advantages with 
which the doing it might be attended, or 
to ſuffer the evils in which the omitting 
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it might involve him, yet this ſhould 
not fatisfy him, but a- departure from 
his duty ſhould moreover be attended 
with a preſent. ſenſe of guilt, or ill-deſerv- 
ing, independent of the conſequences. 
When any ſcheme of religion is laid before 
a man, which he acknowledges to be rea- 
ſonable, and with which notwithſtanding 
he refuſes to comply, he no longer uſes 
the liberty of a man, but is domineered 
over by ſome appetite, or paſſion, or habit 
of ſubjection for which his own heart con- 
demns him. Suppoſe therefore, that there 
were nothing more in chriſtianity, but a 
ſimple detail of the different branches of 
our duty, we ſhould be under the ſtricteſt 

obligation, from the very conſtitution of 
© our nature, to comply with it; and our re- 
fuſing to comply would upon reflection 
have filled us with uneaſineſs. Man is not 
left, like the brutes, to follow the preſent 
ſtrongeſt impulſe of his mind, but has an- 
other ſuperior faculty, which claims the 
privilege of a lawful maſter, and is en- 
titled to have its commands obeyed. The 


5 
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queſtion with man ought not to be, which is 
the ſtrongeſt propenſion, but which is the 
moſt reaſonable, In this licentious age, 
it is neceſſary to inſiſt upon this obligation, 
becauſe many ſatisfy themſelves in their 
impiety and irregularities by ſaying, that 
they are under no formal obligation to 
comply with the laws of religion, having 
done nothing to ratify the engagements 
into which others may have entered on 
their account. I am ſure this is not the 
language of a man who uſes his reaſonable 


' faculties, Your obligation to religion 
does not ariſe from the vow of your pa- 


rents, or others, tho” it may be ſtrengthen- 
ed by that vow, but from the nature which 
God has given you, Before you diſown 
this obligation then, renounce your nature, 


Acknowledge at once, that the boaſted 


powers of reaſon and of conſcience, you 
undervalue and contemn. Forſake the 
ſociety of men. You claim the privilege 
of "indulging every appetite and paſſion, 
without reſtraint : Herd with the beaſts of 


the field: in ſimilar pleaſure you ſpend 


5 
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your days. Degraded man! O that I 
could ſufficiently diſcover you to every eye 
as a monument of folly and of vice, that 
you might be pointed at by others, and that 
the contagion of your example might not 
ſpread. No! rather like Nebuchadnezzar 
may your underſtanding return unto you, 
and with him, may you learn to praiſe 


and honour and extol the King of hea- 


ven and of earth, who hath not left you 


at liberty to reject his * law without 
ſelf- condemnation. 


Thus the very declaration of the moral 
duties of the goſpel to thoſe who muſt, 
and do confeſs that they are reaſonable, 
| lays them under the ſtrongeſt obligation 
to practiſe them, The eye is not more 
formed to diſcern a difference between 
| white and black, or the taſte to diſtinguiſh 
between ſweet and bitter, than the mind 
is to perceive the diſtinction between good 
and evil: nor is it more abſurd, to call 
black white, or bitter ſweet, than it is un- 


— 
r ie 
PP a1 - Ru — - has — 


—— 
* 


. 


E 
— 


75 SERMON Xin. 


natural to reject the * and ago the | 
evil, 


But the obligation of chriſtians to take 
upon them the yoke of Chriſt, does not ariſe 
merely from its reaſonableneſs. This ob- 


ligation is enforced by the higheſt autho- 


rity, no leſs than that of God himſelf; 


for to the chriſtian religion God hath given 


the ſtrongeſt atteſtations, having appeared 
at various times, and in divers manners, 
to eſtabliſh the law, the prophets, and the 
goſpel ; ſo that refuſing to receive them is 
refuſing to acknowledge the authority of 
God, 


The different appearances of the Al- 
mighty are recorded for our inſtruction; 
and fince they are ſufficiently atteſted, they 


ought to produce a ſimilar effect upon us, 


to that which they would have done, had 
we been witneſſes of them. When God 
deſcended upon Mount Sinai in thunder 
and lightning, and the voice of the trumpet 
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waxed exceedingly loud , it was to deliver 
that moral law, which Chriſt came not to 
deſtroy, but to confirm ; and when we hear 
it as delivered by the Almighty, do we not 
tremble ' at his word, and reverence his 
authority? Let all nations bow before him, 


and let all people ſerve him. The ſame 
eternal Being who appears thro' the old- 


teſtament as the God of majeſty and glory, 
appears alſo, tho” in a different manner, 
and adds his ſanction to the new. He, 
who under the former diſpenſations, had 
diſcovered himfelf in his terrors, as an em- 
blem of the law, condeſcends under the 
goſpel, to ſhew himſelf leſs in the light of 
. majeſty than of love, as an emblem of the 
mildneſs of this latter diſpenſation. His 


Spirit deſcended on his Son like a dove, 
and he declared, This is my beloved Son; 


Hear ye him 5. Here no fire is called from 
heaven to deſtroy a rebellious race, no im- 
mediate judgment is inflicted for diſho- 


nouring, not the ſervant, but the Son'; on 
the contrary, the moſt marvellous works 


f Exod. xix. 19. 5 Matt. xvii. 5. 
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of beneficence and mercy, which required 
the immediate interpoſition of heaven, are 


performed. And are not theſe ſo many 


proofs, that the religion which we profeſs, 
comes recommended by the divine autho- 
rity ? The works that I do, ſaith our Saviour, 


bear witneſs of me, that the Father hath 
ſent me. | 


To the ſtill, ſmall voice of God therefore, 
which ſpeaks within our minds, and enjoins 
obedience to the laws of piety, juſtice, and 
charity, there is ſuperadded the clear de- 
claration of the ſame God in the ſcriptures, 
enjoining us to honour and obey the Son, 
as we ought to honour and obey the Father. 
Do I ſpeak to an afſembly of men, who 
deſpiſe, and daringly reje& this authority? 
Will you join with the impious king who 
hardened his heart, and ſaid, Ibo is the 
Lord, that I ſhould obey his voice? I know 
not the Lord, neither will I hearken to him l. 
Surely not, my brethren : you reverence 
the authority of God, Remember then, 


John v. 36. 1 Exod. v. 2. 
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that it is the Son of God, by the authority 
of his Father, who ſays, Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me. 


But I proceed to conſider our obligations 
to ſubmit to the yoke of Chriſt, ariſing 
either from explicit, or implied acknow- 
ledgments : and on this ſubject, there 
are ſeveral things which I will throw toge- 
ther as briefly as poſſible, When you were 
baptized, did not your parents, or ſome 
others, become bound to train you up in 
the religion of Chriſt, and to inſtru you 
in its principles? and have you not al- 
ways conſidered this as a virtual engage- 
ment in your name? I know you never 
renounced it formally; but did you ever 
really endeavour ſo much as to ſatisfy your 
own minds for your negle& of it? Or 
when you, deliberately reflect on this en- 
gagement, and your departures from it, do 
you not feel a ſecret conviction informing 
you that you are blameable ? What is the 
language of your religious profeſſion, of 

your retaining the name of chriſtians, of 
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your claiming the outward privileges be- 


longing to ſuch? Every time that you ad- 
dreſs God, either in public, or in private, is 
it not a confeſſion that you ought to obey 
his precepts? If you ever commemorated. 
the death of Chriſt, or if you now propoſe 
to do it, is not this a ſolemn ratification 
of your baptiſmal vows? If you call him 
Lord, Lord, and yet do not the things 
which he preſcribes, muſt you not own that 
your behayiour is altogether unworthy and 
inconſiſtent ? For can any conduct be more 
inconſiſtent or contradictory, than to call 
him maſter, and yet refuſe his authority ? 
May he not juſtly ſay to you, If I be 
a maſter, where is my fear? and if I be 4 
father, where is mine honour *? When- 
ever you join therefore in any act of re- 
ligion, and yet refuſe obedience to the 
laws of the goſpel, you acknowledge the 


| juſtneſs of an authority, to which, notwith- 


ſtanding, you refuſe to ſubmit ; a conduct 
which your own hearts can certainly never 
approve of, | 


* Mal. i. 6. 
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Having thus laid before you ſome of the 
obligations which we are under to receive 
the yoke of Chriſt, ariſing from our nature 
and conſtitution, from the regard due to 
the authority of God, and from our own 
explicit or implied engagements, let me 
endeayour to confirm the ſenſe of theſe obli- 
gations by ſeveral motives; and this may 
be conſidered as a continuation in ſome 
meaſure of my former ſubject; for to a rea- 
ſonable creature, a juſt motive is a proper 
ground for action, and lays him under an 
obligation to act accordingly. : 


In the firſt place, my brethren, the ſer- 
vice to which you are bound, by ſubmit- 
ting to this yoke, is both reaſonable and 
ealy. As chriſtians, we are not loaded 
with the yoke of rites, ceremonies, and 
external obſervances, which was ſo heavy 
upon the Jews, that neither thoſe in the 
days of our Saviour, nor their fathers were 
able to bear it l. The dominion of Chriſt, 
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ends to free us from the ſlavery of: fin, 
from the power of Satan, from the tyran- 
nic ſway of our own luſts, and to make us 
bey the beſt principles of our nature, 
and yield to their dictates, The religion of 
the Lord Jeſus is therefore called the per- 
fe law of liberty ®. By engaging in his 
ſervice, we are ſaid to be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption, into the glariaus 
liberty of the ſons of God and chriſtians 
are exhorted to /land faſt in the liberty 
wherewith Chrift bath made them free 
Our Saviour alſo declares immediately 
after the text, that his yoke is eaſy, and his 
burden light. The objection which ariſes 
to this' from the weakneſs and depravity 
of our natures, I ſhall take occaſion to ob- 
viate afterwards, 


At preſent, I h to perſuade you to 
comply with the advice in the text, from a 
review of the character of that Maſter, into 
| whoſe ſervice you are here called. I ſhall 
chiefly confine myſelf to the conſideration 


James i. 25, ® Rom. viii. 21. Gal. v. 1. 
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of thoſe” circumſtances in his charaQer, 
which are marked in the text, We are there 
Told, that he is meet and lowly in heart; 
and how perfectly his actions correſpond 
to this character, let his whole life teſtify. 
Can my foul ever forget his condeſcenſion 
to his diſciples, his forbearance to his ene- 
mies, his patience under his afflictions, and 
the numberleſs good offices, by which he 
alleviated or removed the miſeries of men? 
» To diſplay him fully in this character, 
need I bring to your remembrance, that 
night in which he roſe from ſupper, and 
having laid afide his garments, girded him- 
elf with a tozwel, and waſhed his diſciples 
 -feet®? Need I recal to your minds the 
compaſſionate manner in which he ſpoke 
to the daughters of Jeruſalem, and deſired 
them to reſerve their tears for theit own 
miſeries, when they were pouring them 
out for his? What ſinner did this meek 
and merciful Mafter ever reject, if he came 
with a penitent heart? It was foretold te 
| G 2 
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be his character, and he ſtill retains it, 

that he will not break the bruiſed reed, nor 
quench the ſmoaking flax d. How ſtriking, 
and how beautiful is the prediction con- 
cerning him, and how fully did he ac- 
compliſh it! He ſhall feed his flock lite a 
ſhepherd, he ſhall gather the lambs with his 
arm, and carry them in his boſom, and 
gently lead thoſe that are with young *. 
When you conlider your weakneſſes, your 
irreſolution, your follies, and your vices, 
are you not ſenſible that it would be im- 

poſſible for you ever to pleaſe an auſtere 
maſter? or could any other be a fit Lord 
for you but he who has a fellow-feeling of 
your #nfirmities *?, Your meek and lowly 
| Maſter impoſes upon you no taſks which 
he himſelf did not ſubmit to. He is not 


like the phariſaical doors who ſaid, and 


did not, who bound heavy burdens, and 
grievous to be born, and laid them on other 
mens ſhuulders, but would not touch them 
with one of their fingers *. In the ſevereſt 


1 Iſa. xlii. 3. Matt. xii. 20. IIA. xl. 2. 
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inſtances of our duty, he left us an exam- 
ple, that we ſhould follow his ſteps. In 
what ſchool can we learn, where the in- 
ſtructor would be ſo ready to bear our fro- 
wardneſs, to pardon our neglects, and for- 
give our faults? If you refuſe this Savi- 
our, where will you find one like him ? for 
there is no encouragement that he refuſes, 
no aſſiſtance that he denies. | 


This leads me to conſider, as another 
motive to induce you to take his yoke upon 
you, which will likewiſe obviate every 
objection from the depravity of our na- 
ture, the gracious aids of his holy Spirit, 
which he will vouchſafe to all who ſincere- 
ly aſk them, and rely upon them. Our 
Saviour did not leave this world, till he 
had promiſed that the Comfort:r, which 
is the Holy Ghoſt, ſhould come to teach 
and aſſiſt his followers. Whatever diffi- 
culties therefore we may meet with in our 
chriſtian courſe, by the aid of the divine 
Spirit we may be rendered ſuperior to them. 
If the combat in which we engage, in 
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order to ſubdue our irregular appetites, 
be ſevere, from the Spirit we may derive 
that ſtrength which ſhall render us victo- 
rious. Do we labour under any diſeaſe 
whatever of the mind ? By the help of that 
Phyſician who formed the heart, and knows 
its maladies, ſurely it may be cured. And, 

chriſtians, tho' we wre/le not againſt fleſh. 
and blood, but againſl principalities and. 
pewers, againſt the rulers of the darkneſs of 
this world, and againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs 
in high places, yet by his Spirit who con- 
quered the powers of darkneſs, and who 
overcame the world, all theſe may be re- 
ſiſted by us; and with ſuch divine aſſiſtance, 


his yoke may be termed an eaſy one, and 
his burden light, 


Finally, my brethren, attend to the pro- 
miſe that is here made to thoſe who obey 
this exhortation. Learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find 
reſt to your ſouls, What is there in this 
world that is ſo deſirable, as a quiet, a 


ph. vi. 12, 
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contented, and a reſigried ſpirit * Tell me 
who is the happy man; he who arrives at 
the top of his ambition, and tramples upon 
his foes, but is domineered over by his 
luſts ?. he who wallows int luxury by means 
of his ill-acquired riches, but has no go- 
vernment over himſelf ; or he who in this 
tranſient tate, feels that internal ſatisfac- 
tion which the world cannot give, nor take 
away ? Ye ſoft gales of peace, which pro- 
ceed from the Holy Ghoſt, and are kept up 
only by an unremitting virtue, be you my 
choice, and do you ftill refreſti my ſoul. 
But where is that ſerenity and felicity to 
be found, except by ſubmitting to the yoke 
of Chriſt? At the creation of man, reli- 
gion was his companion, his perpetual at- 
tendant; and no care ruffled his brow, 
nor ſorrow diſquieted his breaſt ; his eye 
| beheld the lovely form, and his heart 
never ſtrayed from her laws. But when he 
fell, his underſtanding was darkened, he 
loſt fight of his true good, and. purſued an 
imaginary happineſs in a thouſand deluſive 
ſhapes, The experience however of every 
G 4 
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age has ſufficiently proved that even the 
imperfect ſhare of happineſs which we are 
now capable of attaining, is no where to 
be found disjoined from religion. Wiſdom's 
ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her 
paths are peace; and beſides that natural 
peace which a pious conduct is immedi- 
ately calculated to produce, the chriſtian 
has moreover that ſupernatural quiet and 
conſolation to depend upon, which is pro- 
miſed by his Maſter, for compoſing and 
ſolacing his ſpirit. | Peace I leave with you : 
my peace I give unto you net as the world 


giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid *. 


141] John XIV. 27. 
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Ps AL M iv, 4. laſt part of the verſe, 


Commune with your own heart upon your bed, 
and be flill. | 


HAT the royal prophet, by theſe 
words, enjoins retirement from the 

hurry and the tumults of human life, in 
order to give ourſelves time deliberately 
to conſider the wiſdom, the juſtice, and 
the goodneſs of the divine adminiſtration, 
and ſeriouſly to reflect upon our own ac- 
tions, and the motives of them, will, 1 
imagine, be readily admitted by every 
hearer. Commune with your own heart upon 
your bed, and be fill, At leiſure, uninflu- 
enced by the ſpecious opinions, unbiaſſed 
by the corrupt practices of others, deaf to 
the enſnaring voice of. pleaſure, and only 
open to the ſober dictates of reaſon, and 
the awful commands of conſcience, fre- 
- quently. meditate upon the perfections of 


4 


90 SERMON XIV. 

God; and learn to reverence the ways of 
his providence, Often before-hand con- 
ſider the coutſe of conduct which it be- 
comes you to follow ; ang often review what 
you have thought and ated, You will all 
acknowledge that the nature and condition 
of man diſcover religious retirement and 
recollection to be highly proper and uſe- 
ful: When we conſider our wants, our 
weaknefs, our dependence, the dangers to- 
which we are expoſed, the hopes and the 
fears, as well as the immediate happineſs. 
and miſery which our conduct occaſions; 
they all conſpire to force this acknowledg- 
ment. But how ſeldom our practice is. 
jnfluenced by it, let our conſcience and 
our actions bear witneſs. For if the man 
who is of opinion that a frequent and ſe- 
rious conſideration of one's own behaviour, 
his diſpoſitions, and the awful account 
he mult render, might, by the bleſling 
of God, prove a remedy for many vices, - 
would but. viſit the market-places, the ta- 
verns, and crowded, or private companies; 
or inquire into the caſe of the oppreſſed, 
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or lend an ear to the wailing of the poor; 
of obſerve the cheats in buſineſs, the chi- 
chanery of law, the haughtineſs of men in 

- high ſtations, or the envy of: thoſe below- 
them, the unteaſonable violence which. 
occaſions quarrels and diviſions, the im- 
mod rate keerineſs in the purſuit of things 
temporal, and the remiffneſs in ſeeking 
after things eternal; ke could not fail to be 
perſuaded, that the direction in our text, 
though heard with ſome kind of reverence, 
is far from being devoutly, or commonly 
obeyed, 


In my diſcourſe to you therefore at this 
time,, I propoſe to explain the nature and: 
deſign of religious retirement and recollec- | 
tion, and to. endeavour to perſuade you ; 
to. the practice of thoſe duties. 


I addreſs myſelf to every one in this: 
houſe z but I conſider the ſubject as more 
eſpecially ſuited to thoſe who: have ſo im- 
mediate a proſpect of commemorating the 
death of Chriſt in the ſacrament , for ſurely 
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itis particularly fit that our hearts ſhould be 


purified by meditation and prayer, when 
we are in ſo ſolemn and public a manner 
to profeſs ourſelves the difciples of Jeſus. 
I propoſe then in the firſt place to explain 
the nature and deſign of religious retirement 
and recollection, When the illuſtrious 
writer of this pſalm, who had ſuch a deep 
inſight into the diſeaſes of the human 
heart, and could ſo ably preſcribe ſalutary 
remedies, here recommends religious re- 
tirement and recollection, it ſeems evi- 
dent that he has no deſign to ſay any 
thing in commendation of a total ſecluſion 


from the world, The words 'by no means 


import any thing of this nature. A re- 
ceſs from the world and its cares can never 
be the object of a general precept. In con- 
formity then to the intention of the text, 
I am to conſider that kind of retirement 


which is proper for men engaged in the 
buſineſs of life, and which is neceſſary, in 


order to ſupport the ſocial character uſefully 
and honourably, Whether a total ſeclu- 


ſon from the world, a reſignation of all the 
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endearing ties of friendſhip, affection, love, 
a departure from all the duties which our 


preſent ſtate requires, and of which provi- 


dence ſeems to allot 'every one a ſhare, be 
agreeable” to the commands of God, or de- 
ſerving praiſe of men, or a fit preparation 
for a ſtate of happineſs in the heavenly king- 
dom, where there is a ſociety united by the 
ſtrongeſt bonds, I will not at this time 
inquire, If they are ever allowable, the 
circumſtances which call to them are very 
peculiar; and I cannot heſitate to ſay that 
the moſt worthy of all characters is the 
man who maintains his ſtation in life, ever 
animated by a fervent piety, and ever guid- 
ed by an inviolable integrity. To cheriſh 
a ſpirit of piety, and to aſſiſt him in ſup- 
porting an uniform uprightneſs of inten- 
tion and action, religious retirement and 
recollection will be of the greateſt impor- 
tance, We will diſcern this if we conſider 
in what the exerciſe of them conſiſts, 


It conſiſts in devoting a portion of our 
time for the moſt- valuable purpoſes, for 
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*converſing with our own hearts, for the 
conſideration of our behaviour, and com- 
paring it with the perfections of God, for 
inquiring after and applying the means of 
regulating every unlawful deſire, and of 
moderating every unreaſonable wiſh, In 
religious retirement, we are employed in 

pouring out our hearts before the giver of 
-our life and our mercies, in imploring his 
aſſiſtance to improve our characters, in 
admiring and adoring the perfections of 
his nature, and in expanding the powers 
of our minds to receive his moſt gracious 
4nfluences, The diſpoſitions chiefly to be 
exerciſed 'in the hours of retirement are, 
Hncerity in the conſideration of our own 
characters; impartiality in the examination 
of our lives; a devotion of heart kindled 
by the contemplation of unerring wiſdom, 
undeviating goodneſs and unlimited mercy, 
eſpecially .as theſe are diſcovered in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; humility of mind, and 
contrition of heart, ſo unavoidable when 
we arc reviewing our own faults, and ador- 
ing the all perfect God. The exact portion 
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of time that ſhould be devoted to religious 


retirement and reflection, or how often 
the ſeaſons for theſe exerciſes ought to 
recur, cannot be preciſely determined, as 
the circumſtances of mankind differ ſe 
widely. But ſurely there is no occupa- 
tion of life which does not admit of ſome 
intervals. And ſhall chriſtians be leſs zea- 
lous about the intereſts of virtue and xeli- 
gion than the philoſopher who enjoined his 
followers every night, before ſleep ſealed 
their eyes, to call themſelves to an account 
for the actions of the paſt day. Beſides 
this, by profeſſing our belief in the oracles 
of God, we look upon one day in ſeven as 
particularly dedicated to religion, And 
by the views many of you have, and your 
attendance here, you profeſs a degree of 


reverence for other ſeaſons ſet apart for 
this purpoſe. To the buſieſt of us, I will 


venture to ſay, neither time nor opportu- 


nities for retirement and reflection are 
wanting. To excite you to lay hold on 
theſe, I now proceed to propoſe ſome argu- 
ments, which I ſhall endeayonr to lay be- 
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fore you in ſuch a manner, that they may 
not only ſerve as motives to engage com- 
pliance with the pſalmiſt's advice, but like- 
wiſe, that they may convey to the attentive 
hearer ſome farther inſtruction, as to the 
method in which we may moſt advanta- 
geouſly ſpend the hours of retirement. 


May God grant to you the hearing ear, 
and the underſtanding heart; and to the 
preacher, the power of perſuaſion |! 


In the firſt place then, Religious retire- 
ment and reflection have a very direct ten- 
dency to reclaim and reſtrain from vice, 
and to improve in virtue. Man is compound- 
ed of ſeveral diſtin powers and faculties, 
all neceffary for human life and happineſs, 
provided there is that regular ſubordina- 
tion preſerved among them, which nature 
points out, and without which, experience 
ſhews, that neither the individual, nor ſo- 
ciety can ſubſiſt. It is evident from our very 
frame, that God has conferred an autho- 
rity upon reaſon and conſcience. In the 
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narrow empire of the human mind theſe 
_ claim a right to ſway the ſcepter. But 
who knows not, that man is- apt to be 
miſled by the influence of his paſſions, that 
are ready to act as. rebellious ſubjects 
againſt the. juſteſt and the beſt of ſove- 
reigns ? To break the bands of reaſon, 
and to obey the lawleſs dictates of irregu- 
lar paſſion, the tumult of life, the ſug. - 
geſtions of the gay, and the example of the 
vicious, prove-like fo. many evil counfel-. 
lors. They are the. movers of ſedition: 
and their chief way of moving it is not 
by offering. arguments, but partly by hur- - 
rying us away with -the. ſtream, and partly 
by raiſing ſuch an uproar around us, that 
the voice. of - reaſon, which may be com- 
pared to the. ſtill, : ſmall voice of God, 
which ſpoke to Elijah, is conſidered as a 
whiſper, .from--which we turn away our 
ear, as. if we heard it not. If. conſci- 
ence offers its threatening admonitions, th2- 
mixing more deeply in the circle of the- 
diſſipated, the- buſy, and worſt of all, the 
debauched, proves an. opiate for that time 
Ys II. | H 
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to lull it aſleep. And thus the wretched" 
man proceeds, till, like the haughty king, 
who, having times without number tramp- 
led upon the divine laws of his nature, 
loſt his underſtanding, and was ſuffered 
to partake of every grovelling and degrad- 
ing pleaſure. Is this declamation ? Alas! 
it is faq, O thoughtleſs man, how of- 
ten haſt thou cagerly engaged in a ſecond 
diverſion to drive away the reflection, the 
painful reflection. which the guilt con- 
trated in a former occaſioned ! I ſee the 
cup in the drunkard's hand, and he greedi- 
ly ſwallows the poiſon, in order to drown 


the remorſe of his mind for laſt night's 


intemperance, The unwary youth, once 
initiated into ſinful pleaſure, unwilling 
now to hear the counſel of virtue, but un- 
able to repreſs it, ſeeks for the witneſles and 
adviſers of his tranſgreſſions, and from 


the laugh of levity, and the madneſs of 


impiety, he believes wiſdom overcome, 


and acquires new ſpirits to ruſh upon his 
ruin, This day you begin to take undue 
advantages of your neighbour: you begin 
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without daring to reſolve that you will 
perſiſt. When you impoſe upon your ſe- 
cure brother, your tongue falters, and a 
ſmall degree of attention, (but honeſty is 
always unſuſpicious) would diſcern the 
alterations in your countenance. But to 
become more expert, you herd with the 
more experienced in villainy, and never 
allow yourſelves -a moment to reflect, till 
you be a proficient in that worſt of trades, 
in which at firſt you was a backward ſcho- 
lar. Thus hurrying from vanity to va- 
. nity, and from vice to vice, the wicked 
multiply acquaintance, and attach com- 
panions in iniquity, ſtrangers, utter ſtran- 
gers all the while, to what it behoves them 
malt to know, ſtrangers to themſelves. Ye 
ſons of folly, fain would I] introduce you 
to a new acquaintance, fain would I en- 
gage you to take pleaſure in a new kind of 
converſation, Cultivate an acquaintance 
with your own hearts, and I will change 
your name, and with reaſon: liſten to the 
improving language of your conſciences. 
Though you ſhould- meet with rebu 
; | H 2 - 
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prefer them to the flattering voice of thoſs 
focs to your improvement, peace and hap- 
pineſs, which approach you under the in- 
finuating, but falſe appearance of pleaſure. 
For in the religious retreat, with every paſ- 
| fon ſtilled, and every deſire quieted, be- 
hold holy reaſon ſeated on her throne, and 
exerting her full power. Here you form 
juſt judgments of your own conduct, and 
of that of others, of the proper and lawful 
- purſuits of life, and the means of attaining 
lawtul ends. When, removed from the eye 
of the world, we converſe with our own 
- hearts, then every man is upon a level. The 
external marks of dignity are removed, 
power is ſuſpended, and riches make no 
difference, Theſe things which are ſo apt 
to intoxicate the human mind, being ab- 
ſent, the ſins which we committed in the 
hurry of life are remembered, conſider- 
ed and lamented. Then is it that recol- 
Icion executing the office of the prophet of 
old, can thus addreſs the man in the moſt 
exa'trd ſtation, O King, let my counſel 
be acceptable to thee, Break off thy Jin: 


ay righteouſneſs, and thy iniquity by ſhewing 
mercy to the poor, if ſo be it may be a length» 
ening of thy tranquillity, Let but the un- 
juſt judge review the ſentence for which 
his injured brother complains of him; 
and will not the remorſe this.occaſions pre- 
vent him from pronouncing a like one? Ye 
who ſpend the night in revelling and 
drunkenneſs, whom the morning ſun (which 
the children of temperance riſe to behold 
with rapture, and which enables them to 
purſue the various, honeſt occupations of 
lite) juſt ſhines upon as you are finiſh- 
ing your debauch; tell me ſeriouſly if 
you are not perſuaded, that you would curb 
your licentious appetites, and walk in the 
paths of ſobriety, if you ſet apart but ten 
minutes of every day for reflection, me- 
ditation and prayer ? Would ambition ra- 

vage the world, or engage men in projects 
for pulling down ſtates, ruining families, 
or reducing to miſery particular perſons, if 
thoſe who feel its impulſes would often 
calmly conſider the vanity, uncertainty and 

Wort duration of all temporal enjoyments? 
| Hz | 
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If this were the caſe, would ambition be 
any other thing in the human breaſt, but 
an honeſt deſire of obtaining the means of 
promoting public, or private happineſs ? 
Would avarice hoard by every infamous 
method, if due ſcope were given to medi- 
tation, in order to convince us of the 
worthleſſneſs of thoſe riches which often 
make themſelves wings,” of the folly of 
purchaſing the accommodations of a pil- 
grimage at the riſque of loſing an everlaſt- 
ing citizenſhip? It is in retirement that 
objects loſe the falſe glare with which paſ- 
ſion colours them, and that our own cha- 
racters appear in a juſt point of view. Man 

will no doubt be partial to himſelf. I al- 
low that the vanity of individuals is great. 

I allow that the blindneſs of man with re- 
gard to his own vices is aſtoniſhing : but 
let any perſon, conſidering himſelf under 
the awful influence of God, and praying 
earneſtly to him that he would open his 
eyes to make him diſcern his faults, but 
once ſeriouſly reflect upon his temper and 
practice, and I maintain that he will not 
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remain ſo vain, or ſo blind as he was before. 
Had David obeyed his own direction be- 
fore Nathan came to him, he had not heard 
ſo apt an allegory without ſparing the re- 
ſolute but charitable application, Thou art 
the man. Whence proceeds it, but from 
want of ſerious conſideration, that if I were 
to aſk your characters at the moſt candid of 
your neighbours, and mark down what they 
told me, that I ſhould preſent you with a 
liſt of ſeveral vices which you could readily 
apply to ſome of thoſe with whom you 
converſe every day; but before you diſ- 
cerned that they belonged to yourſelf, it 
would be neceſſary directly to inform you, 
ye are the men. The phariſee whom our 
Saviour deſcribes in the parable was a ſtran- 
ger to his own proper character, becauſe, 
though*he ſeemed to be religiouſly employ- 
ed, yet he had not ſufficient impreſſions of 
the holineſs of that Being in whoſe fight the 
heavens are not pure, becauſe he turned his 
view to his good qualities, rather than his 
faults, and becauſe he eſtimated his worth 
not from God's law, but from a compariſon 
H 4 
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with others. In one word, I really cannot 
diſcern a vice in human nature which levity 
does not foſter; and I am not ſenſible that 
there is any one. vice which reflection and 
conſideration would not at firſt tend to re- 
ſtrain, and by degrees to cure. I ſaid like- 
wiſe, that recollection and religious re- 
tirement tended to improve us in every 
virtue. By proving remedies for vice, they 
effect this in a conſiderable: degree, but 
they have ſtill a more direct tendency. 


Every one is ſenſible, that reſolutions to 
be virtuous have great influence to form a 
virtuous character. But reſolutions en- 
tered into in retirement, and upon reflec- 
tion, are thoſe to which we moſt ſteadily 
adhere in action. In retirement we can 
beſt. collect and moſt deliberately reſolve 
to apply the. maxims which the knowledge 
of the world is calculated to teach. Then 
oecur all thoſe religious and moral conſide- 
-rations Which prove the fences and guar- 
dians of virtue. Conſideration diſcovers . 
the-many. failings. and errors of which e 
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er been guilty; and thus it promotes 
charity towards others, the forgiveneſs of 
injuries, at the, ſame time the ſtricteſb cir- 
cumſpection over one's 22 rn 


„„ „„ commanding 
ſituation he ſurveys the beauties. which the 
chearſul ſpring or fruitful autumn ſpreads 
around him, feels. the moſt pleaſing. emo- 
tions diffuſe themſelves over his whole 
frame? While walking along the ſounding 
ſhore, does agreeable amazement fill the 
ſoul at- beholding theſe inanimated forms 

erected by the Almighty's hand,, the tower- 
ing precipices, the vaſt ocean, or the 
boundleſs canopy of heaven. If theſe things 
are ſo; and that they are, let experience 
atteſt, how reaſonable is it to believe that 
the religious mind contemplating the ever- 
_. Jaſting Nature, before whom the ſun, is 


Ws darkneſs, the earth an atom, and who tread- 


ech upan the ſtars, ſhould. feel lan expanſian | 
of its powers .inconceivably great? and in 
this ſituation, will not he that delighteth 
10. dwell in the upright and pure, maniſeſt 
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himſelf as he does not to the world? -more 
eſpecially, when the ſoul is enraptured 
with ſurveying .the miraculous ſcheme of 
redemption, admiring the infinite love of 
that Savoiur, who, though"rich, yet became 
poor, though high, yet | humbled himſelf, and 
by a courſe of actions moſt grievous and 
painful, opened the gates of glory to his 
followers; when we view him ſuffering, 
. dying, riſing again, when, as Eliſha beheld 
His maſter, we behold him taken up into 
the ſuperior regions, and are ready to cty 
out, My God, and my Father, will he refuſe 
that a double portion of his Spirit ſhould 
reſt upon us ? When piety prompts ſuch 
expreflions as theſe, My ſoul thirfleth for 
God, for the living God: As the hart pant- 
eth after the water brooks,” ſo panteth my 
| foul after thee, O God; Is it not reaſonable 


to think that preſent. experience ſhould 


confirm this truth? The eyes of the Lord 
are on the righteous; his ears are open 
to their cry. I do not deny, my brethren, 
that much has been adyanced about this 
doarine of communion with God, with 
4 | | 
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more zeal than knowledge. The manner 
in which the Spirit operates, we have the 
beſt reaſon to conclude, is often concealed 
from us, and inexplicable by us. But ſpeak- 
ing the words of truth and ſoberneſo, it 
appears quite reaſonable to aſcribe the 
greateſt part of that peace, joy and eleva- 
tion which the truly religious man feels 
in his retired and devout hours, to the ſe- 
cret, though not leſs immediate or power- 
ful, operations of that Spirit. 2195 


Having ſhewn the uſefulneſs and the 
pleaſure of religious retirement; If I were 
not convinced that with mankind often, 
where more generous and noble argu- 
ments fail, pleas from neceffity engage to 
action, I ſhould ſcarcely urge, as an argu- 
ment to comply wich the advice in the 
text, the unavoidableneſs of ſuffering re- 
tirement often, of being often obliged to 
reflect by many of thoſe accidents. and 
aMictions, which are the lot of humanity. 
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The ſun of proſperity has as yet ſhone 
upon you. But think ye, will he never 
be. overolouded, or will he never withdraw 
his beams, by which means levity will 
be baniſhed from your ſoul; and reflec- 
tion, from which you Aled as from an 
enemy, be forced upon you? Will that 
æiver on which you deſcend, and which 
terminates in the ocean of eternity, be 
always equally placid .and . ſerene ? Are 
there no rapid ſtreams. where. you will find 
the greateſt dificulty to manage that ſmall 
kiff in which you are conveyed ? Are 
there .no. water-falls, many fathoms deep, 
here you will be in the utmoſt danger 
of .being overwhelmed ? -Will .no violent 
guſts, deſcending from between the hills, 
be ready to overſet you? In that period 
of-time, which is conſumed in the voyage 
of human life, will there be no ſtormy 
days, nor dark nights? Will there be but 
three ſeaſons in the year, and thoſe of the 
gentleſt kind, ſpring, ſummer, and autumn: 
Or will never winter appear, ſurrounded 
with all his terms? Vain mortal! Aan 
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that i born of a woman, is of a few days * 
they are full of trouble; Though you have 
as yet always attended the houſe of feaſt- 
ing and mirth, yet you know not what 
ſorrow may remain behind. At the table 
of the former, I know reflection is ſeldom 
admitted as a gueſt, and men who fre- 
quent their' houſe, rarely ever retire; or 
when they do, they are taken up with the 
pleaſures, or the bufineſs of to-morrow: 
They never conſider their hearts, their 
lives, or their tempers. Even in the houſe - 
of God, which they frequent for cuſtom's 
ſake, or perhaps to prevent their being 
alone, their affections and their deſires 
are ſtill with the world, ruminating upon 
the guilty pleaſures that are paſt, or look- 
ing forward to joys of the like nature. 
You have ſaid to yourſelves then, perhaps 
Vn the pride of your hearts, My houſe ſhall 
neuer be moved, But I will make fome 
fuppoſitions, that are often verified in life, 
which may perhaps convince you of the 
neceſſity of reflecting in time. I will ſup- 
Poſe that you yet retain the virtue of na- 


d aden, asd ben 50 have friends 
and children who are dear to you. God 
ſees fit to ſend the rod of affliction, and 
to 'take them out of life. Attending upon 
their funeral, when every eye is ready to- 
drop a tear, will you ſtill allow thought- 
leflneſs and inconſideration to poſſeſs your 
hearts? Perhaps you may here be able to- 
boaſt of your ſuperiority, But know, that 
by folly many have been brought ta 4 
morſel of bread,. and by unforeſeen acci- 
dents, this hath ſometimes been the fate 
of thoſe in whom the wiſdom of this world 
has been remarkable. If. you are ſent 
then to the chearleſs hut of miſerable po- 
verty, dependent perhaps upon the charity 
of thoſe whom you formerly deſpiſed ;. 
will your former companions now viſit 
| you, to fill up every vacant and lonely 
hour? Upon the very ſtreet, they would 
paſs you without ſeeming to know you.. 
Though in the days of your plenty, they 
ſquandered profuſely with you at the de- 
bauch or entertainment, yet they will now 


treat you, as reflection perhaps will in- 


poſe that thoſe afflictions which befal. 
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form you, you treated the beggar who was 
ſhivering at your door, while you was ö 
wallowing in plenty. Finally, I will ſup- | 
| 
| 
| 


many, pain,. diſquiet, fickneſs, ſhall befal 
you. And no matter whether you are 
rich or. poor,. for it will make very ſmall: 
difference. Can you then believe that 1 
the goblet, ſparkling with wine or ſtrong | | 
drink, is the baniſher of care? Will your 
vicious companions fitting at your bed-ſide, 
prevent a viſit from theſe ftrangers,, 
thoughtfulneſs and recolleCtion ? Then in- 
deed, in any of theſe or the like circum- 
ſtances in which you may be, they will 
lay hold on you, and you can neither ba- 
niſh them, nor fly from them. They might 
have come to your aid and ſupport, like 
guardian angels : but now they come like 
an armed force to bind you, and deliver 
you up to the tormentors, Therefore, 
my brethren, conſider the fituation in 
which you are, the misfortunes to which 
you are liable, which will oblige you to 
think and reflect, even in ſpite of your- 
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felves ; be perſuaded now - to accuſtom » 
yourſelves to theſe, that you may meet re- 
collection and retirement, when they are 
neceſſary, with peace and ſatisfaction. As 
you would wiſh to abſtain from vice, to 
improve in virtue, to enjoy the plcaſures 
of devotion, not to render ſickneſs, or po- 
verty, or death intolerable, , comply now 
with the advice of the Pſalmiſt, Commune 
with your otun hearts upon your bed, and bs 
fill. Believe me, my brethren, by follow- 
ing this advice, you will live the more 
harmoniouſly in the ſame ſociety and 
neighbourhood : you will love one another 
the better, be more willing to--overlook 
each others frailties and faults. - Yow will 
be the more faithful miniſters, the more 
diligent teachers, the more upright mer- 
chants, the more. honeſt artificers, the 
more affectionate parents,, the more du- 
tiful children. In a word, you will. be the 
more perfect in all the relations and cir- 
cumſtances of life in which you may be 
plaol whe 
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| Lu vii. 36—48. 

And one of the phariſees deſired him that 
he would eat with him. And he went 
into the phariſee's houſe, and ſat down to i 9 
meat. And behold, a woman in the city, ( 1 

ubbiab was a ſinner, when ſbe Tnetu that i 

| Feſus ſat at meat in the phariſee's bouſe, 4 
- brought an alabaſter. box F ointment, and (7 
| flood at his feet behind him © weeping, 1 
and began to waſh his feet with tears, | 
and did wipe them with the hairs of ber 5 
head, and 4ifſed his feet, and anointed 6 i 
them with the ointment Now when the =” 
- phariſee which had bidden him, ſaw it, 
be ſpake within himſelf, ſaying, This 
man, if be were a prophet, would have 
known who, and what manner of woman 
this is that toucheth him: for ſhe is a 
._ ſeaner, Aud Feſus anſwering, ſaid unte 
him, Simon, I have ſomewhat to ſay unte 
, thee, And he ſayeth, Maſter, ſay on. 
ww 01. II. +4 
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ere was a certain creditor, which had 

two debtors : the one owed five hundred 

' pence, and the other fifty. And when they 
had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave 
them both. Tell me therefore, which of 
them will love him moſt? Simon anſwered 
and ſaid, I ſuppoſe that he to whom he 

forgave moſil. And he ſaid unto him, Thou 
haſt rightly judged. And he turned to 
the woman, and ſaid unto Simon, Seeft 
thou. this woman; I entered into thine 

» houſe, thou gaveſi me no water for my 
feet; but ſhe hath waſhed my feet with 
tears, and wiped them with the hairs of 
her bead. Thou gaveſi me no kiſs : but 
this woman, ſince the time I came in, 
hath not ceaſed. to kiſs my feet. Mine 
head with oil thou didſ not anoint : but 
this woman hath anointed my feet with 
eintment. Wherefore I ſay unte thee, her 
fins which are many are forgiven, for 
ſhe loved much: but to whom little is for- 
given, the. ſame loveth little. And he 
faid unto her, Thy fins are forgiven. 
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ROM many principles of the human 
conſtitution, it might eaſily be ſhewn, 


that there is no method of inſtruction ſo 


pleaſing and powerſul, as that which is 
derived from a juſt delineation of charac- 
ters, and an affecting repreſentation of facts. 
Theſe take a ready and faſt hold of the me- 
mory, and the concluſions to be drawn 
from them, being ſimilar to what prudence 
teaches every man to draw in the ordinary 
conduct of life, are eaſily apprehended, 
and leave a laſting impreſſion. The ſen- 
timent which has obtained ſuch univerſal 
approbation, I am a man, and I think no- 
thing belonging to man foreign to me, is 
deeply engraved upon every heart: and 
while the ſoundeſt abſtract reaſoning, or 
moſt wholeſome general rules are diſre- 
garded, virtue ſcarce ever fails to inſinuate 
itſelf, and to gain ground where it is re- 
commended by thoſe examples which diſ- 
cover the natural and amiable feclings of 
the heart. They attract our love. They 
operate on our ſympathy. They convince 
us, that what was once practiſed, is ſtill 
I 2 
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practicable: and thus while they attach, 
they as it were transform the ſoul. On 
the other hand, the deformity of vice is beſt 
repreſented in a living object. It becomes 
more odious by being contraſted with vir- 
tue. Its pernicious effects are moſt obvi- 
ouſly diſplayed, and the ſentiments of ap- 
probation and abhorrence are mutually 
heightened by oppoſition. We can ſcarce- 
ly turn to any diſcourſe of our Saviour's, 
which does not ſerve to illuſtrate theſe 
obſervations, 


nd. ed ee oe. 
* 


p The paſſage I have now read repreſents 
re to us, in the character of the phariſee, a 

proud, haughty and rigid temper, and diſ- 
covers to us the dangerous nature of thoſe 
vices, which may lurk in the breaſt of a 
man, and influence his conduct, who is at 
the ſame time ignorant of them. The 
ſincere marks of ſorrow and attachment 
exhibited by the humble penitent, work 
upon our compaſſion, and intereſt us for 
her recovery. The humane and generous 


conduct of the great Inſtructor of * 
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foothes and revives her dejected ſpirit : and 
we partake of theſe pleaſing emotions. 
The acceptance of her humility, repentance 
and love, diſpels all thoſe doubtful and 
ſolicitous thoughts, which the ſting even of 
forſaken guilt would otherwiſe occaſion, and 
diffuſes that ſacred ſerenity and joy over 
the human heart, which meet with the 
approbatiòn of conſcience and of heaven. 
Such ſentiments as theſe, I believe, natu- 
rally preſent themſclves to a religious mind, 

on reading this paſſage. On account of 
its perſpicuity and plainneſs, it does not 
require a long commentary; a few remarks, 
however, will not be improper. 


The phariſees were a ſect of the Jews, 
who pretended to a peculiar ſanity and 


virtue. They valued themſelves on a ſtrict 


obſervance of the law, and an entire con- 
formity to all its ceremonies. The merit 
they aſſumed to themſelves on this account, 
expreſſed itſelf in a ſupercilious haughti- 
neſs of behaviour, and an avowed contempt 
of others, It is natural to imagine, as it in 


13 


fat happened with the phariſees, that a 
religion which conſiſted ſo much in exter- 
nals, ſhould often be made a cloak to con- 
ceal the carnal purpoſes of the heart. One 
of this ſet, whom we may reaſonably be- 
lieve to have had as much candour and 
charity as moſt of the order, invited our 
Saviour to his houſe; and agreeably to the 
uſual condeſcenſion and courteouſneſs of 
his behaviour, he readily accepted the in- 
vitation. "The excluſive privilege which 
the phariſees claimed, of being accounted 
holy, had introduced a diſtinction that 
could not fail to be attended with very per- 
nicious effects. If a man was not admit- 
ted into their ſe, if he did not conform 
to every trivial obſervance, if he filled an 
office which happened with them to be 
unpopular, or diſhonourable; in one or all 
of theſe caſes, he was regarded as a ſinner. 
'Thus men, who in the eſtimation of the 
ſtricteſt fect among them, went all under 
the fame denomination, being unreſtrained 
by any regard to character, readily fell 
zato thoſe vices, an abſtinence from which 
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- would not have altered their general re- 
putation. Uninfluenced by the hope of 
boneſt praiſe, or the fear of deſerved re- 


proach, it was no wonder if the real vices, 
which an injurious and political diſtinction 
bad chiefly occaſioned, and from which 
the phariſees could boaſt they were free, 
ſeemed to juſtify the appellation which they 
gave them, Pride and prejudice had car- 
ried the antipathy againſt them ſo far, that 
to hold any communication with them, or 
to eat with them, was accounted a ſtain ; 
and a good office performed to them was 
ſcarce reckoned one of the duties of huma- 
nity, Our Saviour, whoſe native virtue 


and unſtained integrity rendered no mean 


compliance with the prejudices of the 
times neceſſary, and the overflowings of 
whoſe benevolence were, like the rays of 
the ſun, diffuſed to all, never avoided theit᷑ 
company, notwithſtanding the offence it 


gave, and the contempt and malice it pro- 


duced : but by the apteſt admonitions, and 
the moſt merciful declarations, infuſed in- 
to their minds, the obliterated principles of 

ſs + 56.4; 
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virtue; and by infpiring them with the... 
hopes of the divine favour, recovered them 
from deſpair and guilt, to penitence and 
reformation. - 


It happened that while' our Saviour was - 
at: meat with the phariſee, a woman of the 
city-who belonged to the elaſs we have been 
ſpeaking of, and who had probably been 
notorious for her vices, came into the houſe; 
and having brought with her an alabaſter 
box of ointment, while our Saviour reclin- - 
ed on the bed, ſtood at his feet and wept. 
The grief of her heart, and the fervour of 


her affection made her tears flow in ſuch 


abundance, that ſhe waſhed his feet with 
them. She-moreover wiped them with 
the hair of her head, and anointed them 
with the ointment, I will not enter into 
any curious inquiry who this penitent wo- 
man-was, whether Mary the fifter of Laza- - 
rus, Mary. Magdalen, or ſome other; or 
whether the hiftory before. us relates to the 
ſame event Which is. recorded by the other 
evangeliſts, as: happening immediately be- - 
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fore our Saviour was betrayed. It is ſuffi- 
| cient to ſay, that the firſt is a point of mere 
curioſity, . Which, it is neither eaſy nor ne- 
ceſſary- to determine, and that the relation 
we are conſidering, differs ſo much from 
thoſe of the other evangeliſts referred to, 
both in order of time, and a variety of cir- 
cumſtances, that it appears extremely pro- 
bable to me that they are not founded on 
the ſame tranſaction. It may be proper to 
make ſome. remarks upon the ſigns of pe-- 
nitence and. attachment which are here- 
deſcribed: 3 


* are ſome expreſſions of our paſ-- 
ſions natural and univerſal, There are 
other indications of them, which may be 
ultimately founded in nature, but imme=- 
_ diately derived from the particular manners - 
and cuſtoms that prevail in a country. Ac- 
cidental circutnſtances too, in the former | 
part of one's life, may give an additional 
and - peculiar expreſſion to ſome tokens of. 
ſorrow. Thus the effuſion of tears is the 
natural and. univerſal indication of grief, 


* 
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the genuine expreſſion of a ſoul melted 


with ſorrow and penitence, The waſhing 


the feet of a ſtranger was an antient mark 


of hoſpitality, as we may ſee from Abra- 
ham's addreſs to the angels, whom he in- 
vited to come into his tent. The cuſtom 
ſpread over the eaſt, and prevailed alſo 
among the antient Greeks. It had been 
retained by the Jews, and might naturally 
come to be conſidered as a token of regard, 


which is a ſentiment ſo nearly allied to 


hoſpitality. I might here therefore remark, 
that, when our Saviour waſhed his diſciples | 
feet, it was an inſtance both of condeſcen- 


ſion and regard, yery ſuitable to the manners 


of the country. A ſalutation, in almoſt all 


ages and nations, has been conſidered as a 
token of good-will and friendſhip, And 
this very circumſtance adds an infamy to 


the treachery of Judas, and a ſeverity to 


our Saviour's queſtion, Betrayeſi thou the 
ſon of man with a hiſs ? 


The hair of her head, which this penitent 
had probably been ſo careful to braid and 
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- attire, in order to ſet off her beauty to the 
greateſt advantage, to gratify her vanity, 


or ſeduce the unwary, now hangs looſe, 
unadorned and diſheyelled, She uſes it to 


wipe the feet which her tears had bathed, 


The contraſt of her former life and. man- 
ners renders the negligence of her dreſs, and 
the inſtance of her humility more ſtriking 
teſtimonies of the ſincerity of her ſorrow, 
and the purity of her purpoſes, 


Ointments and perfumes were uſed in 
thoſe days by way of ornament and neat- 
neſs, and were often offered at entertain- 
ments to the gueſts, The practice of uſing 
them gave occaſion to our Saviour to ex- 
hort his diſciples, when they faſted, not 
to disfigure their faces as the Phariſees did, 
but to waſh them, and anoint their head. 
What had formerly ſerved for the deco- 
ration of her perſon, the penitent now 
employs to anoint our Saviour's fget. 


T The compaſſionate Jeſus ſaw and re- 
ceived theſe natural, genuine and ſtriking 
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tokens of remorſe, repentance, and regard 
with complacence. But on this the diſpo- 
fition of the phariſee immediately appears, 
for he ſaid within himſelf, If this man were 
a prophet, he would have known who, and 
what manner of woman this is; for ſbe is 
a fomer,/ The vices which this remark 
diſcovers, I ſhall have occaſion to men- 
tion more particularly afterwards, At 
preſent 1 only explain the hiſtory. Our 
Saviour, who judged not by the ſeeing of 
the eye, nor the hearing of the ear, but 
who diſcerned the ſecret ſentiments of the 
heart, that he might obviate the objection, 
which was evidently the reſult of pride 
and ſelf-confidence, makes uſe of a ſhort, 
but appoſite ſtory. There was a certain 
creditor which had two debtors, c. Si- 
mon, who perhaps did not know that the 
queſtion had any relation to his own ſuſ- 
picions, anſwers according to the natural 
and firſt feelings of his heart. Simon an- 
fwered and ſaid, I ſuppoſe that he to whom 
be forgave moſt *, In the 44th, 45th, 46th, 


* Ver, 41, 42. d Ver. 43. 
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and 47th verſes, our Saviour applies the 
converſation to Simon and the penitent ; 
the whole is to be taken together, and the 
meaning appears to me to be this, that as 
the generoſity of a creditor, in the judge- 
ment of the phariſee himſelf, is the more 
to be praiſed the larger the debt he remits 
ſo the mercy of God is the more 
to be admired in the pardon and accep- 
| tance of a notorious ſinner: and as the 
gratitude of a debtor riſes the higher, and 
is on this account more the object of our 
2pprobation, the greater the ſum that is 
remitted him, ſo the gratitude and love 
which the remiſſion of many fins kindle 
in a true penitent, are fo ſtrong and fer- 
vent, that the condeſcending Father of 
goodneſs regards them with a particular 


degree of probation 


The oppoſition between the conduct of 
the phariſee and the woman ſets both i in 
the ſtrongeſt light, I would only add, to 
what I have already obſerved, upon the 


<ircumſtances that occur here, that the 
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cuſtoms of giving water to waſh the feet | 
of their gueſts, of ſalutation and preſent- 
ing them with ointments, which had for- 
merly been marks of general reſpect and 
hoſpitality, had, by the ſpirit of party and 
the mutual Wel of ſects, been converted 
into tokens of more particular friendſhip 
and connection. The conduct of the 
phariſee to our Saviour at this time, which 
is tacitly blamed, renders this probable. 
The ſame alſo appears from our Saviour's 
obſervation in his ſermon on the mount. 
And if ye ſalute your brethren only, what 
| fl do ye more than others? do not even the 
4 pPiublicans the ame? 4 


N Aster theſe 1 let us now at- 
| | tend to thoſe reſlections which this paſ- 7 ty t 15 
| ſage ſuggeſts to us. Let us, in the firſt 
| place, conſider the character of the pha- 
; | | riſee, whoſe vices are not expreſly men- 
| tioned, but are left to be collected from 
[ : the general ſtrain of the hiſtory, There 
N is no reaſon to think that he was among 
1 the moſt corrupt of that ſect. We may 


Matth. v. 47. 
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ſuppoſe that he was no ſtranger to thoſe 


virtues which the phariſee claims in the 
xviiith chapter of Luke, and that he was 


unſtained by thoſe vices, from which he. 


glories in being free, He might have 
thanked God that he was neither an ex- 
torti ner, nor unjuſt, nor an adulterer ; that 
he faſted twice in the week, and gave 
tithes F all that he had. Fraud and op- 
preſſion, he had never countenanced ; and 
we may allow that the ordinary upright- 
neſs of his behaviour was irreproachable. 
Ye men of the world, would ye deſire a 
better character, or wiſh for a more blame- 
leſs reputation ? Strangers to the lovely and 
alluring form of virtue, you miſtake for 


it a lifeleſs image which only bears a re- 


ſemblance in a few features. From the 
hiſtory now before us, let us examine this 
character more minutely, and point out its 
defects. | 


Firſt, The unjuſt ſuſpicion which the 
phariſec's heart ſuggeſted, at ſecing our 


Saviour receive the kindneſs of the peni- 
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tent, without ſhewing any marks of diſ- 
pleaſure, - evidently diſcovers a. high degree 
of pride and ſelf-confidence. The whole 
hiſtory alſo ſhews that he had-no-ſenſe of 
his own imperfection, nor the leaſt appre- 
henſion of his own demerit. There is not 


a vice more unbecoming human nature, 


conſidering its frailty and imperfection, 
than an overweening opinion of ourſelves : 
as if we were exempted from follies and 
Faults, When it is obſerved in the ordi- 
. nary tranſactions of life, it is a proof of 
great weekneſs. But in the concerns of 
virtue and -religion, it plainly diſcovers 


that we have no juſt and elevated ſentiments 
of the ſtandard of virtue; that we think of 


the ſupreme Being, the ſource and center 
of all perfection, in a manner that is un- 
worthy of his purity and holineſs, and that 
the culture and improvement of our own 
hearts and temper are the leaſt object of 
our attention. With reſpect to our fellow- 
creatures, this temper has the worſt effect. 


| It gradually weakens and confines our vir- 


tue, and at laſt almoſt deſtroys the ſcati- 
I 
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ments of humanity, kindneſs, generoſity 
and compaſſion, If it ſhould not happen 
entirely to corrupt and deprave the heart, 
it at leaſt deadens all the beſt and moſt ami- 
able affections of our nature, and prevents 
the exerciſe of every great and exalted vir- 
tue. Will the man who has indulged and 
cheriſhed his pride, till it has become the 
prevailing and ruling paſſion of his heart, 
and blinded him to every frailty and fault 
in himſelf, be ready to forgive injuries ? 
Will he return good for evil? Will he 
be patient under afflictions? Will he bear 
oppoſition ? Will he ſpare the wretch that 
has incurred his reſentment, and lies at his 
mercy? Will he ſhed the ſoothing tear of 
pity, or ſpeak the words of kindneſs to quiet 
the diſtreſs of a troubled heart? Will he 
bind up the wounds of his poor inferior, 
and pour wine and oil into them to heal 
them? Ah no! Triumphing in the vir- 
tues, at whoſe defects the heaven-born ſoul 
would bluſh; and glorying in his being 
free from flagrant vices, he deſpiſes his fel- 


low-ſervant, and even approaches heaven 
Vox. II. — 
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with an aſſured countenance, and ſays to 
the humble and fearful, but devout worſhip- 
per, Stand by, I am halter than thou. This 
pride and felf-confidence, by which man 
is moſt directly allied with the ſpirits who 
fell, is thus not only heinous in itſelf, but 
may properly be conſidered as a ſource of 
many other vices. Like a plentiful, but 
impure fountain, it emits a variety. of 
ſtreams equally turbid and impure. Being 
the quality moſt remarkable in the phari- 
 Caical character, the indignation which our 
mild and charitable Saviour expreſſes a- 
gainſt this ſe, may ſhew its enormity. By 
- aſſuming an appearance of a conſcious ſu- 
periority, of a high regard for virtue, of a 
deteſtation of the abandoned, it ſcreens it- 
ſelf from the cenſure of the world, and. not 
rarely from the knowledge of the very man 
who is a prey to it. Thus being a foe. 
equally powerful, ſecret and pernicious, - 
its attacks cannot be too cautiouſly nor di- 
ligently guarded againſt. And the. decla- 
rations in the goſpel, that are ſo frequently 
repeated againſt this vice, are a moſt awful 
and alarming warning to chriſtians to at- 
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tend particularly to their characters, and 
mot to reſt ſatisfied, as men are but too apt 
to do, if their conſciences 9 them 
with no politive guilt, 


2dly, I have the longer inſiſted upon this 
vice, becauſe I conſider it as the ſource 
from which others diſcovered to us in this 
hiſtory do flow. And as they are capa- 
ble of being diſtinguiſhed from it, let us 
particularly attend to them, It appears 
then, in the ſecond place, that he was either 
devoid. of the virtue of humanity and com- 


- paſſion, or that the vice which bas been al- 


ready named had ſo overpowered him, that 
it prevented its exerciſe, When the peni- 
tent came into the houſe, ſhe diſcovers the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt evident ſymptoms of 
ſorrow and diſtreſs. This language, which 
is the language of nature, never fails to 
rouſe, and to intereſt the heart. And to be 
ignorant of it, or inattentive to it, is the 
ſureſt ſign of an unfeeling ſoul, Vet the 
ſorrowſul appearance, the tears and the 
WY conduct of the penitent, ſo far from 

K 2 


132 SERMON Xv. 


attracting the attention, and exciting the , 
pity of the phariſee, only afford occaſion. 
for a captious and ungenerous reflection. 


Knowledge of the world, and the falſe ap- 


pearances that are to be met with in it, may 
render a man cautious and diſcerning : but 
if it ſteels the heart againſt every ten- 
der and compaſſionate feeling for a real ſuf- 
ferer, tho” almoſt the moſt wort':leſs of 
men, let my ſoul remain in ignorance. 
The woman here deſcribed was, it is true, 
a ſinner. But did the moſt unfeigned and 
expreſſive ſorrow carry no plea for pity ? 
Rigid and unrelenting virtue, is this the 
leſſon thou teacheſt thy votaries? No, The 
virtuous heart is ever humane. At the 
ſufferings of guilt it ſofcens and melts, but 
with the tears of honeſt ſorrow and peni- 
tence it mingles its own, and with the moſt 
attracting and endearing ſympathy ſooths 
their pains, and mitigates their anguiſh, 


3dly, Another fault with which the 
phariſee is chargeable, is this: It appears 
that he muſt have entertained. very low 
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and groveling notions of the divine purity 
and perfection. He harbours not the 
leaſt ſuſpicion that his own worth is de- 
fective, or the leaſt doubt that the divine 
fayour may be withheld : he ſeems on the 
contrary to conſider it as his due. What 
muſt this man think of that everlaſting 
One in whoſe fight the heavens are not 
clean, and who charges his angels with 


folly? While he extravagantly exalts his 


own merit, how muſt he have debaſed the 
Father of lights, whom the cherubims can- 
not behold without vailing their faces ? 
Could his divinity be really the powerful, 
the jealous, the merciful, the glorious 
God of Moſes and the prophets? or was 
he not rather the imperfect, the weak, 
the. partial being of his own imagination ? 
Think not, my brethren, that in this his 
underſtanding was merely defective. Juſt 
opinions of the Deity ſcarce ever fail, eſ- 
pecially where revelation is vouchſafed, 
to ariſe in the mind that is diſciplined by 
virtue, and governed by good affections. 
The proud and the vicious, on the con 
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trary, are ſhut out by their own folly from 
the knowledge of God, and have no diſ- 
cernment of the Moſt High. The Lord 
bateth a proud look, but he giveth grace 
unto the lowly . Thus an attention to the 
character of the phariſee ſhews us, that 
he was ruled by pride, and a confidence 
in his own merit; vices moſt unbecoming 
the nature and condition of man: that his 
heart was inſenſible to the language of 
ſorrow, and eſtranged from the feelings. 
of humanity, and that his conceptions ' of 
the ſupreme Being were altogether un- 
fuitable and unworthy of his nature.. 


Let us now attend to a very different 
character, I mean that of the penitent wo- 
man. Her humility and penitence ren- 
der her the object both of our regard an 
inſtruction. Tbis woman, who had been 
a a ſinher, brought an alabaſter box of oint- 
ment, and while our Saviour was at meat, 

ſtood behind him weeping, and began to. 


4 Prov. vi. 16, 17. UL 34s 
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waſh his feet with her tears, and to wipe 
them with the hair of her head, and kiſſed 
his feet, and anointed them with the oint- 
ment, Theſe indications of her love and 
attachment, her humility and purpoſes of 
amendment found fuch acceptance with 
our Saviour, that he ſaid unto her, Thy 
ſons are forgiven thee. 


Fain would man hope, even without re- 
velation, that the tears and cries of a re- 
turning ſinner would bend the juſtice of the 
divinity, and incline him to mercy. Fain 
would nature lead us to aſcribe a relenting 
temper to the Governor of the univerſe, 
like to that humanity, pity and compaſſion 
which we diſcover in man. But the trem- 
bling pinion'sf reaſon fails, when the ſoars 
to ſuch ſublime heights; and the report 
ſhe brings is various, uncertain and con- 
fuſed. After the longeſt deliberation, the 
molt ſenſible and moſt natural prayer which 
a man ſuſpended between hope and fear 
would offer to his Maker upon this ſub- 
ject, would be ſome ſuch one as this. 0 
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« thou Sovereign of the univerſe, pour thy 


* conſolation into a heart that is racked 
« with doubts and diſquiets, and dares 
« neither diſtruſt thy mercy, nor rely on 
<« thy fayour.” It is revelation that pro- 
perly deſcribes the nature, and aſſures us 
of the efficacy of true repentance," Theſe 
important and conſolatory doctrines are 
diſplayed to us in the inſtance we are nou 


_ conſidering. 


MO. 
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Then cometh Jeſus with them unto a place 
called Gethſemane, and ſaith to his diſ- 
ciples, fit ye here, while I ge and pray 
yonder. And he took with bim Peter 


and the two ſons of Zebedee, and began 


to be ſorrowful, and very heavy. Then 


faith he unte them, My foul is exceed-. 


ing farrowſul, even unto death : tarry ye 
here and watch with me. And he went 
a little further, and fell on his face, 


and prayed, ſaying, O my Father, if it 


be poſſible, let this cup paſs from me : 
nevertheleſs, not as I will, but as thou 
wilt, And he cometh to the diſciples, and 
findeth them aſleep, and faith unto Peter, 
. What, could ye not watch with me one 
 bour? N atch and pray, that ye enter 
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not into temptation : the ſpirit indeed 
is willing, but the fleſh is weak. He 
went away again the ſecond time, and 
prayed, ſaying, O my Father, if this cup 
may not paſs away from me, except 1 
drink it, thy will be done. And he came 
and found them afleep again : for their 
eyes were heavy. And he left them, 
and went away again, and prayed the 
third time, ſaying the ſame words. 


Fj YHough it be univerſally acknow- 
| ledged, that the example of Chriſt 
is intended for the imitation of Chriſtians, 
yet we ſeldom take ſufficient pains to de- 
lineate the ſeveral virtues of his life, and 
to impreſs our own hearts with a ſenſe of 
their dignity and importance, The ſo- 
lemn inftitutions of religion, however, 
have a direct tendency to bring theſe ob- 
jects to our view; and the inſiſting on 
them, when we meet for public worſhip, 
muſt probably have the advantage of falling 
in with the natural current of our feelings 
and ſentiments, | 7 
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The knowledge of the characters of 
thoſe perſons whom hiſtory repreſents to 
us, is chiefly derived from obſerving the 
manner in which they ated in the capi- 
tal and moſt intereſting ſcenes of life. In 
theſe the leading qualities of the mind 
concenter, and exert themſelves ; and they 
are marked fo diſtinctly, and repreſitated, 
as it were, ſo luminouſly, that we can aſ- 
certain them with preciſion. But of alt 
the circumſtances in which man can be 
placed, that of calamity and affliction 
proves moſt directly the vigour and the 
diſpoſitions of his mind ; and ſuch as this. 
ſituation diſcovers * to be, ſuch he ge- 
nerally is. 


— 
c * 


— — 


The paſſage of ſcripture which I have 
now read, repreſents our Saviour over- 
 whelmed with ſuch a load of ſorrow and 
ſuffering, and overpowered with ſuch a 
variety of melancholy proſpects, that, ſup- 
poſing the truth of his hiftory, even his 
enemies cannot fail to believe, that upon 
this occaſion, the natural and the genuine 
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feelings of his mind muſt have broke forth, 
and that now, when all art muſt have been 
diſconcerted, he truly appeared what he 
actually was. Every word therefore which 
he ſpeaks, and every emotion he diſco- 
vers, ſtrongly indicates the nature of his 
character, and, as it were, ſets the ſeal 
to it. The former tranſactions of his 
life muſt be tried by this touchſtone; and 
in every inſtance wherein they correſpond 
to what he ſpoke and acted in theſe cri- 
tical moments, we muſt conſider them as 
the exhibitions of an uniform and conſiſt- 
ent character. But before we enter on 
this view of our ſubject, let us attend to 
the preceding part of the evangeliſt's 
narration, and to the facts that are here 
repreſented to us. d 


As the time of our Saviour's ſuffering 
drew near, he gave more direct intimations 
of it to his followers, and pointed out 
the very perſon who was to betray him 
into the hands of ſinners. After the in- 

ſtitution of his ſupper, he had departed 
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with his diſciples to the Mount of Olives, 
where he again declares to them his 
own impending ſufferings, the general 
conſternation in which they ſhould be in- 
volved, and their deſertion that was to 
enſue, After this, our text informs us, 
that he went to Gethſemane, and his par- 
ticular attachment and affection engaging 
him to make choice of ſome of the diſ- 
ciples for companions in that mournful 
hour which was to follow, he accordingly 
ſelected Peter, and James, and John, and 
retifed with them to a ſmall diſtance. To 
them he opened the calamitous and di- 
ſtreſſed ſtate of his mind, in that plain 
and unaffected language which is ſo na- 
tural to diſtreſs. My foul, ſays he, is ex- 
cieding ſorrowful, even unto death, And 
while he knew that it was appointed for 
him to tread the winepreſs alone, and that. 
of the people there ſhould be none with him *, 
yet the infirmity of nature fo far 'operat- 
ed as to make him hope for ſome aſſiſt- 
ance from the preſence and ſympathy of his 


* Ifaiah Ixiii. 3, 
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friends. He therefore entreats them to 
tarry, and to watch with him. Then he 
went a little farther, and in the bitterneſs 
of his ſoul, he fell on his face and im- 
plored his Father's aid, in theſe words, 
equally expreſſive of his piety and his re- 
dignation, his ſufferings and his fortitude: 
Father, if it be poſſible, let this cup paſt 
from me: nevertheleſs, not as I will, but 
4s thou wilt, Upon returning to his diſ- 
-ciples, he finds them aſleep; and addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to Peter, who, but a little 
before, had ſo confidently promiſed upon 
the fidelity and fteadineſs of his ſervice, 
That, ſays he, could nat ye watch with me 
one hour? At the ſame time he gives a 
gracious admonition againſt any future 
defection, and points out the means of 
avoiding it, Hatch and pray, that ye enter 
not into temptation : and with the ſame 
mildneſs and benignity which ever di- 
ſinguiſhed his character, he commends 
their affection, and palliates their error. 
The ſpirit indeed is willing, but the fleſh is 
weak. In the utmoſt agony of mind which 
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forced the ſweat through every pore like 


great drops of blood, as Luke informs us, 


he reiterates the ſame fervent and re- 
ſigned prayer, and again finding the diſ- 

ciples afleep, he retires the third time, 

and prays to his Father, uſing the ſame 
words, 


From what cauſes this ſorrow proceed- 
ed, which our Redeemer felt, is not pre- 
ciſely ſaid. But the whole hiſtory ſhews 
us that it was extreme and overwhelming. 
It certainly conſiſted chiefly in thoſe views 
which ariſe from a dark and depreſſed ſtate 
of mind, and which the ſoul that feels, 
knows to be more poignant than all the 
tortures that can be inflicted on the body. 
The future calamities of a city whoſe over- 
throw he frequently laments in ſuch pa- 
thetic terms, the wretched ſtate of a pe- 
riſhing world, the inconſiderable effects 
his divine inſtructions had hitherto pro- 
duced, the falſeneſs of a pretended friend, 
the infirmity of a few ſelect diſciples; all 


perhaps wrought upon his compaſſionate = 
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heart, and filled him with inexpreſſible 
anguiſh, The foreſight of ſufferings which 
humanity ſhrinks from, of pangs which an 
imagination full of ſenſibility clothes with 
more terror than the aCtual ſufferings in- 
flict, was perhaps too powerful to be borne 
in that. ſituation in which theſe ideas pre- 
ſented themſelves. Add to all theſe, the 
conſciouſneſs that thoſe divine aids on 
which he had always depended, and 
which had been ſo liberally communi- 
cated; were now for a ſeaſon withdrawn; 
and that alone, and unſupported, he felt 
himſelf left to ſtruggle with all the bitter- 
neſs of death; I ſay, let us attend to theſe 
things, and perhaps we may have ſome 
conception of that diſmal ſtate, in which 
our Saviour uttered this prayer ; Father, 
If it be peſſible, let this cup depart from 
me: nevertheleſs, not as I will, but as 
thou wilt ; upon which, as Luke ' informs 
us, an interpoſition of providence became 
neceſſary, and an angel was ſent from 
heaven to ſtrengthen him. It is ſuffici- 
ent to mention, for it would be ſuperfluous 
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to prove, that by the firſt expreſſion, Fa- 
ther, it be poſſible, is meant, not if the 
requeſt I now make is within the verge 
of Omnipotence, but if it is conſiſtent 
wich the plan of the divine government, 
and the great deſign of my miſſion into 
the world. That ſevere depreflion of mind 
which he preſ:atly felt, and the ſufferings 
he was ſo ſoon to undergo, are evidently 
what he meant by that cup which he prays 
to be removed from him. The lot of hu- 
man life in general may be figuratively ex- 
preſſed by a cup; and the figure is fo fre- 
quent in ſcripture, and ſo appoſite indeed 
of itſelf, that it muſt be readily apprehen- 
ded, Thus the pſalmiſt, to denote the fe- 
city of his ſituation, uſes the expreſſion, 
My cup runneth over *, And our Saviour, 
when he rebukes the ſons of Zebedee for 
their intemperate-requeſt, does it in theſe 
terms, Are ye. able ts drink of the cup which I 
ſhall drink of ©? That is, to partake of the 
ſufferings which I muſt endure. 
Vor. II. L 
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Having ſaid thus much in explication of 
the paſſage now under conſideration, I pro- 
ceed to my principal deſign in this diſcourſe, 
to wit, to conſider thoſe virtues in the cha- 
racer of Chriſt which are here exhibited 
to us, and to illuſtrate them from the cor- 
reſponding paſſages of his life. That I may 
not engage in too wide a field, I ſhall con- 
fine myſelf to the conſideration of thoſe 
features of our Saviour's character which 
appear in this paſſage in the moſt conſpi- 
cuous light; I mean his piety, his reſigna- 
tion, and his fortitude : And of theſe I ſhall 
. diſcourſe in the order I have now mention- 


. iſt, The piety of our Saviour's heart is 
| here diſcovered in the ſtrongeſt light. Fhe 
immediate recourſe he has. to prayer in this 
diſtreſsful ſituation, the humble proſtration 
he uſed, the fervour of his addreſs, and the 
tenor of it, all conſpire to ſhew that he was 
actuated by the trueſt ſenſe of the divine 
perfections, and the. veneration that is due 
to them. And indeed, if we can be ſaid 
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to perceive the principal qualities of a per- 
ſon's character, who gave a perſect pattern 
of ſo many virtues, we may pronounce them 
to be, a perpetual impreſſion of the divine 
perfections and government, and a humane 
and generous feeling for the diſtreſſes of 


mankind. The firſt diſcovers itſelf by all 


the expreſhons of veneration and zeal which 
the different circumſtances of his life gave 
occaſion to, and in the frequent acts of a 
rational and elevated devotion. All the 
anſwers which he gave at that time, when 
he was led up into the wilderneſs to be 
tempted of the devil, are plainly characte- 

Tiſtical of this diſpoſition. When the tempt- 
er deſired a proof of his being the Son of 
God, by commanding the ſtones to become 
bread, he replies; {it is written, man ſhall 
not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God. U pon a ſecond effort to ſeduoe him, 
by a quotation from ſcripture, he both ſhews 
his own piety, and inſinuates a reprehenſion 
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of the malicious employment of this wicked 
ſpirit. It is written, Thou ſhalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God. The laſt anſwer he gives 
diſcovers entirely the ſame temper. Thon 
Halt worſhip, ſays he, the Lord thy God, and 
him only fhalt thou ſerve*. In his ſermon 
on the mount, which contains the ſum of 
chriſtian morals, there is this remarkable 
difference from every other ſyſtem, that the 
duty of piety is not only recommended as an 
eſſentia] branch of morality, but that every 
other duty is inſiſted upon as flowing from 
or dependent upon it; and that in the per- 
formance of every one of them, we are call- 
ed to conſider ourſelves as creatures re- 
lated to the ſupreme Being, anſwerable to 
him for our conduct, and under the ſtrict- 
eſt obligation to promote his glory. The 
divine prayer which he taught his diſciples 
is a perfect model of devout expreſſion, 
It is impoſlible to read it with attention 
without | perceiving that it breathes the 
ſentiments of a heart under this particulat 
impreſſion, that the happineſs of human 
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creatures ariſes principally from the ad- 
vancement and completion of the divine 
counſels. When his diſciples had taken 
ſome offence at ſeeing him converſe with 
the Samaritan woman; from a ſmall inci- 
dent which ſoon followed, he lays hold of 
an opportunity both of rectifying their mi- 
ſtakes, and of inſorming them of the great 
object he had in view. When they prayed 
him, ſaying, Maſter, eat. I have meat, ſays 
he, to eat that ye know not of. For my 
meat is to do the will of him that ſent me, and 
to finiſh his work*, As by the appoint- 
ment of providence, food is neceſſary for 
invigorating our bodies, and for enabling 
us to perform the duties of ordinary life ; 
ſo the exertions of piety, and the.ſpreading 
its intereſts, ſeemed eſſential not only to 
the felicity, but alſo to the exiſtence of 
the Son of Gad. 


There is another very affecting paſſage 
in the life of Chriſt, which evinces in a 
| L 3. 
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ſtriking manner the reality, the extent and 
the force of this principle of piety. While 
he was talking to the people, his mother 
and his brethren ſtood without, deſiring to 
ſpeak with him. Being informed of this, he 
anſwered, and ſaid to him that told him, 
Who is my mother, and who are my breth- 
ren? And he firetched forth his hands to his 

diſciples, and ſaid, Behold my mother and m 
brethren. For whoſoever dath the will of 
my heavenly Father, the ſame is my brother © 
And to the ſame- 
purpoſe, when a certain woman, ſtruek with 
the divinity of his diſcourſes, cried out, Bleſ- 
fed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps. 
that gave thee ſuck, he anſwers, Yea rather 
bleſſed are they that hear the word of God 
and do it. Even thoſe relations which 
generally form the cloſeſt union, and which, 
as appears from ſeveral. incidents in our 
Saviour's life, he was far from overlooking, 
| were {till inferior to the connection form- 
ed by the prevalence of virtuous and de- 
vout diſpolitions, It is remarkable too, 


* Matth. xXii. 46. 1 Luke xi. 27; 28. * 
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that when any emotion of his heart is ex- 
cited, it naturally mingles and aſſociates 
with that prevailing ſpirit of piety, which 


ſeems ftill to have been predominant. 


Upon one occaſion, when he ſaw the 
multitudes, we are told, he was moved 
with * compaſſion towards them, becauſe they 
fainted, and were ſcattered abroad as ſheep 
having no ſhepherd. Then ſaith he to his dif- 
ciples, The harveſt truly is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harveſt that, be will ſend forth labour- 
ers into his harveſt *. The aſperity with 
which he rebukes the ſcribes and pharifees, 
appears to have proceeded from the fame 
principle. They were not only guilty of groſs 
_ immoralities, but they practiſed them under 
the cloak of religion; and it was this cir- 
cumſtance, which a pious mind muſt re- 
gard with indignation, that gave riſe to 
* that ſeverity of cenſure, Which exceeds 
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the uſual bounds of his mildneſs and mo- 
deration. | 


I might confirm the ſame truth, and ſhew 
the prevalence of the principle of piety in 
our Saviour's mind, from the ſtrain of 
ſeveral of his parables, which are evidently 
intended to give men juſt ideas of the di- 
vine nature and government, to. inculcate 
-the importance of theſe truths, and to point 
out the eſtimation which the belief of them 
beſtowes on human characters. Our Sa- 
viour makes this application of the parable 
of the loſt ſheep, and the loſt piece of ſilven. 
It is equally obvious in that of the prodigal 
fon : and it is plain, that the principal cir- 
cumſtance which rendered the prayer of the 
publican more acceptable than that of the 
_ -phariſee, aroſe from the juſt conceptions he 
entertained. of the purity and perfection of 
the ſupreme Being. 


I ſhall now conſiders as an ill uſiration of” 
this ſubject, ſome of the particular acts of 
devotion which are recorded of our Saviour 
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in the hiſtory of the goſpel. It is to be re- 
membered, that there are but a few of our 
Saviour's ſayings and aCtions committed ta 
writing: for if they ſhould all be mention- 
ed, as the apoſtle John expreſſes himſelf, 7 
ſuppoſe that even the world itſelf cauld not 
centain the books that fhauld be written l. 
But there is a ſuſſieient number of facts 
for determining preciſely his character; 
and the acts of devotion that are tranſmitted 
to us fully prove the ſpirit by which he was 
actuated, The firſt prayer recorded by the 
evangeliſt Matthew, is that which he offers 
up after having lamented the inattention 
and hardheartedneſs of thoſe cities, in which 
he had performed ſo many mighty works. 
I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed 
them unto babes. Even fo, Father, for fo it 
ſeemed gead in thy fight ®. Can words ex- 
preſs more ſtrongly a deep impreſſion of 
the divine government, and an acquieſcence 


? John xxi, 25. Matthew xi. 25, 26. 
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ag eg with gratitude in all its deter- 


When our Saviour came to the tomb of 
Lazarus, we perceive by the anſwer which 
he gave Martha, that the glory of God wis 
the principal object of his conſideration, 
from the miracle he was about to perform. 
Said I not to thee, that if thou wouldſt be- 
Tieve, thou fhouldſt fee the glory of God? And 
when the ſtone was removed, he lift up his 
eyes and ſaid, Father, I thank thee, that 
thou haſt heard me, and I know that thou 
beareſi me always; but for their ſakes I 
faid it, wha fland by, that they may believe 
that thou haſt ſent me. The exultation . 
here expreſſed in the conſciouſneſs of the d- 
vine favour is evident; and when we conſi- 
der, that a particular event which, in itſelf, 
could to our Saviour be nothing extraordi- 
nary, but which was fo well adapted for 
impreſſing the ſpectators with a belief of 
his divine miſſion, the great mean of pro- 
* the glory of God — mankind; 


9 | John a3. 40, 41, 42. 
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when we conſider, I ſay, that this event was 
the immediate object in view, we ſhall 
readily difcern the propriety of the latter 
part of this prayer. The longeſt act of de- 
votion that the ſcripture records of him, is 
that contained in the ſeventeenth chapter of 


John's goſpel. If there were no other, ſure- 


Iy this would fully evince the warmth. of 
his devotional feelings, his ardent zeal for 
his father's glory, and his ſupreme vene- 
ration of his perſections. The prayer con- 
tained in the paſſage which I have taken for 
the foundation of this diſcourſe, was re- 
peated no. leſs than three times; and it is 
put up with that earneſtneſs, which touches. 
the heart in ſuch. a manner as the longeſt 
comment upon it could not accompliſh, 


The line betwixt agonizing ſorrow and de- 


ſpondency of mind, is preciſely marked; 
and the reiteration of the ſame - petition, 
though his Father did not ſee proper to 
grant his requeſt, proves beyond contra- 
diction, that no diſappointment could 
| thake the ftrength of that piety which had 
grown from his earlieſt years, and which 
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all the adverſities of life had tended but to 
confirm, When we conſi er, in conjunc- 
tion with all theſe, the regular and ſtated 
benedictions he uſed, when he was receiv- 
ing the gifts of providence, or communicat- 
ing them to others; the unwearied activity 
he employed in fixing in the minds of hu- 
man creatures a ſenſe of the importance of 
religious principles; thoſe frequent retire- 
ments from the world for purpoſes of devo- . 
tion, after one might have ſuppoſed that he 
was exhauſted by the public miniſtrations 
of his office ; his ſpending whole nights in 
prayer, and his riſing often before day-break 
to the ſame employment: when we conſider, 
I fay, all theſe, they will certainly afford 
ſuch proofs of the piety and the devotion- 
al ſpirit of the Son of God, as muſt tend 
ſtrongly to affect the heart. 


2dly, Let us attend to that reſignation 
of mind which is exemplified in this paſſage 
of holy writ, and marked in many other 
incidents of our Saviour's life, Reſig- 
nation ariſes ſo naturally from @ ſpirit of 
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piety, and is ſo inſeparably connected with 
it, that we may view it as the offspring of 


this reſpectable parent; or perhaps we may 


rather conſider them as kindred virtues, . 


mutually borrowing from, and lending luſtre 
to one another, Reſignation ſuppoſes a 
ſlate of life, in which there are various 


calamities and afflictions: and the greater 
mixture there is of theſe, the greater ſcope 
is given for the exerciſe of this virtue, which 


implies a calm and chearful ſubmiſſion to 
the will of God under the moſt adverſe diſ- 
penſations of his providence, As our Sa- 
viour was @ man of forrows, and acquainted 
with grief, and was expoſed to a ſcene of 
ſuffering, that can in no reſpect be paral- 
leled, there was the ampleſt ſcope for the 
exertion of this virtue : and accordingly no 


feature of his character is. more plainly or 
diſtinctly diſcovered, 


It is to be remarked that virtue in gene- 


ral is by no means oſtentatious, and the 


more ſincere and exalted the virtue is, 


the leſs it-will affect to diſplay itſelf to the 
* 
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beſt advantage. The pedant is always in 
queſt of an opportunity to ſhine by a mul- 
tiplicity of words without knowledge, 
while the man of real abilities never diſ- 
covers them in an improper manner, You 
all know that the ſhallow ſtream murmurs 
along, while the motion of the deep river. 
4s unheard and unobſerved. A formal ex- 
Þ'ibition of any claſs of virtues in our Sa- 


have been leſs natural, leſs ſtriking, and 
leſs effectual for all the purpoſes of human 

Teformation. We are in general- therefore 
left to collect them as they occurred in 
thoſe various incidents which gave proper 


firſt proof of his reſignation ariſes trom 
that filent and compoſed manner with 

which he bears the various ills of human 

life, equally remote from the inſenſibility 
of the ſtoic, and the pride of the cynic. 
When he had faſted fo long, that the 
powers of nature muſt have been greatly 
deprefled, and was afterwards expoſed to a 
ſevere temptation, he utters no repining ex- 


viour's life, . though more obvious, muſt 


opportunities for x. them. The 
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preſſion. It is incidentally and without 
the leaſt complaint, when juſtice ſeemed to 
require it, that he paints ſo ſtrongly the 
poverty and diſtreſs of his external circum- 
ſtances, The foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air have ne/ts, but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head. While he 
travels through Judea working the will of 
his Father, we hear no complaint of the ſul- 
try ſun by day, nor the unwholeſome fogs 
by night, of the rough roads, or ſteep 
mountains, the rapid- rivers, or dangerous 
lakes. In the execution of his office, 
though it was plain he was not inſenſible 
of thoſe hardſhips he was called to undergo, 
yet we perceive no indication of peeviſh- 
neſs or diſcontent. He uſes no unbecom- - 
ing ſhifts- to avoid adverſity, nor any un- 
worthy means to court proſpexity. On the 
other hand, he ſeems to conſider all atten- 
tion to every human accommodation be- 
neath his notice, in as far as it would have 
taken up ſo much of that precious time 
which was ſolely devoted to the eternal in- 
tereſts of mankind. I appeal to thoſe who 
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know the world, whether this general man- 
ner of life, joined to that perpetual ſenſe 
of divine things that was upon his mind, 
does not prove a general reſignation of tem- 
per with more force, and with leſs ſuſpicion 
than a thouſand declarations could have 
done. But the occurrences of our Saviour's 
life were ſo various, and ſome of them of 
ſuch a particular nature, that in theſe the 
, declarations of his reſignation became per- 
fealy natural and unſuſpicious, and the 
exemplification of it altogether proper 
and conſpicuous. There cannot be a more 
appoſite inſtance to our preſent purpoſe 
than that which is exhibited in the text. 
Under the deepeſt agony of mind, and while 
he ſuffers a ſpecies of diſtreſs which he 
had never before felt in ſo great a degree, 
the powers of nature are ready to fail: he 
almoſt recoils from the hour for which he 
had come into the world : he falls on his 
face, and prays that the cup might paſs from 
him: but though the conflict was terrible, 
and the proſpe& overwhelming, he imme- 
diately adds, Nevertheleſs, not "as I will, © 
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but” as thou wilt, if this cup may not paſt 
away except I drink it, thy will be done. 
My requeſt is fervent, becauſe my ſuffer- 
ing is extreme; but my ſenſe of reſignation 
is ſtill more powerful than my averſion to 
pain, Can language expreſs what he felt, 
or deſcribe the ſubmiſſion of his ſoul? Let 
humanity here drop a tear, and the heart 
formed for the admiration of ſuffering vir- 
tue revere his reſignation, 


A very ſhort time after he exhibits an- 
other ſtriking inſtance of the ſame temper; 

When the zeal. of Peter induced him to, 
draw his ſword in his maſter's defence, and. 
to ſmite the ſervant of the high-prieſt ;. he 
deſires him to put his ſword, up again into. 
its place, and in. the ſtrongeſt terms expreſ- 

ſes his entire acquieſcence in the ſufferings. 
deſtined for him by the counſels of the Al- 
mighty. The cup, ſays he, that. my, Father. 
has given me 10 drink,. ſball I not drink it? 
The evangeliſt Matthew likewiſe records. 
another ſaying of his upon this occaſion, 
which equally proves the an en. 
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of his ſoul, Thinke/? thou that I cannot 
now pray to my Father, and he ſhall preſently 
give me more than twelve legions of angels ? 
But then how ſhall the ſcriptures be fulfilled, 
that thus it muſi lee The ſame ſpirit is 
alſo ſhewn in that ſevere reproof which 
our Saviour gave to Peter upon a former 
occaſion, For when he foretold his ſuffer- 
ings, this diſciple ſaid to him, Be it far 
from thee, Lord; this ſhall nat be unto thee. 
But inſtead of approving an anſwer that 
in ſome meaſure diſcovered affection, he 
turned to him and ſaid, Get thee behind me, 
' ſatan, thou art an offence unto me, for thou 
ſavoureft not the things that be of God, but | 
thoſe that be of men . And to mention only 
one other particular inſtance which ac- 
comparied the laſt ſcene of his life: A 
little after having borne with incredible 
patience the tortures of his body and the 
anguiſh of his mind, he till preſerved the 
union betwixt ſoul and body: and it was 
not till he perceived all the counſels of God 
accompliſhed that he cried out, It is finiſh- 
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ed, and then bowed his head and reſigned 
his ſoul into the hands of that God to whom 
he had commended it. 


zadly, Let us conſider the fortitude which 
our Saviour always. diſcovered under the 
preſſure of the ſevereſt afflictions. Forti- 
tude is fo much allied to reſignation, that 
though perhaps we ſometimes obſerve the 
latter in people of a ſoft and tender caſt, 
who cannot properly be ſaid to poſſeſs the 
former ; yet the triumph and perfection of 
reſignation always ſuppoſes an unſhaken 
fortitude and intrepidity of mind. Ac- 
cordingly all the illuſtrations I have uſed 
upon the former topic of diſcourſe might 
with propriety be produced as proofs of 
the fortitude of our Saviour's mind. The 
coincidence of the ſentiments of fortitude 
and reſignation, with reſpect to his charac- 
ter, appears the more unqueſtionable from. 
this conſideration, that he was able to 

| have avoided the ſufferings he endured by 
an exertion of that intrinſic power which 
was permanent in him; and that the ſole 
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cauſe of his ſuffering the. greateſt. load of 
calamities which ever fell to the lot of one 
man, aroſe from his own native ſuperiority 
of mind, and his unlimited ſubmiſſion to 
his Father's will. Thus he tells us himſelf. 
No man taketh my life from me; I have 
power to loy it down, and I have power ta 
take it again . and he who could have 
obtained more than twelve legions of angels 
from his father, was able to have ſtruck 
dead with a word that armed, lawleſs mul- 
titude which came out of Jeruſalem to ap- 
prehend him. The endurance therefore 
of calamities proves; a degree of fortitude 
in our Saviour's mind, in ſome meaſure 
diſſimilar, and in every reſpect ſuperior to 
that which was ever exhibited by any 
other perſon. And from what has now 
been remarked, it will appear how plain 
an example of this virtue is diſcovered ta 
us in the hiſtory now. before us. Forti- 
tude by no means implies an inſenſibility 
to the evils which befal us: on the other 
hand, wherever this inſenſibility takes 


* John x. 18. 
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place, the exerciſe of fortitude muſt be en- 
tirely excluded, It is no leſs indiſputable 
that the greater ſhare of ſenſibility we poſ- 
ſeſs, the greater merit ariſes from a conduct 
decent and proper under diſtreſs and afflic- 
tion, Now it appears to me, that this paſ- 
ſage equally ſhews the ſenſibility, of our 
Saviour's mind, the height of his diſtreſs, 
and his reſolution of enduring the utmoſt 
extremity, rather than counteract the ends, 
or diminiſh the dignity of his obedience. 


I ſhall but juſt mentjon two or three 
other inſtances which ſhew in a ſtriking . 
light the virtue now under our conſidera - 
tion. Fortitude not only diſcovers itſelf in 
the actual bearing of afflictions, but in the 
general turn of our behaviour to thoſe who 


* poſſeſs power and ſuperior influence, and 


in whoſe hands are the means of inflicting 
puniſhments, and taking vengeance for ſup- 
poſed injuries, In this view the manner 
of our Saviour's behaviour to the ſcribes 
and phariſees, who were the moſt powerful 
and popular leaders of their time, and 


166 SERMON XVI. 
whoſe principal object was evidently the 


preſervation of their power, ſtrongly indi- 


cates this diſpoſition, Inſtead of ſolicit- 
ing their favour by direct praiſes, or even 
by dubicus filence'; there is no ſet of men, 
againſt whom he uſes the ſeverity of cen- 
ſure with equal keenneſs. Every reader 
tolerably acquainted with the hiſtory of the 
goſpel will perceive the juſtice of this re- 
mark. TI ſhall only appeal to the 'twelfth 
and twenty-third chapters of Matthew's 
goſpel, and the correſponding places in the 
other "evangeliſts. In the ſame light we 
muſt "conſider that ſevere reply which our 
Saviour gives to the phariſees, when certain 
of them came to him, and ſaid, Get thee 
out and depart hence, for Herod will kill thee. 
| Inſtead of a ſoothing or an evaſive anſwer, 
which, conſidering the power and diſpoſi- 
tion of Herod, could not perhaps have been 
cenſured, Go ye, ſays he, and tell that fox, 
behold I caft out devils to-day and to-morrow, 
and the third day I ſhall be perfefted*, 


e Luke iii. 31, 32. 
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But there is nothing can ſet this virtue 
of our Saviour in a ſtronger point of view 
than his behaviour when the multitude, 
led on by Judas, came out armed with 
ſwords and ſaves, and at a time of dark- 
neſs too, which, as it is moſt ſuited to 
the purpoſes of malice and cruelty, is alſo 
moſt apt to raiſe timidity, for they had 
brought with them, as the-evangeliſt John 
expreſly mentions, lanterns and torches. 
His conduct upon this occaſion is through- 
out fo noble and magnanimous, that I am 
ſenſible. all words are unequal to my con- 
ceptions of its greatneſs, When Judas 
him, he calmly replies, Friend, wherefore 
art thou .come? It was no wonder that all 
the effrontery of guilt was ſilenced by the 
ſedate majeſty and meekneſs of divine vir- 
tue. Accordingly we read of no anſwer 
made by his , reyolted diſciple at that 
period, tho' as his beloved diſciple tells us, 
be knew all things that ſbauld come upon 
him, yet be flapped forth to the multitude, 
and ſaid, Wham 4 ye ® When they re- 
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plied, Feſus of Nazareth, He anſwers, 7 
am he. As ſoon as he had ſaid, I am he, 
ſays John, the multitude went backward, 
and fell to the ground. The intrepidity of 
his reply appeared ſo aſtoniſhing, that the 
hearts of the cruel and mercileſs were al- 
moſt changed: and had he been anxious 
to ſave his life, no miracle would have been 
neceſſary to have diverted their purpoſe. 
Then he aſks them again, Whom ſeek ye? 
And when they ſaid, Jeſus of Nazareth, 
he anſwered, I have told you that I am 
he; if therefore ye ſeek me, let theſe go 
their way*. The brave are ever merciful 
and compaſſionate, And while Jeſus him- 
ſelf meets ſuffering with a daring and un- 
ſhaken mind, he diſcovers the moſt ami- 
able attention to his followers, and that 
too in circumſtances in which even a great 
mind might have been properly engrofled 
with its own concerns. It truly appears 
to me, that the mere ſuperiority and in- 
trepidity of our Saviour's conduct would 
have naturally produced ſuch an effect 
upon the multitude,. as to have ſent them 
John xvii, 4—6. 
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away without accompliſhing their purpoſe, 
had it not been for the zealous interpoſi- 
tion of Peter, which gave them time to 
recover from their ſurprize, perhaps in- 
flamed them anew, and beſtywed ſufficient 
courage to lead the unreſiſting Jeſus away. 
This diſcourſe would admit of much prac- 
tical improvement, if | had time to en- 
large upon it. But I ſhall contract what 
I have to ſay into as narrow a compaſs as 


In the firſt place, my brethren, what 
think ye of Chriſt? Do not the exalted vir- 
tues which he practiſed, ſhow that he is 
the Son of the living God? Behold the 
admired wiſh of the heathen fulfilled : 
Virtue itſelf aſſuming a human ſhape, and 
dwelling among men. This is the divi- 
nity ſet up in our temples. To him bow 
your knees, and to him offer your hearts. 


2dly, From this particular delineation of 
ſome of the virtues hic were ſo conſpi- 
<cuous in the life of Chriſt, let us learn 
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not only a general admiration of theſe vir- 
tues, but let us aſpire after the practice 
of them in the ſimilar inſtances of life and 
conduct in which the providence of God 
may place us. The reſpect we pay to the 
qualities of the divine life, is by far of too 
general a nature. We too rarely deſcend 
to particulars. Who is the man that pro- 
fits moſt by this diſcourſe? He who goes 
away, applauding -a devout temper? Or 
he who forms the reſolution of becoming 
more devout, and puts his reſolutions into 
practice ? The latter alone is the profata- 
a $1 
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Jou xix. 30. 


When Feſus therefore bad received the vine- 
gar, he ſaid, It is finiſhed : and he bowed 
bis head, and gave up the ghoſt. 


Mong the infinitely various characters 
of men, there are a few who are at- 
tentive to whatever ſeems to be ſerious 
and important; there iare many to whoſe 
reaſon we ſpeak in vain, if we cannot in 
tereſt their hearts; there are ſome of ſo 
ſoft a mold, that whatever has the leaſt 
degree of tenderneſs melts arid affects them, 
while others can fee and hear what is quite 
overpowering to ſuch, and till remain un- 
moved. When we view men in a parti- 
cular light, the variety of their charaQters, 
propenſities, inclinations, and capacities is 
amazing. When we ſurvey them in a 
different point of view, their reſemblance 
is as evident and ſtriking. Their reſem- 
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blance conſiſts in their original powers 
and principles; their difference ariſes from 
ſituation, education, improvement, and a 
great number both of known and latent 
cauſes. From their variety it happens, 
that different objects affect different men; 
from their reſemblance it happens that 
ſome things affect almoſt all men, though 
in different degrees, | 


The general propenſity of mankind to 
obſerve and regard the laſt words even of 
thoſe who have been no way remarkable 
in life, cannot fail to be acknowledged; 
but this propenſity particularly appears with 
regard to thoſe who have acted a conſpicu- 
ous part, or who are conſidered by us as 
our friends and benefactors. The laſt 
words of ſuch impreſs the minds of moſt 
men in the ſtrongeſt manner, and there is 
ſcarcely one on whom they do not pro- 
| duce ſome effect. The words themſelves, 
the occaſion on which they are ſpoken, the 
circumſtances with which they are attended, 
the conſequences which follow, naturally 


4 


S ERMON XVII. 7 


excite ſuch a variety of emotions, that ſup- 
poſing a perſon to remain untouched by 
ſome of them, yet he feels the force of 
others. The verſe now read, which con- 
tains the laſt words of our Saviour, affords 
a variety of reflections, which muſt prove 
intereſting to every hearer. In treating of 
them I propoſe, in the firſt place, to conſi- 
der the meaning and import of this expreſ- 
fion, It is finiſhed, which our Saviour uſed 
before he bowed his head, and gave up the 
ghoſt.  2dly, I ſhall conſider the peculiar 
light in which this expreſſion, with the 
conſequence which immediately followed, 
diſcovers our Saviour's character to us. 


In the firſt place: By this expreſſion, 
Ht is finiſhed, we may underſtand our Sa- 
viour as declaring that the great plan of 
divine providence, for which he was ſent 
into the world, was accompliſhed. 


Thofe who live in the world propoſe to 
themſelves various ends; and we unavoid-' 


ably conſider thoſe ends, as objects either 


vs SERMON XVI. 


of praiſe, or of difapprobation. One aims 
at the gratification” of his appetites, and 
the enjoyment of his pleaſures. Another 
purſues riches, or makes ambition, and 
the love of power, the guide of his life. 
We cannot view theſe men in the ſame 
Tight with thoſe, who are fired with the 
love of virtue, of their country, of man- 
kind, We term ſome ends, mean and 
unworthy, unworthy of a rational crea- 
ture like man; others laudable and becom- 
ing; and ſome truly great and heroic, It 
is farther tq be obſerved, that we not only 
applaud the proſecution of an end that is 
good, but if it be proſecuted with a peculiar 
degree of ſteadineſs, the more juſtly and 
highly it obtains our approbation. It can 
ſcarely be ſaid of the worſt, that they never 
purſued a good end; but how finiſhed is 
that character, which never ſtooped to any 
end that was mean and unworthy | The 
eye of the generality of men is captivated 
by every glaring object. Objects of this 
kind ſometimes even attract the heart, and 
divert the aim of the well-intentioned. We 


4 


SERMON XVII. 175 


ean eaſily apply to human life the fable 
which repreſents one as obſtructed in the 
proſecution of a race, by meeting with gol- 
den apples which were induſtriouſly thrown 
in the way. But amid all the variety of 
poſſible purſuits, it will be acknowledged, 
that none can be accounted fo truly great 
and heroic, or ſo deſerving of our utmoſt 
ſteadineſs, as promoting the glory of God, 
and fulfilling all the defigns of his provi- 
dence. That this was the end which our 
Saviour ever had in view; and that he 
purſued it with the moſt unwearied ſteadi- 
neſs and attention, is evident to every en 
who reads the goſpel. 


A little after his entrance upon his 
public miniſtry, when his diſciples aſked 
him to take ſome meat, to ſupport him 
under the fatigues which he had endured, 
he takes occaſion to inform them, that his 
meat was to do the will of him that ſent him, 
and to finiſh his work *; and to the fame 
purpoſe he declares in another place, 7 
came down from 'h:aven not to do my own 


* John iv. 34. 
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well,, but the will of him that ſent me. 
Anxious to fulfil the great plan of provi- 
dence, he always diſcovers. that it was up- 
permoſt in his thoughts. I mu/t work the 
work of him - that ſent me, while it is. day; 
the night cometh when. no man can work ©. 
In that long prayer which he offers _ 
to his Father a little before his crucifixion, 
recollecting what was already done, and 
conſcious of his fortitude to endure the laſt 
trial, he declares, I have glorified thee on. 
earth, I baue finiſhed the work which thou 
gave/i me to de. When the zeal of one 
of his diſciples. would have led him to op- 
poſe the unjuſt violence that was offered 
to his Maſter, he admoniſhes him not to 
reſiſt the will of his Father. The cup which 
my Father, ſays he, hath given me, ſball | 
not drink it ©? If we attend to the actions 
of | Jeſus, we muſt allow that they were 
calculated for promoting the ends of di- 
vine providence, as far as we can conceive. 
any courſe of life to be ſo. 


Jahn vi. 38. © John ix. 4 8 ee avi 4. 
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When we conſider things in a very ge- 
neral view, it is true that every thing 
which happens may be ſaid to conſtitute a 
part of the plan of divine providence. In 
this ſenſe it is, that the wrath of man 
praiſetb God, and that he hath made all 
things for himſelf; yea, even the wicked for 
the day of evil. The natural courſe of things 
is nothing but certain diſpoſitions of his 
appointment; and under the plan of his 
adminiſtration is comprehended both the 
conduct of the virtuous, and the behavi- 
our of the vicious, This we may call 
the natural plan of his providence. 


But when we attend to the moral per- 
ſections of the Almighty, the declarations 
he hath given in the conſtitution of man, 
that he is the friend and patron of virtue 

and of virtuous men, the evidences he af- 
| fords of his deſire to promote the kingdom 
of righteouſneſs among men, we recognize 
another plan of a more particular nature, 
in which hc ſeems to be more immediate- 
ly intereſted. This we may call the mo- 
Vor. II. N | 
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ral plan of his providence. It is in this 
latter ſenſe that the words now under 
con{:deration are to be underſtood, © The 
moſt exalted piety, the moſt extenſive be- 
nevolence, the greateſt humility, the ut- 
moſt meekneſs, patience, and. reſignation ; 
Lo ! theſe, and every other virtue ſhone 


forth with the greateſt luſtre through the 


whole of the character of Jeſus, The 
uniform piety and purity of his conduct 
give an irrefragable evidence to every de- 
claration that he made; and force us, if 


we will not believe himſelf," at leaſt to 
believe him for his works' ſake, It is 
proper to be remarked, that the ſcheme, 


or plan of providence, and the view of 
accompliſhing it, were objects to the en- 
larged and comprehenſive mind of the Son 
of God, in a degree and manner different 
from that in which they can be ſuppoſed 


to be objects to the wiſeſt and moſt en- 


lightened of his followers. The whole 
ſcheme was at once in his eye; the be- 


ginning, the · progreſs, and the reſult of it 


were ſenſibly preſent to him. He diſcern- 
ed the connections and dependencies, and 
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that infinite ſeries of events which it com- 
prehends. He ſaw the particular end, 
which every action of his life, and every 
inſtance of his ſuffering promoted as pre- 
ciſely as one ſkilled in works of human 
art, can diſcern the particular tendency 
and purpoſe of every part of any piece of 
workmanſhip that is preſented to him. 
Ever intent upon fulfilling that part which 
was allotted to him, juſt before he reſign- 
ed his ſpirit, he cried out, It is fini:d. 
As it appears therefore, both from the con- 
duct and declarations of our Saviour, that 
the promoting the glory of God, and the 
fulfilling the plan appointed by his provi- 
dence, was his conſtant and invariable aim 
_ while he dwelt with mankind; it is ex- 
tremely reaſonable to conclude, that by 
the laſt words he uttered he intended to 
ſignify to the world, that this plan was 
now accompliſhed ; that the intentions 
of divine providence, as far as they re- 
 garded his miſſion, his life, his ſufferings, 
his death, had their completion, The ge- 
neral ſtrain and tenor of the paſſage con- 
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firms what has now been advanced. Aſter 
this, Jeſus knowing that all things were 
now accompliſhed, that the ſcriptures might 
be fulfilled, ſaith, I thirfl, Now there was 
fet a veſſel full of vinegar, and they filled 
a ſpunge with winegar, and put it upon 
hyſſop, and put it to his mouth, When Fe- 
ſus therefore had received the vinegar, he 
ſaid, It is finiſhed: and he bowed his head, 
and gave up the ghet. But though this. is 
the moſt general ſenſe in which we are to 
underſtand theſe words, and though we 
cannot aſſign any other that is not com- 
prehended in the explication now given, 
yet they very rationally admit of a more 
particular and confined interpretation. 
Let us therefore conſider the more parti- 
cular parts of this great and extenſive plan, 
which our. Saviour might have had in 
view when he expreſſed himſelf in this 
manner. | 


x I would obſerve then, in the ſecond 
place, that we may conſider theſe words 
Sor” f John xix. 28, 29, 30. 
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as a declaration from our Saviour, that 
his ſufferings were now ended. As endued 
with the feelings of human nature, ſuch 
a long and continued courſe of ſufferings, 
ſuch an uninterrupted ſeries of the ſevereſt 
affliction, could not fail to affect his ſpirit 
in the moſt ſenſible manner. And the 


conſciouſneſs that now the meaſure of 


his ſorrows was full, joined to the fore- 
ſight of his ſpeedy deliverance from them, 
made him cry out in theſe memorable 
words, It is finiſhed, Thoſe conſolations, 
which even the indulgent Father of mercy 
had by an extraordinary diſpenſation of 
providence withdrawn from his own 
blameleſs Son, were now in ſome mea- 
ſure ' reſtored, He commends his ſpirit 
into his hands. He ſaw the concluding 
ſcene of that wretchedneſs to which he 


| had voluntarily ſubmitted, the bitter and 
the baleful cup of grief he had drained to 


the very dregs, Still bis unſhaken foul 
with aſtoniſhing patience bore every ſhock, 
and encountered every ſoe; and not all 
the extremity of pain and ignominy en- 
2 
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gaged him to quit the body till he had 
experienced the laſt indignity which it 
was decreed for him to endure. But when 
he received the vinegar, he declared that 
all his ſorrows were now accompliſhed, 
and by one voluntary effort he reſigned 
that ſacred ſpirit which had exhibited ſuch 
| miraculous inſtances of every human and 
divine virtue. 


In the third place: We may conſider 
| theſe words as a declaration that the of- 
* fences of men were now expiated, and 
N that the juſtice of God was fully ſatisfied. 
This explication is perfectly agreeable to 
what has been advanced in the preceding 
part of this diſcourſe; and in this light 
they have commonly been conſidered. 


There is nothing more plainly aſſerted 
in ſcripture, than that Chriſt Jeſus ſuf- 
fered in our room and ſtead, the juſt for 
the unjuſt ; that he gave his life a ranſom 
for many ; that we receive atonement by 
him. Men who have conſidered the di- 
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vine perfeCtions in a particular view, have 
. raiſed many objections againſt this doc- 
trine : but I know of no method by which 
we can become acquainted with the nature 
and attributes of the Supreme Being, but 
by a ſerious and humble attention to the 
works of God, to the uſual method of ad- 
miniſtration, as it is diſcovered in the go- 
vernment of the world, and to the reye- 
lation which in his mercy he hath vouch- 
ſaſed to diſpenſe to mankind. If we at- 


tend to the method of God's government 


of the world, we meet with many in- 
ſtances where ſome are involved in puniſh- 
ment for the faults and crimes of others. 


The deliverance from calamities that were 


deſerved, and ready to be executed, is 
often procured by the aid of others who 
bear a ſhare of theſe calamities though 
they had no hand in the guilt that oc- 

caſioned them. Inftances of theſe, and 
| ſuch like diſpenſations of providence, ren- 
der the doctrines of the atonement and 
fatisfaction of Jeſus, as they are revealed 
in ſcripture, very credible to men of an 
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attentive and humble diſpoſition of mind. 
We .can never, my brethren, think with 
too much reverence, and judge with too 
much caution upon ſubjects of this nature; 
and nothing can be more abſurd than that 
a creature like man, inſtead of attending 
to facts and obſervations in order to form 
his opinions, ſhould rely upon the com- 
binations of his own imagination, and 
adopt theſe as the diftates of reaſon and 
of truth. I have no intention of enter- 
ing upon a full diſcuſſion of theſe ſubjects. 
To the obſervations now made, and the 
texts of ſcripture already produced, I ſhall 
only add the following. 


The apoſtles declare in their epiſtles, 
that while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died 
for us, and that we are reconciled to God 

' * by the death of his Son; Chrift is the pro- 
pitiatian, not for our ſins only, but for the 
fins of the whole world.. Can it be ex- 
preſſed more clearly that the great pur- 
poſe of the death of Chriſt was to expiate 
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our offences, and to reconcile the Almigh- 
ty to us his offending creatures ? When- 
ever we attempt to explain things of this 
kind too particulazly, we are in very great 
danger of running into error, by reckon- 
ing the objects, the manner, the ends, and 
the means of the divine government, too 
much alike to thoſe of human governments, 
though there certainly is an infinite differ- 

ence. By aſſiſting the imagination to 
form diſtin conceptions of the counſels 
and deſigns of Omnipotence, we are apt 
to confound the conceptions that are ſuit- 
able to the Supreme Being, with thoſe 
which man may be ſuppoſed to entertain 
in ſimilar circumſtances. Unguarded ex- 
preſſions have been uſed, as if the Divini- 
ty could be capable of revenge, implaca- 
bility, weakneſs ; all which are certainly 
far removed from him, and which it never 
was the deſign of thoſe very men, who 
uſed the expreſſions, to aſcribe to him. 
But to all my ideas of goodneſs, of juſtice, 
of mercy, it appears nowiſe contradictory 
to ſay, that in that great and extenſive 
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ſcheme of divine providence which is car- 


rying on in the world, and of which the 


wiſeſt of the ſons of men ſees but a very 
ſmall part, it became fit and neceſſary, 


perhaps unavoidable, that an extraordinary 

of ſuffering ſhould befall an inno- 
cent perſon, who, by his voluntary ſub- 
miſſion to it, ſhould rectify a number of 
thoſe diſorders which were introduced into 
the world, and by conciliating the Supreme 
Being ſhould thus prevent its final de- 


ſtruction. 


As therefore, my brethren, the expiation 
of ſin, and the reconciliation of men to an 
offended God, were the principal parts of 
that plan which our Saviour was to exe- 
cute upon earth; and as the aſſurance of 
the completion of it could not fail to af- 


ford the higheſt comfort and joy to his 


followers ; he, agreeably. to the general 
benevolence of his nature, and the atten- 
tion he ever paid to the great ends of his 


miſſion, regardleſs of the pain and anguiſh 
he endured, and ſolely intent upon what 


* . 
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was great and becoming, juſt before he 
reſigned his oy proclaimed To” It is 


finiſhed. 


Having thus taken notice of the diffe- 
rent explications of which theſe laſt words 
of our Saviour are capable, let us conſider 
the peculiar light in which this diſcovers 
his character to us. 


What has been now ſaid, may ſerve to 
-give us a view of the death of Chriſt ſome- 
what different from that in which it is 
commonly conſidered, but not leſs inte- 


. reſting. According to the general conſti- 


tution of the human frame, and the connec- 
tion between the ſoul and the body, it is 
impoſſible, by any mere effort of our own, 
and without ſome violence, to ſeparate the 
one from the other. There is alſo a cer- 
tain degree of pain and ſuffering which 
unavoidably produces this diſſolution, and 
which no inclination nor deſire of the in- 
. dividual can prevent. Theſe are cſtabliſh- 
ed laws, to which in general all the ſons of 
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Saviour, it does not-appear that they took 
place. He had that power over the con- 
nection which ſubſiſted between his ſoul 
aid his body, that- at any period he could 
have diſſolved it, without the intervention 
of any ordinary means, On. the other 
hand, he could have prevented any of the 
ordinary means which take away life from 
being uſed againſt him; or when they 
were wed, he could have been above their 
efhcacy, The magnanimity then of our 
Saviour's life and death appears in this, 
that as long as the purpoſes of divine pro- 
vidence required it, he endured the moſt 
excruciating and intolerable pains, though 
it was in his power to quit that veil of hu- 
manity which ſubjected him to them; and 
that as ſoon as the moment was come, 
when the will of heaven was fulfilled, he at 
once diflolved that connection which, ac- 
cording to the counſels of that will, and 
on account of a moſt generous love for a 
periſhing world, he had fo long preſerved. 
Thus be ſpeaks always of laying down his 
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own life; and expreſly ſays, No man taketh 
my life from me, eee 
eee eee 


The Jews ſent out an r naked 
him, and aſſaulted him as a common male- 
factor. He could have , reſcued himſelf 
by his own power, or called for legions of 
angels, who at his command. would have 
immediately delivered him, But 4 a lamb 
is led to the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep be- 
fore her ſhearers is dumb, ſo opened he not 
| bis mouth. Patiently did he bear every. 
contumely, indignity, and torment, till the . 
whole will of God, and all the deſigns of 
his miraculous diſpenſation were accom- 
pliſhed. Then by a like voluntary act 
which had occaſioned his aſſumption of the 
human frame, he greatly reſigned it. It has 
been juſtly obſerved, that the words which 
we tranſlate he gave up the ghoſt, would be 
more properly and literally tranſlated, he 
reſigned, or he dijmifſed his ſpirit. And it 
is remarkable, that when the centurion 
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heard him cry out with a loud voice before 
this happened, and obſerved that the force 
of his natural vigour was not abaſed, he 
immediately concluded that there was ſome- 
ching miraculous in the manner of his 
death. For, (faith the evangeliſt Mark) 
when the centurion which flood over againſt 
him, ſaw that he ſo cried out, and gave up 
the ghoſt, he ſaid, Truly this man was 
the Son of God w. 


It is impoſſible to diſcover the conduct 
and character of Chriſt in a more intereſt- 
ing point of view, than that in which this 
exhibits him to us. In how faint a light 
does the virtue of patriots and heroes, of 
all the juſt, and good, and great appear, 
when contraſted with the virtue and mag- 
nanimity of Jeſus ! By an election properly 
his own, he ſubmitted to miſery. Though 
ſenſible of all its ſeverity, and able to avoid 
its ſtroke, yet he never ſhrunk from the 
combat, or rejected the bittereſt draught 
that was preſented to him. The Jews went 
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out againſt him with ſwords and ſtaves, as 
againſt a murderer : the apparatus of his 
death, and the circumſtances which at- 
' tended his execution, were diſpiriting and 
| ſhocking; ſuch as would have diſarmed 
mere humanity of its fortitude. The ex- 
tenſion of his body, the piercing of his 
hands and feet, the cruel and unrelenting 
malice of his enemies, doubtleſs produced 
a degree of pain that was excruciating. But 
with what meekneſs, compoſure and re- 
ſignation does he bear it, though we can- 
not doubt but he might have avoided it! 
Could not he have quitted that manſion in 
which his ſpotleſs ſoul was lodged, and 
would not heaven have immediately opened 
to receive its priſtine, immaculate inha- 
bitant? If he required it, would not the 
earth have heard the voice of its former 
Maſter, and ſwallowed up his mercileſs 
tormentors ? The ſage of antient Greece 
would not violate the law of his country, 
nor deſert the priſon where he was con- 
fined : a ſtriking, but unequal repreſenta- 
tion of the magnanimity of our Saviour. 
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He knew that the operation of poiſon would 
ſoon terminate a life that had been devoted 
to the ſervice of his fellow-citizens ; and 
rather than tranſgreſs the laws, under 
whoſe influence he had acted ſuch a diſti n- 
guiſhed part, he ſubmitted to death; and 
with true intrepidity- met his fate, But 
our Saviour, unreſtrained by any law, un- 
ſubjected to any neceſſity, ſuffered a thou- 

ſand pangs, and though deſpiſed and in- 
ſulted by a whole nation, deſerted by his 
own diſciples, deprived of every thing, to 
all human appearance, that can diſarm death 
of its terrors, yet ſtill refuſed to quit the 
prifon in which. his celeſtial ſpirit was 
lodged, *till the whole purpoſes of heaven 
were fulfilled. ** Yes,” ſays a writer whoſe 
faith is not ſtable, but whoſe heart is open 
to the ſentiments of greatneſs, of worth, 
and of humanity, when he conſiders mere- 
ly the external circumſtances which attend- 
ed the death of the Athenian, and of our 
Saviour, if the life and death of Socrates 
« arc thoſe of a ſage, the life and death 
« of Jeſus are thoſe of a God.“ 
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No perſon,“ ſays the antient maxim, 
can be called great or happy before his 
« death.“ It is this which crowns the 
moſt illuſtrious life, and ſets the ſeal upon 
the faireſt character. Eſtimate our Sa- 
viour's character by this rule. To depart 
out of life with proteſtations of injured in- 
nocence, gives no unfavourable impreſ- 

ſion ; but to ſuffer the life and actions to 
ſpeak for themſelves, and to remain un- 
ſhaken under a load of infamy and injuſ- 
tice, as conſcious of ſuperior dignity, af- 
fords ſenſations far more pleaſing and 
powerful. To forgive one's accuſers, to 
pardon the moſt undeſerved ill- treatment, 
is truly great; but to return condeſcen- 
fion for malice, to ſhew the moſt gene- 
rous piety, and to pour forth the moſt fer- 
vent prayers for one's bittereſt foes, is a 
pitch of glory that is tranſcendent. To be 
ſolicitous about one's future ſtate, and to 
ſupport one's mind under unjuſt ſufferings 
with the proſpect of after-felicity, is be- 
coming and manly: but to be ſolely in- 
tent at the hour of death, upon the execu- 

Vo, II. | Q | 
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| 

| tion of a plan undertaken to promote the 

1 welfare and happineſs of others, is truly 

1 divine. That the ſoul upon the immediate 
(WE proſpect of its ſeparation from the body, 
1 ſhould heſitate and flutter, and leave its 

| 28 ancient receptacle with ſome reluctance, is 
i | natural to humanity ; but to diſcover the 
| preciſe moment, when the purpoſes * of 
| heaven are accompliſhed, to make a volun- 

1 tary reſignation of the ſoul to quit the 
1 body by a proper exertion of inherent 
1 power, are actions becoming a Deity. 
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Isaran liii. 3. 


He is deſpiſed and rejected of men, a: man of 
ſorrows, and acquainted- with grief. 


O all know that theſe words are 2 

part of a moſt remarkable and pre- 

ciſe prediction of the character of our Sa- 

viour, whoſe dcath many among you de- 

ſign to commemorate this day, by partaking 

of that ſacrament which he inſtituted for 
that very purpoſe. 


[ need not tell you that you ought to be 
flamed with the higheſt love and grati- 
- tude. to your Maſter, and affected with the 
deepeſt ſorrow for your ſins, on ſo- ſolemn. 
an occaſion. Not to raiſe in you theſe diſ- 
poſitions, for I am perſuaded yau feel them 
already, but to cheriſh, to improve, and to 
exalt them, I ſhall at this time relate ſome. 
O 2 
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of the chief ſufferings our Saviour endured, 
which plainly point him out as a man of 
forrows, and acquainted with grief. And, 
O bleſſed Jeſus, I humbly implore thy aſ- 
ſiſtance to enable me to ſpeak on this affect · 
ing ſubject, with that fervaur which is be- 
coming thy votary, and that divine energy 
which may touch the hearts of thy diſciples. 


, Before we introduce the ſufterings of our 
Saviour, let us juſt take notice of the pri- 
meval, and fallen ſtate of the human race. 


Man came out of the hands of his power- 
ful and beneficent Creator, an innocent and 
upright being, fecling no diſquiets within, 
and expoſed to no tempeſts without, enjoy- 

ing full means of immediately gratifying 
every deſire, and entirely happy in the ſen- 

ſible friendſhip of the univerſal Parent of 
heaven and earth. With the moſt unbound- 
ed ſcope to ſatisfy every want, and liberty 

to range in a paradiſe of delights, there was 
impoſed but one ſingle prohibition, as the 
mark of his dependance, and the teſt of his 
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obedience. This prohibition, however, 
man diſregarded, and defiring to be equal 
to God, fell below. the true dignity of a 
man, loſt the favour of his Maker, his in- 
ward peace and tranquillity, and introduced 
into the world fin, and diſeaſes, and pain, 
and death. The race indeed increaſed ; 


but ignorance, violence, oppreſſion, and 


every kind of iniquity increaſed with them ; 
and the calamities which were at firſt con - 
_ fined to two, extended to millions, and in- 
volved the numberleſs poſterity of the apoſ- 
tate pair. To this deplorable condition, 
conſiſting in the loſs of innocence, the con- 
ſciouſneſs of guilt, the dread of miſery, and 
the train of tormenting thoughts, which 
muſt accompany theſe, was man ſunk, 


A human eye might have pitied his fel- 
low-mortals : but no human hand could 
have helped them.. This taſk was even too 
arduous for any of thoſe exalted orders of 
beings which continually ſurround the 
throne of God, and ſing his praiſes, But 
it was referved for one who was fully able 
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to. execute it: and while: angels ſaw. and 
compaſſionated fallen man, in the aſſembly 


of heaven the Son of God declares his 


merciful intention of ſubjecting himſelf. to 
their ſtate, in order to be the author of their 
ſalvation, His Father approves, and to pre- 
paring the way for his appearance, the mi- 
niſtry of angels, and the ſchemes of man 
are made ſubſervient. 


At length the ee period ſor that 
wonderful event which prophets foretold, 
and for which martyrs bled, arrives. The 
eternal Son of God, the brightneſs of his 
Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his 
perſon, by whom the heavens and the earth 
were made, condeſcended to appear among 
| mankind, He put off the effulgence of 
divine glory, and was cloathed with the 
robe of humanity. Where ſhall I look for 
this divine perſon? Is he born in a palace? 
or does he make his appearance with the 
pomp and ſplendour which the misjudging 

world reckon the companions of greatneſs ? 
_. Behold he comes, the Saviour comes: but 
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it is in a mean and humble condition. He 
left the joys of heaven, the boſom of his Fa- 
ther, that ſeat of ſerene and unmixed hap- 
-pineſs, the veneration of angels, and for 
«thee, O man, he enters into the ſtate of 
wretchedneſs. A ftable is his birth-place, 
and a manger is his cradle. How extraor- 


-dinary was this change? From living with 


cherubs and with ſeraphs, yea, from being 
their ſuperior, he becomes an inhabitant 
.of the ſame manſion, with the beaſts of the 
field. O Jeſus, in this humble condition, 
when tender and innocent upon the knees 
of thy mother, ſhe beheld thee with divine 


complacence, who could diſcern the Son 


-of the Almighty, and the Saviour of the 
world ? None but heaven-direfted minds. 


And they diſcern him. Lo angels acknow- 


Jedge thee, and at thy birth proclaim peace 
on earth, and good-will to men Some of 
the wiſe and worthy confeſs thee as the 
ſalvation of the Lerd, the glory and the 


hing of Hal“. 
| O's 
2 Luke il. 14. d Verſes 30. 32. 
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But this very confeſſion becomes to Jeſus 
a ſource of ſorrow, and draws upon him 
the hatred and reſentment of a powerful 
tyrant, To eſcape the fatal effects of theſe, 
it is neceſſary to convey him into a foreign 
land, and in thoſe tender years which ſel- 
dom raiſe envy, my Redeemer is forced 
into exile, and expoſed to all the hard- 
ſhips that attend it, He is again brought 
into his own country, lives in ſubjection to 
his parents, enduring hard labour, and all 
the inconveniencies of a mean condition, 


But now the ſcene opens. He prepares 
to execute the work for which he appeared 
among men. The world conſiders him as 
nothing elſe than the carpenter's ſon : but 

his forerunner, that powerful preacher of 
righteouſneſs, declares his dignity. Yea, 
the declaration of heaven itſelf is given in 
his favour, That awful voice, which the 

dead ſhall hear and obey, the voice of the 
' Almighty, pronounces him his beloved Son 
in whom he is well pleaſed, Could he have 
been uſhered into the world in a way more 
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ready to conciliate the love and approba- 
tion of mankind, to make the good to re- 
vere him, and the wicked to dread bim? 


Thus one would Judge. But attend to 
the hiſtory. 


The apoſtate angel, the king of darkneſs, 
the patron and head of the wicked, always 
watchful againſt the firſt appearance of any 
thing that is good, and ever deſirous to ſe- 
duce from righteouſneſs, has power allowed 
him to tempt him. He uſes his moſt pre- 
vailing arts. But neither hunger the moſt 
extreme, nor the offer of earthly power 
and ſplendour, could draw him from the di- 
rect path of integrity. Secure on every ſide, 
a ſuit urged with a religious appearance 
could not deceive him. At laſt baffled, as 
when he fell from heaven, he leaves the 
Son of God, and angels receive him. 


Our Saviour now enters upon his public 
miniſtry : and what aſtoniſhing facts are 
we preſented with! Behold and wonder, 


the moſt ſingular predictions of the pro- 
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phets are fulfilled ! The eyes of the blind 
Are opened, and the eirs of the deaf un- 
:ſopped, the lame leap like the hart, the 
dumb fing for joy, and the inhabitant of 
the ſilent tomb is reſtored to life. Surely 
-theſe. wonderful acts of love and kindneſs 
-procured him ſuch approbation, that he 
could want neither the neceſſaries, nor the 
conveniencies of life, Whoſe door would 
not have been open for the reception of ſo 
*honourable a gueſt? Who that had two 
garments would not have beſtowed one 
upon him ? Or who would not have ſhared 
with him the very laſt morſel ? But the caſe 
was far otherwiſe, I am covered with 
ſhame, when I refleCt upon the ingratitude 
and inhumanity of the Jews, and hear my 
Saviour thus ſpeaking of his own condition, 
The foxes have hales, the birds of the air 
have neſts, but the Son of man hath not where 
te lay his head ©. The rains did not ſooner 
deſcend, the winds did not ſooner blow, 
and the tempeſts did not ſooner roar, than 
* v1 he, without aid, without ſhelter, felt all 
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their force. Shrinkeſt thou, O chriſtian, 
at the relation of thoſe hardſhips? Let thy 
tears flow in admiration of that patience 
and fortitude which never ſhrunk from the 
feeling of them. 


But 1 come to tell you of ſorrows which 


pierced thy Redeemer much deeper. Thoſe 
I am to mention, tho' to him unſpe:.kabiy 
great, yet unleſs thy ſou] fee] ſomething of 
that bencvolence which actuated him, will 
not perhaps ſtrike thee much. Yet hear 
and conſider them. I mean then the ſorrows 
aud grief which. Jeſus felt in being deſpiſed, 
7 ezebted, hated by ſuch numbers of his 
countrymen. O the diſtorted eye of ma- 
lice, what will it not ſee? Does our 
Saviour keep company with inner, in 
order to reform them? Then is he called 
their friend. Does he wear no forbidding 
or auſtere; appearance, but partake inno- 
cently and chearfully of the gifts of pro- 
vidence ? Then he is à giutton and a wine- 
tibber 4. Does he perform miraculous 
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cures, in order to beſtow health, in order to 
ſpread happineſs and joy; and does his de- 
fire to be the author of theſe prevent him 
from obſerving rites that were merely 
ceremonial, inſtitutions that were merely 
poſitive, and never deſigned to preclude ſuch 
beneficent works? Then is he a diſreſpec- 
ter of their laws, a contemner of their law- 
giver, Yea, do the devils obey his word, 
and leave thoſe who were poſſeſſed by them? 
He effects this by a combination with their 
prince; and works of piety, juſtice, and 
charity, are the foundation on which the 
kingdom of Satan is reared *, Do you ſay, 
were undeſerved hatred and reproaches, 
which many men have borne bravely, ſo 
difficult to be ſupported by Jeſus, when he 
had the inward teſtimony that there was no 
guile in him, and when unſpotted innocence 
and integrity were his robe, and his dia- 
dem? Miſtake me not. The pain and 
ſorrow which Jeſus felt, did not proceed 
from the reproaches which were thrown 
upon him: but from this cauſe they pro- 
ceeded, from knowing the diſpoſitions 


e Matth. ix. 34. 
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which prevailed in thoſe who reproached 
him. How are we ſhocked, 'and what pain 
do we feel when we fee our fellow-creature 
in the laſt ſtage of a loathſome diſtemper ? 
But could mental diſeaſes, the diſeaſes of 
malice, of hatred, of envy, of obſtinacy be 
exhibited to our ſenſes, how much greater 
anguiſh would -a generous mind feel for 
the miſerab:e ſufferer? By looking for- 
ward, and conſidering the end, how would 
the anguiſh be increaſed ? Now to the pe- 
netrating eye of Jeſus, thoſe diſeaſes ap- 
peared in their blackeſt deformity: and the 
unhappy wretches who were infeſted with 
them he beheld ignorant and blind, ready 
to fall into that miſerable ſtate, where is 
weeping and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth, 
where their worm -dieth not, and their fire 
Hall not be quenched, Ye benevolent minds, 
figure to yourſelves what the benevolent 
mind of Jeſus endured, when to the in- 
habitants of Chorazin, Bethſaida, proud 
Capernaum, and Jerufalem itſelf, he, ſore- 
ſeeing the final day of retribution, pronoun- 
ced woes, the very thought of which muſt 
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chill the warmeſt blood, and to avoid whick: 
they will but in-vain call upon the moun- 
tains and hills to. cover them for ever. Be- 
hold him then deſpiſed and rejected of men, 
and overwhelmed with grief, not on bis 
ewn account, but on account of the very 
ſinners who deſpiſ:d him. © lem, 
Jeruſalem, het cen wiuld T have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
wet / 


But the meaſure of his ſorrows is not 
yet full. And before I could relate all 
that even man can declare, the ſhades of 
night would cover the earth; for from the 
cradle to the grave, his life was one un- 
interrupted ſcene of the deepeſt affliction. 
Let us only then, in order to raiſe the 
higheſt emotions of love and gratitude,, 
view him in the laſt period. of it. 


Attended by his favourite diſciple and 
Peter and James, he withdraws into the 
garden. In this ſolitude, removed from his 


SERMON XVIN. 207 


enemies, can ſo innocent a mind ſuffer 
diſtreſs? But what an aſtoniſhing ſpec- 
tacle! He is in an agony, He ſweats 
drops of blood: and his own words, who- 
never uttered a complaint but when the 
eauſe was ,inſupportable, are, My foul is 
exceeding ſorrowful, even unto death . He 
aſks the aid of his friends, and entreats- 
them to watch with him till that hour of 
extremity ſhould be over: but the wake- 
ful eye of friendſhip is ſoon ſeated at this. 
time; and alone, unſupported and unpiti- 
ed, he endures the dreadful anguiſh, The: 
united force of the powers of darkneſs, 
combined with the malice of all man- 
kind,. could not have filled him w th. ſuch. 
anguiſh. It is an inviſible, but an infi- 
nitely powerful hand that afflicts him. 
The cup of his Father's wrath is now 
preſented to him, and that vengeance 
which would have cruſhed a guilty world, 
is now directed againſt this innocent and 
holy one. For the iniquities of. man, 
from the eating of that fruit which intro- 
duced all our woe, till the conſummation af 


Matth. xxvi. 38. | 
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the world, the puniſhment was now in- 


flicting upon him. I adore, O adore with 


me, that infinite love of Jeſus, that entire 


ſubmiſſion to the divine will which makes 


him ſay, Tho' the potion be bitter, yet 
for man I can drink it ; not my will, O Fa- 
ther, but thine be done. Vet, all ye ſons 
of calamity, ye children of afflition, J ap- 
peal to you, if ever ye felt, or if there ever 
was ſorrow, like unto that forrow where- 
with the Lord in his fierce — afflicted 
the aride of the world. | 


This ſcene is not over when his un- 
grateful diſciple comes to betray him. Thy 
Maſter, Judas, thy loving Maſter, thou be- 
trayeſt with a kiſs, This token of love 
that traitor makes the ſignal for ſeizing 
upon his Lord. Unhappicſt of mortals ! 
In thy hearing the pureſt, the moſt ſub- 
lime and elevated doctrines were taught, 
the moſt. pathetic exhortations delivered, 
and the wiſdom of divinity itſelf diſplayed: 
but all without effect upon a heart which 
was harder than the rock. Yet know, that 
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vengeance purſues iniquity. And deliver 
us, O juſt heaven, from ever feeling any 
degree of that remorſe which haſtened the 
exit of this wretched man, The ſpotleſs 
Son of God now a lawleſs, armed mul- 
titude drag away, and pour on him all 
manner of indignities. How meekly is 
he led along, though legions of angels 
would have appeared at his word to reſ— 
cue him? How tamely does he bear the 
reproaches which malice invents, and ſpite 
utters? Harmleſs and innocent, like a 
lamb to the ſlaughter, is he led, and his 
mouth is not opened againſt his moſt in- 
veterate foes. The Shepherd is now ſmitten, 
and the ſheep are ſcattered®, His diſciples, 
whom he had treated as his moſt familiar 
friends, who had been the companions of 
many of his former woes, now deſert him. 
In his ſufferings he did not behold the 
alleviating tear of ſympathy ſhed upon his 
account, One diſciple indeed, more zval- 


ous than the reſt, who had greatly reſolved 
VOI. Il. P 
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rather to die with his Mafter, than forſake 
or deny him, mingles among the croud. 
But how weak is human refolution ! In 
the very preſence of his Lord, thrice he 
denies him with oaths. Yet ſtruck by 
his eye, which looks on me, on all, he re- 
pents, weeps bitterly ; and He, who never 
knew what it was to refuſe * for- 
gives him. 


In the mean time, to all the inſults of 
2 tumultuous rabble, to the derifion of the 
very loweſt of the people is Jeſus expoſed. 
They mock him: they ſmite him: they 
ſtrike him on the face. His viſag was 
more marred than any man, and his form 
more than the ſons of men", How was 
the prieſthood degraded on that day, when 
Caiaphas joined with the people in ſuch 
unjuſt, ſuch barbarous treatment of the 
Lord of glory ? 


He is now hurricd before Pilate's tri- 
bunal. Pitate ſees no fault in him; but 


* Ifaiah Iii. 14. 


SERMON xyvm. +4 


his enemies cry, Cracify bim. Let never 
a judge deliver an innocent perſon to ap- 
peaſe a multitude, or to preſerve his own 
power, Let the laws ever be, as they 
ought to be, the guardians and avengers 
of the righteous cauſe; and let their pu- 
-niſhment never fall but on the guilty head. 
How different was the caſe at this time? 
That integrity and impartiality, which 
- ought to be dearer to a judge than his life, 
is laid aſide by Pilate, But his conſcience 
ſmites him: he calls for water. Alas 
Pilate ! water could not cleanſe from the 
Rain which this heinous crime infixed. The 
multitude, whoſe rage had puſhed them 
not only to devote themſelves, but as far as 
they could, their children to deſtruction, 


having now the ſanction of the high-prieſt, 


and the licence of the governor, drag my 
Saviour, and my King, to execution, 


Thoſe hands which had wrought fo 
many miraculous cures, are bound like 
the hands of a common malefator. The 

P 2 
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| head which deſerved. to wear a crown of 
glory, and which now wears it, as a mark 
of their contempt, they crown with thorns. 
Happy woman ! thou, who pouredſt a box 
of precious ointment on this ſacred head, 
ſhalt ever be mentioned with honour, and 
this ſhall ever be recorded as a memorial 
of thy name; while the crucifiers of the 
Lord of life ſhall be conſidered from ge- 
neration to generation, as objects of the 
higheſt abhorrence. They renew their 
former inſults. Having clothed him with 
the mock enſigns of royalty, they bend 
the knee before him, ſaying, Hail King of 
the Fetus. They ſpit upon him, and take 
the reed which they had put in his hand, 
and ſmite him on the head. Then he gowe 
his back to the ſmiters, and his cheek to them 
that pulled off the hair ; he did not hide his 


face from ſhame and ſpitting '. 


At laſt with relentleſs hearts they bring 
him to Calvary. But who is able to re- 
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late what paſſed at Calvary? A croſs is 
erected, a puniſhment for the moſt atroci- 
ous criminals, and criminals of the loweſt 
rank, remarkable too for the exquiſite pain 
it inflicted, and for its long continuance. 
Here they fix the innocent Jeſus between 
two men who were to receive the due re- 
ward of - their deeds. Now his lovers and 
his friends fland aloof, his kinſmen fland 
afar off =, and there is none near to help. 
"Is not the hatred of his enemies now ſa- 
tiated? Suſpended between heaven and 
earth, ready to die, and yet patient under 
the calamity, is he yet an object of deri- 
ſion ? When the golden bowl is breaking, 
and the ſilver cord is looſing, is this a ſea- 
ſon for inſult ? Cruelty, be thou ever my 
abhorrence, and with thy ſons let my foul 


never partake ! In this very extremity they 


mock and revile him. O all ye that paſs 

by ! here humanity calls for your pity. 

Here ye may ſhed the generous tear; and 

the world will applaud it. But paſlengers 
3 | 
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join with his crucifiers and deride him. 
He is thirſty, and the ſoldiers preſent him 
with vinegar. His ſide they pierce with 
a ſpear : the very parting of ſoul and body 


they endeavour to render more inſupport- 


able than it generally is. Yet what a be- 
nign and merciful look was that, and what 


an earneſt petition to his Father? Surely 
aà prayer for his deliverance. No. O ini- 


mitable love! O divine charity! It is a 


prayer for his crucifiers. And now his 


| ſoul is fo overcaſt; his proſpect of the end 


of impenitent ſinners ſo ſtriking, his con- 
eern for them ſo great, his love of man- 
kind ſo infinite, and his Father's wrath 
fo totally overwhelming, that it is impoſſi- 
dle to expreſs: his condition. Can the Fa- 
ther of goodneſs withdraw his aid from his 
own immaculate Son ? Can mercy ſhut its 
ear againſt the cry of innocence ? To pro- 
claim to the world his abhorrence of man's 
tranſgreflions, he can; and the words of 


Jeſus are, My God, my God, why haſt ibu 
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Forſakin me This total deſertion he could 
not ſupport; and now one dying prayer, 
and one laſt groan, and the fountain of life 
fails, and the Son of God expires, That 
expiring groan, hear it, O ye heavens ! 
and be aſtoniſhed, O earth ! Lo all nature 
hears it, and bears teſtimony to thy digni- 
ty. The ſun withdraws his light, terrified 
at what unrelenting man performed. The 
_ vail of the temple is rent, the earth quakes, 
the rocks are rent. His-very enemies now 
declare him innocent. Behold your Sa- 
viour now with his head dependent, his 
eyes cloſed in darkneſs, and his body ſtiff 
and cold. Could you ſee your enemy, O 
chriſtian, endure fuch affliction as this 
man of ſorrows endured, and not weep 
for him? But conſider that he was your 
firmeſt friend, your moſt bountiful bene- 
factor, ever true to your intereſts, ever 
anxious for your ſalvation, and that in 
order to promote it even death was wel- 
come to him. O that my head were waters, 
; P4 
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join with his crucifiers and deride him. 
He is thirſty, and the ſoldiers preſent him 
with vinegar. His fide they pierce with 
a ſpear : the very parting of ſoul and body 


they endeavour to render more inſupport- 


able than it generally is. Yet what a be- 
nign and merciful look was that, and what 

an earneſt petition to his Father? Surely 
a prayer for his deliverance. No. O ini- 
mitable love! O divine charity! It is a 
prayer for his crucifiers. . And now his 


- ſoul is fo overcaſt; his proſpect of the end 


of ' impenitent finners ſo ſtriking, his con- 
cern for them ſo great, his love of man- 
kind ſo infinite, and his Father's wrath 
fo totally overwhelming, that it is impoſſi- 
ble to expreſs: his condition. Can the Fa- 
ther of goodneſs withdraw his aid from his 
own immaculate Son ? Can mercy ſhut its 
ear againſt the cry of innocence ? To pro- 
claim to the world his abhorrence of man's 
tranſgreflions, he can; and the words of 


Jeſus are, My God, my God, why hat thau 
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Forſaken me This total deſertion he could 
not ſupport z and now one dying prayer, 
and one laſt groan, and the fountain of life 
fails, and the Son of God expires, That 
expiring groan, hear it, O ye heavens { 
and be aſtoniſhed, O earth ! Lo all nature 
hears it, and bears teſtimony to thy digni- 
ty. The ſun withdraws his light, terrified 
at what unrelenting man performed. The 

_ vail of the temple is rent, the earth quakes, 
the rocks are rent. His very enemies now 
declare him innocent. Behold your. Sa- 
viour now with his head dependent, his 
eyes cloſed in darkneſs, and his body ſtiff 
and cold. Could you ſee your enemy, O 
chriſtian, endure ſuch affliction as this 
man of ſorrows endured, and not weep 
for him? But conſider that he was your 
firmeſt friend, your moſt bountiful bene- 
factor, ever true to your intereſts, ever 
anxious for your ſalvation, and that in 
order to promote it even death was wel- 
come to him. O that my head were water's, 
P 4 
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and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might 
weep day and night ! Here admiration, gra- 
titude, love and ſympathy prompt our tears. 
| Here the dauntleſs hero ſhould weep and 
not be aſhamed. This day Jeſus looks 
from heaven, and ſees how we are affect- 
ed. He approves of our ſorrow : but kind 
and beneficent as ever, he would alleviate 
our grief on his account, and deſires us to 
turn it into a mean of our improvement. 
He ſeems to ſay, Why mourn ye for the 
living as if he were dead? Behold I am 
alive, and live for evermore. But as he 
"addreſſed the daughters of - Jeruſalem of 
| old, he adds, Jeep not for me, chriſtians, 
| but weep for yourſelves, for I was wounded 
| for your tranſgreſſions, I was bruiſed for your 
iniguities. 


O my brethren, conſider then all your 
ſins as the cauſe of your Saviour's ſuffer- 
ings. He was the propitiation for the 
ſons of many. He gave his life a ranſom 
for ſinners. Eſteem him not ſtricken and 


ſmitten of God for his own ſake, but be- 
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exuſe he bore the griefs which we ſhould 
have felt, and carried the forrows which 
we deſerved, Conſider the fins by which 
we deſerved them, repent of them, and 
forſake them, that you may have redemption 
through the bload of Cbriſt, even the forgive- 
neſs of your fins. 
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1 ee e xi. 26. 


tir as often as you eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do ſhew forth the Lord's death 


till he come. 


T was the intention of the apoſtle in this 
chapter to point out to the Corinthians 
ſome of thoſe abuſes. which they had in- 
troduced into the worſhip of God, and 
to bring them back to a purer and more 
perfect plan. Their manner of celebrat- 
ing the Lord's ſupper, had been remark- 
ably” indecent.” When they met together 
for this purpoſe, inſtead of behaving fo 
that this inſtitution might promote their 
piety, and confirm their integrity, they 
had ſhamefully converted it into a mean 
of foſtering ſenſuality, riot, and even in- 
humanity. The apoſtle openly charges 
them with their vices, and boldly condemns 
them on account of them. His zeal how- 
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ö ever is the zeal of an honeſt man, ſenſible 
of. the faults, but anxious for the teforma- 
tion of thoſe to whom he wrote, 

With a view to their. reformation, he 
gives them a fimple, yet full and perſpicu- 
ous account of the Lord's ſupper z which, 

he declares, ſprung not from the tradition 
of men, or from the ſuggeſtions of his own 

reaſon. or imagination, but from the im- 

mediate revelation of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 

For I have received of the Lord, that which 

alſo I deliver tento. you, that the Lord Jeſus, 

the ſame night in which he was betrayed, took - 
bread: and when he had given thanks, ha 
brake it and ſaid, Take, eat; this is my body 
which is broken for you : this do in remem- ' 
brance of me. After the ſame manner alſa 
be tool the cup, when he had ſupped, ſaying, 

This cup is the new teſtament in my blood : 

this de ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remem - 

brance of me. After this account, of the 
inſtitution of the Lord's ſupper, the apoſtle 
endeavours to turn the attention of the Co- 


Ver. 23, 24, 25. 
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rinthians to its principal end, and thus to 
inſinuate an argument for the decent and 
\ | orderly obſervance of it: For as oft as ye 
f eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
| eto forth the Lord's death till he come. | 


Re. 4 Mt Se, AM... Att dt 1 
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This and the ſimilar paſſages of the new 
teſtament clearly point out the intention 
and object of this inſtitution, and give us 
a diſtinct and full view of them. Can any 
thing be more plain than it is from ſerip- 
ture, that the bread and wine, which 
are made uſe of in the Lord's ſupper, are 
intended to be memorials of the body of 
Chriſt which was broken, and of his blood 
which was ſhed upon the croſs; and that 
the eating of this bread, and the drinking 
f this wine, were enjoined his followers 
ſolemn acts to be performed in remem- 
brance of his death ? Almoſt every chriſtian 
underſtands this. And yet, making allow- 
ance for the manner of ſpeaking common 
at that period, and ſuppoſing nothing in- 
tended contradictory to our reaſon, and our 
ſenſes, the words of Chriſt appear to me to 
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be as intelligible and perſpicuous as the 
paraphraſe now given. But tho' the deſign 
of the in ſtitution may be eaſily underſtood, 
being delivered with that plainneſs for 
which the goſpel in general is remarkable ; 
yet certainly it is not for that, reaſon to be 
regarded with the leſs reverence, or obſerv- 
ed with the leſs ſolemnity. All religious 
and well-diſpoſed chriſtians, nay many of 
very indifferent characters, have common- 
ly conſidered it as an inſtitution extremely 
ſacred, the negle& or contempt of which 
betrayed a very corrupt heart, —_ a very 
impious temper, 


J propoſe, in diſcourſing upon the words 
now read, to inquire what thoſe cauſes 
are, which have engaged men to view it 
in this light, to regard it with this pecu- 
liar reverence. Before I enter upon this in- 
quiry, let me premiſe an obſervation or two. 


iſt, When 1 ſpeak of the cauſes which 
engage men to conſider the Lord's ſupper 
as an ordinance peculiarly ſacred and ſo- 
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caſes which, though they may have at 
'8 particular periods, and with particular 
. perſons, or even with large bodies of men, 
| greatly contributed 'to this, yet are not 
founded in the reaſon of things, or the na- 
f ture of the inſtitution. I am very ſenſible 
| that for many ages of the church, the myſ- 
tery which the prieſts affected, and the ig- 
norance in which the people were involved, 
together with many abſurd doctrines re- 
ſpeQing this inſtitution, occaſioned much 
of that veneration which was paid to the 
Lord's ſupper. With many men, there is 
nothing which more promotes admiration, 
than a ſtrong faith, and little knowledge. 
Curioſity excited, but not gratified, proves 
the ſureſt foundation on which ſuperſtition, 
enthuſiaſm and error can be built. I wiſh 
that even in our days the veil, which is 
ſometimes induſtriouſſy, ſometimes unde- 
ſignedly, and ſometimes ignorantly thrown 
over the ordinances of religion, be not 
often the principal cauſe of our reverence 


for them. But the cauſe of God and virtue 
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have ſo many real ſupports, that they need 9 
no falſe ones. Every fraud is deteſtable : 1 
but a pious fraud (the very appellation is 
an affront to heaven) is the worſt of all 
frauds. I propoſe therefore to confider only 
thoſe cauſes of reverence for this ſacred 
ordinance which I regard as juſt and well- 15 
founded, and which I believe chiefly to 
have prevailed in the firſt and pureſt ages 
of the church, and to prevail ſtill with wiſe | 
and ſober chriſtians, 


1 


zdly, In mentioning the peculiar reve- 
rence with which the inſtitution of the 
Lord's ſupper is to be regarded, I do not 
mean to inſinuate a compariſon between 
that degree of reverence which is due to 
this ordinance of religion, and that which 
is due to other ordinances of God's appoint- 
ment. Compariſons of this kind are gene- „ 
rally improper; ſometimes impious. But ö 
there may be ſome duties of religion, a 
failure in which does not diſcover ſo great 
corruption of heart, nor is accompanied 4 
with ſo bitter remorſe as a failure in others: 


CY 


— — — — 
— — — 3 — 
. f =". 
— — — — al _ CE eta — . — * 


S ERMON XIX. 


and there may be ſome duties of ſuch a 
complicated nature, as to touch many of 
the feelings, and work on many of the af- 
fections of the heart at once; ſo that an 
irreverent behaviour in the performance of 
them may ſhock us more, and indicate a 
more abandoned character, and a more cor- 
rupted heart than the ſame behaviour in the 
performance of other duties; tho*. in theſe 
alſo it would be highly impious. For in- 
ſtance, in reading the word of God, if we 
willingly permit the cares, anxieties, and 
temptations of the world to intrude upon us, 
we are certainly guilty of a ſin: but if we 
indulge the ſame wandering and worldly 
diſpoſition in our immediate addreſſes to 
God, we are guilty of a greater ſin. A- 
gain, every addreſs to God demands the 
moſt ſerious and recollected temper. For 


a weak creature to ſtand in the preſence of 
the all- perfect God, to raiſe his ſoul to the 


contemplation of his wonderful nature, 
and at the ſame time to think of him as his 
father and his friend, ought at once to ele- 
vate and compoſe, to ſooth, and to expand 


4 


e Ba a. nee R Fo. a 


SERMON -XIX. 225 


the ſoul : and inſenſibility, at the very time 
we ſeem to be employed in devotion, is 
furely highly criminal. Yet inſenſibility 
or irreverence in the participation of the 
Lord's ſupper is more highly criminal. 


For this participation not only implies 


prayer, and that too animated by the moſt 
affecting conſiderations, but . atſo recalls 
to our mind a character. and an event, 
which have the ſtrongeſt tendency to work 
upon all the nobleſt, and the moſt gene- 
rous principles of our nature. In this 
ſituation, irreverence diſcovers a ſoul not 
only loſt to piety, but almoſt deprived of 


the common feelings of humanity. 


Having premiſed theſe obſervations, I 
proceed to take notice of the cauſes which 
ſhould engage chriſtians to conſider the 
Lord's ſupper as an ordinance extremely 
ſacred, and to regard it with peculiar re- 


verence. 


In the firſt place: I would obſerve that 
it is a poſitive inſtitution of chriſtianity, 
Vor. II. Q 
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appointed in very peculiar. and affecting 
We men 


The _n tive infliturions of the goſpel 
have frequently been conſidered merely as 
means to an end, not eſſentially neceſſary, 
but fit and proper to be obſerved, Perhaps 
this ſentiment, under proper limitations, 
may be free from error, But I do not ſee- 
that the obſervation is very important, I 
can conceive a ſtate, in which the perform- 
ance of the poſitive duties of chriſtianity. 
would not be binding, becauſe in that ſtate 
it might be impoſſible to perform them. I 
can. alſo conceive a. ſtate in which ſeveral 
moral duties may be lawfully omitted, 
nay muſt unavoidably be omitted, be- 
cauſe there would be no ſcope for the prac- 
tice of them. But I can conceive no ſtate 
in which a chriſtian can with a good con- 
ſcience omit either a moral, or a poſitive- 
duty, if he has a proper opportunity for per- 
forming it. Men may differ concerning 
the times and ſeaſons proper for the obſer- 
vance of poſitive inſtitutions, or they may 
. 


4 
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Affer in their opinion concerning the fre- 
quency of their repetition; but they may 
differ alſo concerning the extent and obli- 
gation of moral duties. We know that 
theſe depend in ſome meaſure upon parti- 
cular characters, circumſtances and oppor- 
tunities. | 


Thus much appeared neceſſary for re- 
moving a prejudice againſt the reverence 
due to a poſitive inſtitution of religion, 
which an incautious manner of expreſſion 
may have ſometimes occaſioned. Let us 
now conſider the particular circumſtances 
and ſolemnity with which the inſtitution 
preſently under conſideration was appoint- 
4. 


Our Saviour had gone with his diſciples 
to celebrate the high feſtival of the Jews. 
He had given ſtrong intimations of his im 


mediate departure from his friends and fol-. 

lowers, He had' plainly told them, that he 

would not again partake in a feaſt which. 

they probably thought was to continue thrg? 
. . 2 
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all generations. He had particularly inform- 
ed them that, by the treachery of one of 

thoſe few whom he had ſelected from the 
world, he was to be delivered into the hands 
of ſinners. This threw a general damp 
.upon the company, and each anxious and 
ſorrowful for himſelf, ſaid, 1s it J? His 
reply confirmed all their fears. It could 
not remove their concern for the loſs of 
their maſter, their friend and their benefac- 
tor; nor was it ſo preciſe, as to remove 
from any of them all a ſuſpicion that his 
own fidelity was called in queſtion : It i: 
one of the twelve that dippeth with me in the 
diſh*. It is added, The Son of man indeed 
goeth, as it is written of him, but wa to that 
man by whom the Son of man is betrayed { 
good were it for that man if he had never 


been born . It was at this time, when the 


diſciples could not fail to be in a ſtate of 
the utmoſt anxiety, agitation and deſpon- 


| dency, that our Saviour took the bread, and 


having given thanks, brake it, and gave it 
to- them, and ſaid, This is my body* ; and 
C Mark xiv. 20, ver. 21. © ver. 22. 


\ 
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afterwards took the cup, and gave it to them 
with theſe remarkable words, This is my 
 Glood of the new teſtament, which is ſhed for 
many. I aſk any man, if this was not a 
ſcene which muſt leave the deepeſt impreſ- 
ſion on the minds of the diſciples? Could 
they have been men, eſpecially conſidering 
what followed, if they had ever forgot it? 
Can any thing, which' tended to raiſe 
a greater variety of emotions and affections, 
be deſcribed or conceived? Could there 
ever be a ſolemn meeting in which the 
apoſtles and firſt chriſtians were together, 
where the converſation would not turn upon 
this ſubject, and where every apoſtle would 
not expatiate upon the words, the looks, 
the manner of his maſter; upon the anxiety, 
uncertainty and terror which poſſeſſed his 
own mind, and upon the .emotions which 
his companions diſcovered ?_ 


If chis very nd Aten were painted 
upon canvas by a ſkilful hand, and preſent- 
ed to a man of ſenſibility who had refuſed 


Q 3 
* Verſe 23, 24 
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his belief to the evidence of religion, yet 
he would for a moment become a chriſtian, 
as it were by contagion; and ſympathy 
would be the predominant emotion of. his 
heart. But how dead is all deſcription, - 
compared to nature and living objects ! if 
Judas was preſent, ſurely his heart re- 
lented for a little: had not the very ſpirit 
of ſatan dwelt in him, it had relented for 


Ever. 


When we attend to theſe circumſtances, 
we muſt be ſenſible that in the primitive 
days of chriſtianity, this inſtitution could 
not but excite the utmoſt reſpe& and reve- 


rence in chriſtians ; and that the being en- 


gaged in it could not but call up every 
pious, every affectionate feeling in the 
higheſt degree of fervour. I allow that it 


cannot be expected to operate ſo ſtrongly 


upon us: but is it poſſible for any believer, 
who 1s not deſtitute of. ſenſibility, ſeriouſly 
to read the deſcription, which Mark or the 


ether evangeliſts give us of this ſcene, and 


not fee] the powers of his ſoul rouſed, its 
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worldly. deſires rebuked, and its religious 
affections a The circumſtances 
therefore, and the ſolemnity of the original 
inſtitution render the Lord's ſupper highly 
worthy of our .reyerence, and ſhow the 
want of this temper in obſerving it, to be 
extremely culpable and criminal. 


2dly, Another reaſon which may proper- 
ly engage men to conſider this inſtitution 
in the moſt ſolemn light, and poſſeſs them 
with the highe't reverence when they are 
employed in it, may be diſcerned by at- 
tending to its nature and deſign, 


This-reaſon had probably more influence 
afterwards, than at the firſt appointment: 
For at that time it-is-likely that the apoſtles 
were ſar from entertaining clear and di- 
ſtinct conceptions on this ſubject. We 
know ſufficiently, that the Lord's ſupper 
was intended for a commemoration of the 
death of our Saviour, and that this great 
event is the object which it ſenſibly repre- 
ſents to us, Now there is ſomething, in 


24 


"conciliation to Ged, and our title to eter- 
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the very idea of death whic tends to make 
men ' ſerious and thoughtful. The recol- 
lection of the laſt end of mortals, even 
when we do not view it with a particular 
reſpect to ourſelves, throws the ſoul into a 
ſolemn ſtillneſs, which is friendly to every 
pious and religious meditation. But it is 
not merely the view of death. in general 
that this ordinance ſuggeſts : it recalls to 

our thoughts the death of a particular 
perſon who ſtands in a particular relation 
to us, and who by his death procures in- 
eſtimable bleſſings for us; a death which 


is deſcribed with all thoſe circumſtances 


that can lay hold of the mind, and excite 


_ either admiration, or gratitude, or ſympathy. 


To conſider this ſubje& in its full ex- 
tent would be more than ſufficient for a 
whole diſcourſe. Let us therefore view 


the death of Chriſt as briefly as we can 


in theſe two lights; as the death of a great 
man, and as a mean of purchaſing our re- 


nal life. The firſt is a general view, into 
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which even a heathen might enter, and ex- 
preſs his admiration on account of it. The 


ſecond is particularly intereſting to chriſ- 


tians. 


ls it then poſfible to contemplate the 
blameleſs life, and the heroic death of Jeſus, 
and not feel the workings of admiration 
and love? If I met an ignorant and un- 
taught Indian, and could inform him in 
his own language that at a certain period 
there lived a moſt extraordinary perſon, 
who, before he was thirty-three years of 
age, had done more good, and ſuffered more 
evil than any man ever did in the longeſt 
life; that his whole employment was to 
promote happineſs, and prevent miſery ; 
that no human creature ever applied for his 
aid in vain; that he had the wonderful 
power of healing all diſeaſes, of making 
men wiſe, gentle, kind, merciful ; that in 
purſuing theſe ends, he refuſed neither 
cold, nor hunger, nor watching, nor po- 
verty, nor reproach ; that notwithſtanding 
all his beneficent actions, his cruel and 
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wicked countrymen, after making him ſuf- 
fer every hardſhip, led him to a ſhameful 
execution; that being perſuaded he could 


live no longer for the good of mankind, he 
chearfully died to give them a proof of his 


_ *hrmneſs and conſtancy, and reſignation. to 


:the will of the great God; that he ſhewed 
neither fear of death, nor reſentment. againſt 
chis murderers; that on the contrary, he 


 2expreſled the tendereſt ſolicitude for their 


thappineſs, and prayed for them with his 
dying breath; and. that he expired after 
having exhibited a perfect pattern of pati- 


 -ence, meekneſs, forbearance, generoſity, 


Fortitude, of every thing great and good; 
would not nature work in the honeſt ſa- 
wage, and would not his countenance de- 
clare the feelings of ſorrow, love and ad- 


-miration ? Shall a ſavage then feel, and a 
chriſtian be tiardened? 


But this view of the death of Chriſt, in- 

-tereſting as it is, is ſtill very imperfect. 
When, as -chriſtians, we reflect that for 
-our ſakes be way d man of farrows, and ac- 
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guainted: with grief *: When we attend to 
the nature of the bleſſings which he pur- 
chaſed, the favour of God, the means of 
Lanctifying our natures, our acceſs to glory 
and immortality; muſt not all the beſt 
and moſt devout feelings of the ſoul be 
fraiſed to the higheſt pitch of fervour ! If 
we attend to the unſpeakable dignity of his 
character, to his condeſcenſion in becom- 
ing man, to the amazing fortitude of his 
death, muſt not the higheſt admiration 
riſe ? If we view our fins as the cauſes of 
his ſufferings, what can we feel but humi- 
lity, compunction and penitence ? If we 
turn our obſervation to the ſeverity of his 
pains, the anguiſh of his ſoul, and the 
torments of his body, muſt not ſympathy 
melt the heart and fill the eye ? If we ſur- 
vey all the bleſſings of bis purchaſe, muſt 
not gratitude to ſo generous a benefactor, 
and fo divine a friend, exert its influence? 
But theſe, my brethren, are, all ſubjects 
immediately connected with the death of 
Chriſt, which we commemorate in the ſa- 


f Iſaiah liti. 3. 
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crament of his ſupper. To render our 
obſervance of this inſtitution acceptable, it 
is neceſſary indeed, that every one of theſe 
conſiderations ſhould actually occur to the 
mind, But when an ordinance has a ten- 
dency to operate upon ſo many of the moſt 
virtuous principles of our nature, does not 
this ſhew that it ought to be regarded with 
the greateſt reverence and veneration ? 


34ly, The ſolemnity of this ordinance, 
and the reverence due to it, will further 
appear, if we conſider that the obſervance 
of it implies the exertion of many affec- 
tions, which are all in their own nature of 
high importance and excellence. If each 
of theſe be ſacred, ſurely that which implies 
them all muſt be particularly fo. 


Now though the principal end of this 
| Inſtitution be extremely ſimple, namely 
a commemoration of the death of Chriſt, 
yet it involves ſeveral other views. This 
may be collected from what was ſaid on 


the laſt head. If a ſenſe of the primary 
| 7 
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intention of this ordinance has a tendency 
to excite ſo various feelings as have been 
pointed out, it is | impoſſible but theſe 
muſt produce their natural and ordinary 
effects. Let the communicant's view be 
turned to the ſufferings of Chriſt, and to 
the conſideration of fin as the cauſe of 
them; ſurely this is extremely natural. 
But can theſe be the objects of attention 
to a ſincere and honeſt mind, without in- 
troducing a reſolution againſt ſin, ora 
prayer for its forgiveneſs ? Holy reſolu- 
tions then, and fervent prayer, have both 
their ſhare in the devaut obſervance of 
this inſtitution. Yea, the latter, from the 
practice of all ages, and the example of 
our Saviour, is eſſentially neceſſary before 
the ordinance can be celebrated: 


I know it may be diſputed, whether the 
examination of our conduct, and reſolu- 
tions againſt all ſin, be abſolutely requi- 
lite for a proper participation in this ſacra- 
ment, I doubt not but circumſtances might 
Le ſuppoſed, in which a good man would 
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think himſelf obliged to commemorate the 
| death of his Redeemer, without having time 
| for a previous examination of his conduct, 
4 oͤr in which, during the time of his parti- 
| | ' cipation, his mind might be ſo totally occu- 
| 
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pied with love or gratitude, that he might 
form no direct reſolutions againft ſin. But 
this is nothing to thoſe who would be moſt 
anxious to have it determined that ſuch 
exerciſes are not neceſſary. But put the 
. caſe, that at the time of participation, a 
man's conſcience condemns him for his 
fins, and impells him to reſolve againſt 
| them, which yet the corruption of his 
" | heart, and his attachment to vice, engage 
| 
| 
| 


him to neglect. In this ſituation, could 
he approve of his conduct? would not his 
beart condemn him; and if his heart con- 
demn him, will God juſtify him? At the 


* 


4 tribunal of divine juſtice, would one chooſe 
| J 1 
BY to truſt to the refinements of an acute 


= underſtanding, or to the ſimplicity of an 
= | upright heart? Thus reſolutions againſt 
14 fn may often become an indiſpenſable 
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part of our duty, during the participation 
of the Lord's ſupper. 


In like manner, if the inimitable love 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and the ineſtimable bleſ- 
ſings of his purchaſe, are the objects of our 
reflection while we are employed in this 
duty; does not the gratitude which theſe 
excite, naturally engage us to vow perpe- 
tual attachment to him, and ſtedfaſtneſs 
in his ſervice? If the outward meanneſs, 
the poverty, and low condition of Jeſus. 
Chriſt, induce us to reflect upon the inſig- 
nificancy. and ſmall importance of the 
things of this world; and if at the ſame 
time conſcience bring to our remem 
brance an inftance in which they have» 


had influence enough to make us forſake- 


the road of integrity, and abandon our-. 
ſelves to ſin; does not. this lay us under. 
an obligation to enter into a reſolution: 


3 repentance, and to begin immediately 


to carry it into execution? 


9 
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Thus prayer, pious and virtuous reſo- 
lutions, vows of attachment, obedience 
and repentance, if not eſſentially neceſſary 
to the participation of the Lord's ſupper, 
yet may become indiſpenſable parts of our 
duty during this ation, What there- 
fore implies ſuch ſerious and ſolemn du- 
ties muſt be an * of the greateſt re- 
verence. 


Athly, My brethren, this inſtitution, 
which is deſigned to commemorate the 
death of Chriſt, is alſo intended to. carry 
our thoughts forward to his ſecond com- 
ing. The New Teſtament connects it 
with this event; it is particularly con- 
nected with it in the words of my text; 
For as oft, as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do fhew farth the Lord's death 
till be come. If there is any event in na- 
ture that can excite the awe, reverence and 
reſpect of reaſonable and accountable crea- 
tures, it is ſurely the future judgment. 
But this judgment is only to take place 
at the ſecond appearance of Jeſus. For 


* 2 i. 44d... Mee 
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od has appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world in righteouſneſs by that 


Man whom he hath ordained *, © even the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt the righteous. The 
apparatus, the procedure, the dignity of 


the Judge, the particular part we ſhall all 


have in this grand tranſaction, render it 
particularly intereſting and important. If 
the ſoul of man can be occupied with 
any object, this muſt command its regard 
and attention. To this important event 
the Lord's ſupper naturally ditects our 


thoughts. It is a lively repreſentation of 


that obedience of Chriſt unto death, even the 
death of the croſs, on account of which 
God hath highly exalted him, and given him 
name which is above every name', and 
which, being the ground of his whole 
exaltation, is conſequently the very reaſon 
why God bath given him authority to execute 
Judgment alſo *, It confirms our faith 
of the general judgment, it is a pledge 
given us, that he who was once offered to 
\Vor. II. R 


1s Acts xvii. 31. h Phil. ii. 8. | 


Ver. 9. 
* John v. 27. | 
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bear the fins of many, ſhall unto them that 
look for him, appear the ſecond time, with- 
out fin unto ſalvation |, Can it fix our 
thoughts on the future judgment, can it 
enliven our conception of its ſolemn pro- 
ceſs, without imprefling every ſerious and 
conſiderate mind with the deepeſt awe ? 


I ſhall but make two refletions on what 
has been ſaid. 1ſt, Since the Lord's ſup- 
per is an inſtitution of ſo great ſolemnity, 
we ſhould by no means negle& to obſerve 
it, Shall any chriſtian treat that with 
neglect, which deſerves the greateſt reve- 
rence from every chriſtian? Not to obſerve 
it, is to treat it with total neglect. Twas 
in the night in which he was betrayed to 
death for you, and it was with all the 
agonies of his death full in his view that 
your Saviour ſaid, Do this in remembrance 
of me + can you hear his voice uttered in 
that night, uttered in that endearing ſitua- 
tion, and yet diſregard it? Every tender, 
every affecting, every intereſting circum- 


1 Fe. x. $8.:: 
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ſtance of the ſcene, which that night ex- 
Hibited, is a ſtrong argument for our con- 
tinuing in that breaking of bread ®, which 
was purpoſely appointed for the comme 
moration of it. The dignity of him who 
died, and the end of his dtath, which was 
to expiate fin, add ſolemnity to this me- 
morial of his death; and they no leſs.pow- 
erfully plead for every chriſtian's joining 
in this memorial of it. This is the tri- 
bute which you are called to pay to the 
greateſt perſon that ever trod this earth; 
it is the acknowledgment demanded from 
you, to him who made his ſoul an offering 
for your ſins. All thoſe good affections 
which this inſtitution is fit for drawing 
forth into exerciſe, it is fit alſo for im- 
_ proving : to neglect it ſhews indifference 
about the improvement of our beſt affec- 
tions. It is only Chriſt's coming again to 
Judgment, that can extinguiſh the obliga- 
tion of chriſtians, to ſhew forth his death; 
till he come let us take every opportunity 
of doing this in remembrance of him. 
1 ; ' R 2 p 
n Acts ii. 46. 
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' 2dly, Since the Lord's ſupper is ſo ſo- 
lemn, ſo fit to command the ſincereſt re- 
verence of our ſouls, we ſhould be always 
careful to prepare ourſelves for partaking 
in it with ſerious and fervent devotion, Ir- 
reverence in any act of worſhip is a heinous 
ſm : but irreverence in obſerving this chriſ- 

tian inſtitution, is in ſome reſpects pecu- 
af | liarly atrocious : it is a mark of very great 

_ depravity : it ſhows inſenſibility to the moſt. 

moving objects, and obduracy which the 
moſt alarming views cannot overcome. 
This inſtitution may make ſome impreſſion 
on the moſt unthinking, it may force -re- 
flection for a moment on the moſt diſſipat- 
ed, it may excite ſome emotions of piety, 
in thoſe 'who are for ordinary the greateſt 
ſtrangers to them. The Corinthians ob- 
ſerved it in an irreverent manner ; and the 
apoſtle reproves this irreverence with great 
ſeverity, and warns them that it was of the 
moſt dangerous conſequence ; I boſacver 
ſhall eat this bread and drink this cup of 
the Lord unworthily, ſhall be Kii of the 
body and blood of the Lord: He tht eateth 


— — 


— _ 


1 
— 


3 8 4a” F S-O 1 4 * 
* . 
—_ — = — — 
ww — — _ —  —— — — — — — "Fs — — 
— — „ * ry - 
: * ” + PO" . * — 
*. © * 


* 
— 
2 
— * * 
N - — 
p — — um 
3 I 
1 — 9 
LY þ 
$ 4 5 = 
— — 
7 * 
. 
A 


” 
— 
” 
1 


244 toads — em ee ] OP ——ä— — 


WWW 


— 


SERMON XIX. 245 


nd drinketh enwertbih; -cateth- and. drinketh 


Judgment to himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's 


body". The religious affections all pre- 


vailing in their greateſt vigour, and ming- 
ling their warmeſt exertions, form the tem- 
per which becomes this commemoration. 
By examining ourſelves, by humble con- 
feſſion of our ſins, by earneſt prayer, by 
meditation on whatever can moſt effectual- 
ly melt our hearts into contrition, or touch 
them with love, and gratitude, and joy in 
God's ſalvation, let us prepare ourſelves, 
as often as we have opportunity, for the 
religious performance of this duty, 


» 1 Cor. Xl, 27. 29. 


S E R M O N XX. 
ACTS: xx. 35. 


4nd to remember the words. of the Lord Je- | 
ſus, how he ſaid, It is mare bleſſed to give 
than to, receive. 


THE moſt intereſting- concern of hu-. 
1 man creatures is happineſs ; and no 
rule ſo unexceptionable can be fixed for 
eſtimating the value of any object, or the 
propriety and importance of any diſpoſi- 
tion, or action, or courſe of behaviour, as. 
its tendency to promote happineſs. But the 
rule, however univerſally. acknowledged, is 
often very. ill applied, and indeed with re- 
ſpe&t to many purſuits and diſpoſitions 
is ſcarce ever thought of. Nature has pro-. 
vided us with a touchſtone, but we neglect. 
to try the moſt precious metals by.it, and. 
by the neglect ſuffer ourſelves to be ime. 
poſed upon by the baſeſt counterſeits. 


1 
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The happineſs which is derived from the 


_ exerciſe of a beneficent temper, is very 


rarely an object of conſideration, eſpecially 


in an age, when the ſp:rit of commerce, the 


love of lucre, and a contracted regard to 
the individual, give the ſtrongeſt bias to all 
our opinions and judgments. They who 
inherit overgrown fortunes, they who have 
received. liberal donations, they who have 
acquired wealth, are reckoned among the 
happy, though they employ them only in 
fulfilling the purpoſes of folly, vanity and 


vice, A ſplendid table, a fine houſe, a 


handſome equipage, even. gaudy apparel, 
we are more apt to conſider as characteriſ- 
tical of the happy man, than generous ef- 
forts to relieve the wretched, to ſupport the 
unfortunate, to comfort the diſconſolate, to 


patronize the deſerving. Theſe we ſtill re- 


gard as marks of virtue, but we ſeldom con- 
ſider them as ſymptoms of happineſs. Even 


the motives which excite the generality to 


actions of a publick and beneficent nature, 

when they are not merely ſordid and ſelfiſh, 

are ſo dependent upon the views ſuggeſted 
R 4 


4 
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dy our reaſoning powers, that they hare 
little connection with the heart; and the 
man who ſhould urge the pleaſure of a kind 
and beneficent action, and the ſweet en- 
joyment which. it brings along with it, 
as the motive to a. perſon's performing it, 
would be deemed ignorant of what is rec- 
koned the moſt eſſential branch of human- 
knowledge, the knowledge of the world. 
But in reality, under this boaſted know-- 
ledge, the blindeſt prejudice, and the 


groſſeſt ignorance often lurk :- and the 
world, not only in its pureſt and moſt- 


virtuous, but even in its corrupted and de- 
praved ſtate, affords arguments ſufficient- 
to confute the men who value themſelves 
for knowing it beſt. | 


It was hinted already, that the moſt in-- 
fallible teſt of the value of any diſpoſi- 
tion or behaviour, is its being conducive - 
to the natural and real felicity of men: 
and to this teſt I might ſafely ſubmit alt 
the laws, and all the maxims of the goſ- 
pel.. If th: temperate, the manly, the con- 


5. 
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. ientious, not the effeminate, the weak, 
and the timid, were to be the judges, I 
ſhould not fear the decifion even with: 
reſpect to its ſevereſt laws, the endurance- 
of perſecution, loſs of goods, reſignation: 
of life. | 


But our preſent inquiry is more con- 
fined. It was the ſaying of the Lord Jeſus, 
It is more bleſſed to give than to receive.. 
In this ſaying,. the felicity of a benefi- 
cent temper is aſſerted in the ftrongeſt- 
manner. The encomium ſeems to be 
given to the action; but it is obvious that: 

human actions are praiſe-worthy, only ſo 
far as they reſult from right diſpoſitions,, 
and that it is only the agent that deſerves 
eommendation, or blame, reward or puniſh-- 
ment. 


The circumſtances of our Saviour's life 
gave him frequent occaſions for introducing; 
this ſentiment with propriety; and as it: 
is addreſſed to the tender and generous- 
frelings of human nature, it muſt have 
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made the deepeſt impreſſion on his follow- 
ers, The application which the apoſtle 
Paul makes of this faying in my text, 
diſcovers the effect which it produced 
on him, and ſhews that he regarded it as 
a practical truth of the greateſt moment. 
In this laſt diſcourſe to the elders of Ephe- 
ſus, whom he had aflembled at Miletus, 
he was able to make this noble appeal to 
them; I have coveted no man's filver, or 
gold, or apparel. Yea, you yourſelves know,. 
that theſe hands have miniflered unto my 
neceſſities, and to them that were with me. 
I have fhewed you all things, hiw that ſo. 
labouring ye ought to ſupport the weak ; 
and to remember the words of the Lord Je- 
ſus, how be ſaid, It is more bleſſed to give 
than to recave. Though in theſe words. 
there is a compariſon between the happi- 
neſs of beſtowing, and that of receiving, 

it will be putting no violence on them 
to conſider them fimply as a declaration. 
of the bleſſedneſs of a beneficent temper. 
That with which this temper is contraſted,, 
and. to-which. it is preferred, being an. ac- 
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knowledged mark of good fortune, and a 
ſource. of enjoyment, the other muſt be 
ſtill more ſo. 


I propoſe therefore in this diſcourſe, to. 
confirm and. illuſtrate the happineſs of a 
beneficent diſpoſition ; and to ſuggeſt a fe 
of thoſe. reflections which naturally ariſe 
from the conſideration of this ſubject, 


By a beneficent diſpoſition, I mean. a 
diſpoſition to do good to others from the 
principles of kindneſs, affection, or hu- 
manity, which includes not only acts of 
charity, generoſity and liberality, for theſe 
muſt in a great meaſure be dependent 
upon our external circumſtances, but alſo. 
all the means we uſe, the pains we take, 
or the wiſhes, we entertain. for the comfort,, 
- enjoyment. and happineſs of our fellow- 

creatures. That ſuch a diſpoſition muſt 
be of the utmoſt conſequence to our own: 
ſatisfaction and happineſs, I think will ap- 
gear evident from ſeveral conſiderations. 
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In the firſt place, This will appear by 
conſidering in general what it is that muſt 
conſtitute human felicity. 


To write a treatiſe concerning human 
nature requires perhaps as much know- 
ledge, attention and reflection, as the com- 
poſition of a performance on any other ſub- 
ject whatever; but ſuch a treatiſe is not 
neceſſary, either for directing our conduct, 
or for determining the operation of our 
feelings. We are all men, and we all feel 
that the gratification of our natural deſires, 
| where the gratification is not forbidden by 
any other principle of our mind, is always 
a ſource of enjoyment to us. But the na- 
ture, and the kinds of our enjoyments are 
as different and various as the powers and 
-principles which give riſe to them, Ex- 
cept a few of them, however, which regard 
ſelf- preſervation, they are almoſt all con- 
nected with our ſocial natures, inſomuch 
that the enjoyments of a human creature 
entirely ſeparated from his kind, tho' poſ- 

ſeſſed of all the neceſſaries for ſatisfying his 
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hunger and thirſt, his love of labour and 
deſire of repoſe, would be totally different 
from thoſe of the man who is placed among 
his fellows. As the ſun nouriſhes, invi- 
gorates, animates objects external to him- 
ſelf, and was certainly created with a re- 
ference to them ; as the planets by their 
mutual attraction promote and preſerve 
the regularity of their ſeveral motions, ſo 
man was created for man; and his ſtate, 
his wants, his deſires, point out his con- 
nection with, and his dependence upon his 
fellow- men. Philoſophers have ſometimes 
talked of man's being a ſelfiſh, and a ſoli- 
tary being, having all his views centered 
in the happineſs of the individual, with- 
out the leaſt regard to others: but the 
hut of the Indian, the cottage of the pea- 
ſant, the pipe of the ſhepherd, the tent 
of the wanderer, as well as the concourſe 
of the city, the palace of the prince, the 
government of the ſtate, m I the 
aſſertion. 
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Religion which, notwithſtanding the 
Imperfection of its effects, has occupied « 
great deal of the joint care and attention 
of the human race, in every age, and every 
nation, as far as ever I have read or heard, 
ſhews that a ſocial concern for others is the 
object of man's heart, and the principle of 
his conduct. Without this, I ſhould juſt 
as readily believe, that political ſtateſmen 
and cunning prieſts have built in antient 
times cities without hands, made men of 
mere clay, and ſupported mountains upon 
their feeble ſhoulders, as that they could 
have introduced religion as the general oc- 
cupation and employment of mankind. 


Since then the whole of the human 
frame points to à ſtate of ſociety and con- 
nection with others, the very nature of de- 
fire renders it impoſſible that the gratifica- 
tion of thoſe affections which reſpe& others 
Mould not be attended with enjoyment and 
happineſs. But the benevolent affections 
of our nature, our deſire to ſhed the tear of 
I ympathy over the diſtreſſed, to take part 
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In the injuries of the oppreſſed, and to be 


friend them, to partake the innocent plea- 
fures of the happy, are the affections which 


moſt immediately reſpect others; and there- 


fore we may conclude that the indulgence 


of them will be a ſource of particular plea- 


fure and delight. 


It further deſerves to be remarked, that 
though the gratification of defires which 
reſpe& the individual, and the gratification 
of thoſe which reſpect others, have this in 
common, that they are attended with a cer- 
tain pleaſure, yet they differ in a very ma- 


terial article : the pleaſure which attends 


ſuch deſires as terminate in the individual, 
even when moſt intenſe, is confined to the 
moment of indulgence ; to none but the 
groveling and the ſenſual, is it the object 


of agreeable reflection: but the ſocial plea- 


ſures of our nature are not agreeable only 
in the mean time, but extend to diſtant 
periods, and are the objects of after- conſide- 
ration, and the ſources of permanent en- 
joyment. The flaſhes of heaven's light- 
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ning dazzle and overpower, but the re- 


ſplendent and benign rays of the ſun cheer, 
.enliven, and afford a, light .conſtant, and 
:invariable, and univerſal. 


I add but one more general obſervation. 
Human creatures are made for action and 
exertion. Whenever theſe are employed, 
a ſeparate and additional pleaſure attends 
the gratification of all our deſires. To do 
good, to beſtow, to give, requires an ex- 
-erciſe of our active powers. In that ſtate 
when every impulſe is felt, when every 
-power of the mind is awake, we enter 


with the higheſt reliſh into every pleaſure 


that nature warrants, and religion ſancti- 
fies. The mind that groaned under the 
load of ſuffering, is calm and ſerene when 
that load is removed, :but the ſoul that re- 
-moved.it.is elevated. The compoſed coun- 
tenance of relieved diſtreſs, the affectionate 


| look of gratitude combine with the plea- 


ſing efforts of liberality and kindneſs to 
inereaſe the joy and felicity of the bene- 
factor. ; , 
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In the ſecond place, the happineſs of a 


beneficent diſpoſition may be proved from 
fact and — ith 


We are are ignorant of our true happineſs 
only becauſe we pay ſo little attention to 
what: paſſes in our own ͤ minds, and ſuffer 
ourſelves to be impoſed upon by external ap- 
pearances, from which we draw inferences 
often not in the leaſt connected with them. 
But an. impartial conſideration of the ſen- 
timents and feelings of our hearts; of thoſe 
ſuggeſtions which proceed from the conſti- 
tution of our ſouls; or the immediate mo- 
tions of that divine Spirit which pervades 
the univerſe, would free us from number- 
leſs miſtakes, and lead us to expect our en- 
joyments from ſuch objects as can really 
beſtow them. Now can any man, when he 
attends to himſelf; doubt whetein his plea- 
ſure and enjoyment chiefly conſiſt ? Deep 
reſearches and intricate diſquiſitions are 
not neceſſary for determining it. An or- 
dinary degree of attention only is requiſite, 
and fortitude enough to take the anſwer 
Vor. II. N 


— 


your converſation, your look of ſilent ſenſi- 
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implicitly from none, but to truſt to the 


natural feelings of one's own heart. Can 
any perſon who has the ſoul of a man heſi- 


tate to pronounce that among the pureſt 
and beſt pleaſures of which he is ſuſceptible 
are thoſe which ariſe from the opportuni- 
ties he has laid hold of, to be uſeful to his 
fellow-creatures, to ſupply their wants, to 


_ eaſe the load of their ſufferings, to add to 


the number of their enjoyments ? When 
the rich have ſpared of their ſuperfluities to 
miniſter to the neceſſities of the poor, let 
the luxurious tell if what they reſerved had 
not a higher reliſh. When the poor, out of 
real pity to thoſe who were ſtill poorer, have 
beſtowed a ſmall pittance to feed the hungry, 
or to clothe the naked, was it not natural for 
them rather to regret that they had not 
more to give, than that there was too little 
left behind ? Did the widow, think you, 
who threw in two mites into the treaſury 
with the beſt intention, depart with a heavy 
heart, becauſe ſhe had kept nothing to her- 
ſelf? If ever your preſence, your attention, 
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: 


bility, your falling tears (for theſe I count 


more ſacred gifts than your gold, or your 
ſilver) have adminiſtred conſolation to a 
widowed mother, or diſconſolate children, 
did not your hearts in that moment feel the 
bleſſedneſs of giving? and when you came 
away, would you have exchanged the me- 
lancholy pleaſure for all the vain illuſions 
of folly and vice? When the gratulations 
of the blind and the lame, and the bene- 
ditions of the periſhing ſoul came upon 
Job, would he have compared the joy with 
what aroſe from the poſſeſſion of his oxen, 
| his aſſes, his camels, and his fields? It was 
the character of the Lord Jeſus, that he 
went about continually doing good, ſooth- 
ing the penitent, comforting thoſe that 
mourned, raiſing up the bowed down, and 
healing the diſeaſed; and as he felt like a 
man, we may conjecture the inward joy 
which this continued courſe of benefi- 
cence gave him. I verily believe it to be 


the chief natural mean that rendered him 


ſo intrepid, ſo patient, ſo forgiving, ſo re- 
ſigned, How fimilar to him ſhould we 
8 2 
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become, if we yielded to the beſt impulſes 
of our hearts ! If the Epheſians had divided 
their poſleſſor.s to enrich the apoſtle Paul; 
how ſmall muſt his pleaſure in receiving it 
all have been in compariſon with what he 
felt from reſlecting, that he had been the 
miniſter of God for good unto them, with- 
out proſpect, or poſſeſſion of human re- 
ward? 


Were the apoſtles in general, who watch- 
ed with ſuch vigilance, and laboured with 
ſuch vigour to promote the ſalvation of man- 
kind, ſtrangers to the moſt heart-felt plea- 
ſure, becauſe they were not loaded with 
gifts, ſecured in poſſeſſions, or ſurrounded 
with affluence? No. They had imbibed 
the maxim of their Maſter, It is more bleſſed 
to give than to receive; and while they 
fuffered hunger, and poverty, and perſecu- 

tion, and death, they rejoiced, and were 
happy, becauſe they were doing good. 
Abraham might reject even royal gifts, 

and refuſe a ſepulcbre for his family with- 
out paying an adequate value for it : his 
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conduct neither proves that the pati ĩirch 
was ignorant of the means of happineſ, 
nor leſſens him in our eſteem. But no man 
ever yet omitted an opportunity of per- 
forming a kind, a generous, or a benefi- 
cent action, who did not in that inſtance 
abandon the happineſs of his own ſou!, and 
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render himſelf leſs worthy of the approba- 


tion of all mankind. 


It is needleſs to multiply inſtances. I 


appeal to yourſelves. Happineſs is within 
the mind. It is not of our own making, 
but flows from conſtitutions that are eſta- 
bliſhed by the ſame power that ordains the 
revolution of the fun, the court: of the ri- 
vers, the aſcent of the vapours. To ſuppoſe 
happineſs entirely or chiefly placed in ex- 
- ternals, is as ridiculous as to ſuppoſe that 
you are as much connected with the duſt 
on which you tread, as with that portion of 
it which the Almighty operation has form- 
ed for your body. There is no diſputing 
the point, If beneficence renders the ſoul 
calm, tranquil, and elevated, it is a ſource 
| 93 
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of felicity. If it aſfimilates the mind to 


God, and to Jeſus Chriſt, it muſt render 
us partakers of their bliſs. If the reflection 
upon it is agreeable, if it remains when the 
luft of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the 
pride of life put on an appearance at beſt 
diminutive, often diſguſtful; if it caſts an 
unfading ray on the lateſt hours of human 
life, and prepares for a participation of the 
life of angels, the reality, and the value of 
the enjoyment muſt be acknowledged. 


In the third place; The felicity of a be- 
nchcent diſpoſition may be evinced from 
this conſideration, that by this quality we 
are moſt directly aſſimilated to God, and to 


Jeſus Chriſt, after whoſe image we were at 


firſt created. 


As it is the nature of two drops of 
water, when placed near each other, mu- 


tually to be attracted, and to coaleſce; as 


it is the nature of heavy bodies to fall to the 
ground, and of light ones to be buoyed up; 


as it is the nature of worms to crawl upon 
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the earth, of fiſhes to ſwim in the ſea, and 
of birds to fly through the air; ſo it is the 
nature of the human ſou] to aſpire after a 
ſimilitude to its divine original. The con- 
ſequences of a fallen ſtate, and of corrupted 
principles, are but too perceptible, and to 
theſe we juſtly impute thoſe miſtaker, de- 
_ ceptions, diſappointments, and diſguſts 
with which. we meet in our ſearch after 
felicity. The piety, and-the fall of David, 
the wiſdom, and the weakneſs of Solomon, 
the zeal, and the infirmity of Peter, with a 
thouſand inſtances that could be produced 
from ſacred and profane writers, of the vir- 
tue and the ambition of the fame princes, the 
allegiance and the turbulence-of the ſame 


people, might all be brought in proof of 


the fall of man, if any other proof were re- 


quiſite, than, merely to read the hiſtory of 
this cataſtrophe, and to look. into our own 
hearts. But the inſtances would ſhew, that 
though man be fallen, he is not annihi- 
lated ; that though his luſtre be ſullied, it 
is not extinguiſhed. He ſtill raiſes his mind 
at times to the contemplation of uncreated 
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excellence, and the inſtincts of his heart in- 
dicate his relation to the divinity. In every 
approach that he makes to his primeval pu- 
. rity, he feels the gratulations of his own 
foul, and enjoys the triumphs of his con- 
ſcience, But in no way can he become fo 
like his Maker, as when his heart is intent 
upon doing good. The beneficent hand 
of the Almighty formed, and his power 
fuſtains the univerſe, He maketh his ſun to 
riſe on the evil and on the geod, and ſendeth 
rain on the juſt, and on the unjuſt *; He i» 
good unto all, and his tender merties are 
over all his works”, The divine perſon 
who was the brightneſs of his glory, and the 
expreſs image of his perſon ©, imitated him 
in his bounty and beneficence, and gave us 
an example that we ſhould follow his ſleps. 
If then the felicity of man conſiſts in his 
reſemblance to his Maker, if the joy of the 
redeemed ſhould bear a fimilitude to the de- 
lights of the Redeemer, if to participate in 
the bliſs of- the Supreme be the ſupreme 
happineſs of us the emanations of his 


. Pfal. exlv. 9. * Heb. i. Zo 
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goodneſs ; ſurely, it is more bleſſed t» give 
than to receive, and happy are all who — 
rightly learned the divine leſſon. 


The fubje& I have been condidering 
would naturally give occaſion for a variety 
of 'refletions concerning the regulation 
of our conduct. Let us ſele& a few. 


The general effect of what has been 
faid ought to be, to inſpire us with the 
love of a kind, humane, beneficent diſpo- 
fition, and to lead us to cultivate it in our 
hearts. It is the heart that is the ſource 
of good, or the ſource of evil. The ſtreams 
will ever partake of-the qualities of the 


uo a fountain, If the love of goodneſs be not 
| + rboted in the heart, in vain will formal 


rules, or general, or particular precepts 
ever attempt to make a virtuous man, 
When the love of juſtice dwells in the 
heart, two neighbours of the moſt exten- 
ſive property will eafily agree together, 
But where this principle is wanting, all 
the ſtatutes that were ever deviſed, all the 
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complicated laws that were ever made, will. 
only ſet the ingenuity of the mind at work 
to elude them. The deſign of the goſpel 
is therefore to change the heart, to renew 
the mind where it is depraved: and the 
life of its Author, the manner, and the 

matter of his doctrine, and all his inſtitu- 
tions are directed to theſe purpoſes. The 


language of the whole is, My ſon, FR me 
3 


2⁶ 


If chis general effect be in any meaſure | 
produced upon them who profeſs them- 
ſelves the diſciples of Jeſus, what has been 
ſaid may ſuggeſt particular inſtruction to 
thoſe of every rank. How ſhould it enlarge 
the ſentiments, and dilate the benevolence 
of the opulent, making them conſider riches 
nus the gifts of heaven for the good of man- 
kind, and the happineſs of their own ſouls ? 
With what wiſdom is the advice given, to 
make to yourſelves friends f the mammon 
of wnrighteouſneſs, that when ye fail, they 
may receive you into everlaſiing habitati- 


4 Prov. xxiii. 26. 
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en? In every corner, upon every ſpot, 
the objects of misfortune preſent them- 
ſelves to our view, if we will not ſhut our 
eyes from ſeeing them. I grant there is 
a ſelection and a caution neceſſary in diſ- 
penſing our charity, or liberality. The 
avowed ſolicitors of it are neither perhaps 
the moſt meritorious, nor the moſt indi- 
gent. But bleſſed heaven! how. generous 
is.it, how delightful to prevent thoſe whoſe 
hearts refuſe to aſk it, and to wipe away 
the tear that flows from ſecret ſorrow, to 
befriend thoſe that have known better 
days, and entertained happier proſpects, 
to eaſe the anguiſh of a mother's heart, 
who ſuffers more for her orphans than for 
herſelf, What means of luxurious enjoy- 
ment does money thus employed afford 
And know that, judiciouſly applied, even 
a ſmall revenue may confer much power 
of doing good. Beſtowed with ſympathy, 
giving without oftentation, attended with 
the ſincere look of honeſt kindneſs, a 
ſmall thing to many is a great matter, 

on: ' * Luke xvi- 9. 
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ut farther, though the bleflings of this 


world ſhould not fall to our ſhare, how 
much is in the power of every man to 


beftow' upon the wretched ? The hard- 


| hearted: alone are ignorant, how far. atten- 
tion, compaſſion, ſeaſonable advice, kind 


wards can go to alleviate many of our ſor- 


rows, and our ſufferings. The tear that 
mingles with mine as it falls, its value 
cannot be reckoned in gold, or ſilver. 
The affection I perceive in my friend when 
my heart is overwhelmed, if J could com- 


my heart never perceive it again, 


Finally, Let what has been ſaid cheriſh 
in us a ſpirit ſuperior to the little fordid 
views of being dependent. upon others for 
the neceſſaries of life. The apoſtle wrought 
with his hands that he might be burden- 
ſome to none, and that he might have 
ſomething to beſtow. It is more bleſſed ts 
give than to receive. All the duties of 
benevolence, of compaſſion and of kind« 
neſs, to an honeſt heart muſt be granted, 


pare it with the idol of the intereſted, let 
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not ſolicited, The man that throws him- 
ſelf upon the charity of the world without 
abſolute neceſſity, by that very action ren 
ders himſelf leſs worthy of it, and renders - 
the beſt men leſs diſpoſed to give it. The 
charity of a chriſtian is an offering of his 
heart, The call to it is not the importu- 
nate cry of the mendicant, but the obſer- 
vation of human ſuffering and diſtreſs. As 
we are men, let us yield to this call where 
we diſcern it, and let us never try to raiſe 
the emotions of pity, or engage the hand 
of charity, when Providence calls us ra- 
ther to give than to receive, 
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